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Amazing Grace

Drudgery or Opportunity?

O

bligatory Drudgery or Exciting
Opportunity? I used to dread church
annual meetings. Lots of preparation
and reports; lots of different ideas about what
should or might be sprung on us during the
meeting. And lots of apathy from most of
the congregation.
Not so for me this time. I am looking
forward to the
Gathering of friends
and fellow CoDR
travelers on this part
of our travels along
God’s pathways.
When we gather
at Emanuel-St.
John Lutheran
Church in Lytton
from 2:30 to 7:30
p m o n S u n d a y,
N o v e m b e r 11 , I
Pastor Paul E Stone
expect to rekindle
the fires of friendships, learn more about
how we can help guys succeed when they
get out, and generally come away refreshed
and renewed.
In addition to sharing and learning, we
will (sadly) say good-bye to Mary and Jack
Mortenson as Mary prepares to retire as
Executive Director of Prison Congregations
of America at the end of the year.
So I say to you, (one with enough interest
in CoDR to be reading this), come, join us
and celebrate what God is allowing and
urging us to do!
—Pastor Paul

I

Gifts

saturated myself daily in prayer while
in prison, and in every moment of study
and prayer, with the knowledge of the
gifts of God’s provisions. As I grow in my
understanding of who I am in Christ and
what his life has meant for mine, I see the
love he has for me.
As my limitations dissolve, the voids
they leave are filled with the loving promises
of his grace. I have never known or felt this
kind of love, and I still don’t have a specific
answer, except that the experience is far
bigger than I can contain or comprehend.
All I know is that I trust Christ to take me
where I need to be, when I need to be there,
and that he provides for me.
—James Rainer FDCF 2018

NCCF Christmas Banquet

T

he annual Christmas Banquet at
NCCF will be 6pm on December
11, 2018 (be at the gate by 5:30pm).
The banquet will be catered and served by
Howard Ball.
If you would like to share the meal with
the members inside, please contact CoDR
at 1-515-955-3579, or by email at: DamascusCh@aol.com

Mercy withholds the knife from the heart
of Isaac.
Grace provides a ram in the thicket.
Mercy runs to forgive the prodigal son.
Grace throws a party with every
extravagance.
Mercy bandages the wounds of the man
beaten by robbers.
Grace covers the cost of his full recovery.
Mercy hears the cry of the thief on the
cross.
Grace promises paradise that very day.
Mercy pays the penalty for our sin at the
cross.
Grace substitutes the righteousness of
Christ for our wickedness.
Mercy converts Paul on the road to
Damascus.
Grace calls him to be an apostle.
Mercy saves John Newton from a life of
rebellion and sin.
Grace makes him a pastor and author of a
timeless hymn.
Mercy closes the door to hell.
Grace opens the door to heaven.
Mercy withholds what we have earned.
Grace provides blessings we have not
earned.
—Dr. David Jeremiah
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Various Thoughts and Inspirations

