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“Time, Time, Time Is On My Side”

W

hen the Rolling Stones released their song in 1964, I was about to turn 16 years
old. As I waited to be able to drive (legally), I thought the Stones (pun intended)
were all wet. The pages of the calendar could not turn
fast enough. Finally, months after most of my friends, I could
drive in the daylight.
Lots of guys in our prisons wait impatiently for time to advance.
Some of them, the smart ones, recognize the value of the time they
are serving and use it wisely. Many say upon departure, “I really
needed the time I did to get my head on straight and to get in
touch with the Lord.” It is their hope and mine that their renewed
relationship with Jesus will allow them to walk different paths
that they did when they were last out. For those men, their time
has been well-spent.
The Church of the Damascus Road is 20 years old in Fort
Dodge and twenty-one in Rockwell City. Over the years many
hundreds of men have spent time with us in worship, Bible study,
Pastor Paul E Stone
and fellowship. We are still the Church and we are the Church
together.
We are together through good times and bad; we know Jesus is always with us and that
the Holy Spirit establishes our directions and leads our walks.
To keep the The Church of the Damascus Road ministry vital, we need to ask you for
extra support now. The time is critical if we are to continue to serve men in both prisons
and those in particular need when they get out. As my dad wrote to me on a white index
card way back when, “Now is the Time.”
God Bless our Ministries,
—Pastor Paul

Storytellers@Home

Annual Gathering

T

he next Annual Gathering of The
Church of the Damascus Road will
begin 3:00pm Sunday, November
11, 2018 at Emanuel-St. John Lutheran
Church, in Lytton.
The afternoon Reentry Reintegration
forum will feature Michael Jacobson, CPA
and Western Iowa Synod Treasurer, who
will field questions regarding 501(c)3 status for reentry teams.
A meal will be served at 5:15pm. A freewill donation will be taken to cover the cost
of the meal.
The business meeting, Foundation report and program will begin after the meal.
Former members who are returning
citizens will also be with us to share their
experiences while incarcerated and since
their release.
Mary and Jack Mortenson, Sioux Falls,
are also planning to attend. Mary is retiring as Director of Prison Congregations of
America, and wants to greet us “one more
time.”
Please make plans to join us for this
time of renewal and inspiration, renewing friendships and greeting old and new
friends.

Inside the Flash!

D

ustin Doyl read a story book, recording it into a laptop computer. The video file was
converted and burned to a DVD. The book and DVD were sent to his four kids,
Kristy, Alaina, Shaun and Luke, who put the DVD in the drive and all four watched
and listened on their flat-screen TV as Dad read the story book. This is a great way for dads
(and uncles) to keep in touch with their families.
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A Letter to Our Donors

Dear Fellow Christians,
Hello, I am Mark Juhl, President of the Outside Church Council for The Church of
the Damascus Road. Partly as a joke, but also seriously, I often tell people that, “I am a
Lutheran and I’ve been one all my life, I don’t know any
better.” I leave it for them to decide how to take that last
part of my comment. But seriously, I have been blessed, not
only with having good Christian parents, but being raised in
a stable home where I was expected to participate in church
and church activities, and in a community where there were
opportunities for a good education. I was blessed with finding a great woman to share my life with and always having
a job. Even in the years when our income was sparse I was
always blessed with having a way to provide.
Many of you who read this can probably relate to growing up and being blessed in similar ways, but many of the
men who attend the services at The Church of the Damascus
Road were not so blessed, and while in prison they have
become acquainted with God’s love for them through The
Mark Juhl
Church of the Damascus Road or renewal programs like
Brothers in Blue.
We have truly been blessed with much, and Luke writes “From everyone who has been
given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much,
much more will be asked.” (Luke 12:48b)
I know there are times when we struggle, and being in an agricultural community at
this time might be stressful what with commodity prices that are not adequate and weather
conditions that can be problematic, but still, if we look around, we can see how God is
blessing us; how he has “entrusted us with much.”
We appreciate the relationship you have had with The Church of the Damascus Road.
You may have seen firsthand the positive impact that God is having on the men and how
he is using The Church of Damascus Road to reach them. Occasionally we need to