Don’t wait to see what God will do for you; just trust Him for this day to see you through.
—Unknown
“The purpose of prayer is to reveal the Presence of God, equally present at all times
and in every condition.” Oswald Chambers
“Suffering is like being splashed ‘with hell.’ Heaven, therefore, is Jesus with you in
your hell.” Joni E. Tada
“Wait in love, self-denial and humiliation. Spend time with Him in worship and respectful
silence. You will see it is not the experience/presence that motivates, but your love for Him,”
“I exhort you, no matter what your circumstances; begin all your comings to the Lord by
a very simple, quiet waiting before Him.” Madame Jeanne Guyan. “...I will not forget
you.” Is. 49:15 “I will make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” Is. 43:19
lt’s easy to give up; easy to despair and be discouraged. It takes work and faith to keep
pressing in. The glory of faith draws your blessings, your answers and wisdom to yourself,
Walk in faith; be convinced of better things to come. Through faith and patience inherit
the promises. Stephen Jonas
Ps. 9:4 “For you have maintained my right and my cause: You sat on the throne judging
in Righteousness.
===============================================================
A poem by Stephen Jonas
You stuck up for me
I am a nothing, a nobody in the flesh in here (prison).
I would barely be noticed. There are many in here like this.
But...you have maintained my right and my cause...as a son of God, as a sojourner, as
an exile, as a prisoner - you have maintained (kept alive) my right and my causeThe things I care about...
The courts, the kids, prison, in heaven. You, oh Father, have stuck up for me. When my
mother and father forsake me, I can trust in you to defend me,
You are the ruler, Chief Judge, all bow down to your Will and decrees…decrees of
good, for me, forever.
===============================================================
Come Holy Spirit, come. Mix and mingle with the breath of God, which you gave me
after you formed me. Come Holy Spirit, come. “He that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit.”
1Cor. 6:17 Stephen Jonas
“At last here is One who is wholly abandoned to the Will of God. The Spirit only prays,
directs and moves according to the exact Will and Purposes of God.” Madame Jeanne Guyon
So when I can’t, don’t know what or how to pray, behave, fight the enemy or act, there
is One who knows and Is. His great Holy Spirit living in me, leading my soul (the breath
of God) into His perfect Salvation. Stephen Jonas
“Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters: and you who have no money come,
buy and eat.... why do you spend money for what is not bread? ...listen carefully to Me, eat
what is good, and let your soul delight itself in abundance.” Is. 55:1-2 Come Holy Spirit
let me delight in your abundance. Steven Jonas
It isn’t about memories of loved ones, missing kids and family or even boredom and
loneliness. All which at the time of occurrence seem very real. The truth is, it is about love.
Being and feeling loved.
Only God’s Spirit through His Word can bring that love to reality. Letters, o-mails, cards,
books, pictures, memories simply cannot do what fellowship with God through His Spirit
and Word does. Telling me, showing me, making me know His love. Even in prison, miles
away from everyone, surrounded by everyone. There is no power like God’s Spirit, His Word
and Love. Now these three are one. Praise be to the Lord. “Oh Lord, you have examined
my heart and know everything about me. You know when I sit and when I stand. When
far away you know my every thought. You chart the path ahead of me and tell me where
to stop and rest. Every moment you know where I am.” Ps. 139:1-3 TLB Stephen Jonas
“Seek Me, beseech Me, pray to Me. I want to be called upon; I want you to ask Me.
Yes, I know the beginning from the end. I want my children to ask me, ask what you want.
I want to give you good things. Never be afraid to ‘bother me.’ I love my kids and want
you to come to me. Beg of me, beseech me for good things. You may ask whomever you
wish to pray with you. Just beseech me with all your heart. I desire it; you.”
—Stephen Jonas
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Brothers in Blue meets in the FDCF Gym

FDCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he next weekend at FDCF is scheduled for December 6-9, 2018. See
Pastor Stone in the Chapel for applications. Please note that visits are not allowed, so be sure to notify those on your
visiting list not to visit on that weekend.
The application deadline is Friday, November 30.
Prayer in support of the weekend is one
way persons on the ‘outside’ can support
this renewal ministry, or mail letters of encouragement to CoDR (address on page 4).

Tweet
others as
you would
like to be
tweeted.

Get the Flash! in a Flash

T

o receive the Flash! electronically
as a .pdf, just send us your email
address (include your name and address so we can stop sending by mail) to
cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor
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Ministry
Supporters
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Endowment Gifts
Sukup Family Foundation
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Mission Partners $3000+ per year
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Rev. Paul Stone, Eagle Grove
Sponsors $2000—$2999 per year
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran, Lytton
Hands of Hope Conference
St. John Lutheran, Pomeroy
Morningside Lutheran, Sioux City
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
First Lutheran, Algona
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty
Extra Milers $1000—$1999 per year
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Christ Lutheran, LeMars
Hope Lutheran, Everly
Immanuel Lutheran, Harlan
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Samuel Evangelical Lutheran, Eagle Grove
St. John Lutheran, Palmer
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
St. Peter Lutheran, Pocahontas
Trinity Lutheran, Moville
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Dennis & Candace Booth, Lytton
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Richard Hersom, Fort Dodge
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Solveig Lundgren, Fort Dodge
James McColley, Fort Dodge
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, TX
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City
Friends $500—$999 per year
American Lutheran, Melvin
Bethany Lutheran, Laurens
First Lutheran, Clarion
First Lutheran, Milford
First Presbyterian, Lakota
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
Seeds of Faith Conference, Glidden
St. John Lutheran, Corwith
St. Mark Lutheran, Sioux City
St. Paul Lutheran, Lakota
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Trinity Lutheran, Ottosen
Western Iowa Synod ELCA
Zion Lutheran, Gowrie
Stanley and Marlene Ahrendt, Sioux City
David & LuAnn Bohnet, Jefferson
George Hedges, Scranton
Rev Margaret Jackson, Fort Dodge
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Dale Siebrecht, Curlew
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Arvin Schmidt, Hartley
Rollin Swanson, Fort Dodge
Judith Walrod, Somers

“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”

Walking Along Beside

“Matthew 25:35-36 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you
came to visit me.”
his is one of the most often quoted scripture passages in The Church
of the Damascus Road’s ministry inside the two prisons. Those
of us who have worshiped inside with the inmate members can
see the face of Christ on our brothers and we have a sense of Christ’s
presence. When we fellowship before and after worship, we hear about
our brothers’ experiences, some sharing how they got into prison and
also what their hopes and dreams are when they are released. Many
of them have filled out a Reentry Reintegration application and are
Rev. Carroll Lang hoping to be matched up with a Reentry Reintegration team. Visiting
our brothers in prison is the same as visiting Christ, Jesus says, but the writer of Hebrews
offers another way to see it:
Hebrews 13:3 “Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and
those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.”
How do we, who are not incarcerated, fully empathize with our brothers so we can
really understand what they are going through? Well, we may not fully understand, but as
we converse with them we can come close.
The same is true after they are released to be part of a team. If the team has provided
housing, furniture, clothes, and other amenities, there is still another “vacuum” to be filled
— friendship, “walking along beside.” One of the biggest reasons our brothers relapse is
from being alone and lonely. Many teams have a schedule for team members to regularly
contact their returning citizen, and it’s always a good thing to think about more ways we
can walk along beside in their journey to reintegrate.
—Rev. Carroll Lang

T

Love Letter from God

If God Sent You a Love Letter, It Might Go Something Like This…
Dear Child,
I just wanted to remind you today of how beautiful you are, because there is a father of lies
who will try to deceive you. He will try to tell you that you are not good enough, not attractive
enough, not thin enough, not strong enough, not smart enough, not righteous enough, and that
you are simply unimportant to me. He will try to tell you that you have broken one too many
promises, that you have fallen one too many times, that you have lived one too many lies, and that
you’ve been going in the wrong direction so long that it is pointless to turn back now. But guess
what? You do not belong to him. He is not your father, I am. You see, you are my creation. My
workmanship. You have been born of my thought, every part of you placed together by my hands.
You have my thumbprint upon you. You are a prince, did you know that? You are My child,
the son of the King! I look at you and see a precious, priceless pearl. There is no ocean I would
not swim, no mountain I would not climb, no price I would not pay to have you and to be with
you and call you my own. I already have. I have done all that I could, given all that there is. I
desire to be with you every moment of every day. How I long for you to talk to me every day.
My love for you never grows cold. My promises are never broken (contrary to what he might
lead you to believe). My character never changes. And you, my son, have been made in my
image. I love you dearly, unconditionally and completely, I understand every emotion that you
have. I’ve been there. I count every tear that you cry. I know every hair on you head. And do
you know what? I even know your weaknesses and your failures and your fears. I know those
hidden parts of you that you wish would go away. Those dark concerns of your world that you
stuff deep down, praying that no one will ever see. I have already seen them and they will not
change my love for you. Nothing will. I love your heart and I desire all of it. I just wanted to
remind you today of how beautiful you are and how precious you are to me.
With immeasurable love,
Your Heavenly Father
—Author Unknown

Artists’ Corner

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

James Rainer FDCF “Inmate with Bible”

O

Invite the Pastor

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
to visit congregations on Sundays. He can
give a brief update on the ministry, a sermon,
a children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. Just
needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

The Church of the Damascus Road

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.Postage
PAID
Fort Dodge,
Iowa
Permit #4

239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

November 2018
All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

Kline Goeders-Pres/ST.........Jeremiah Kubat
Terence Walker-VP/P&W....... Richard Davis
Leland Littsen II-ST.......... Aidan Miller-Sec
Patrill Ellis-Mus.............Courtney Smith-Lib
Anthony Powers.................. Daniel Perkins
Brian Sproston.........................Tom Reisch

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR
on FaceBook
he Church of Damascus Road is now on

T

Facebook. There are currently a few videos and
pictures and will be updated when more are
available. Also check for updates for upcoming events.
To LIKE us, log into Facebook with the link https://
www.facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

Weekly Schedule

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

Reintegration Steering Committee

Dennis Booth-Pres............ Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Barb Rossbach-Sec........................ Diane Vavak
Mark Juhl....Doug Rossbach....... Mike Malvesti
Pastor Kim Wills...................... Pastor Jeff Ungs
Pastor Paul Stone.................... Carroll Lang-Dir

Outside Church Council

Mark Juhl-Pres.........................Diane Vavak-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Dennis Booth...Mike Malvesti... Barb Rossbach
Pastor Jeff Ungs..................... Pastor Paul Stone
Carroll Lang............................ Pastor Kim Wills

FDCF Church Council

Stephen Jonas-Pres..........Timothy Smith-VP
Terry King................. Johnnie Tharp-Mus/ST
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST... Kenton Schooling
Jordan Townsley..................... Keith Taylor
David Robbins...... Nathanael Madlock-Mus
Phillip Church.....................Kendrick Rudd
Steven Klein

Weekly Schedule

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
Thank you for your support.
— Pastor Paul Stone

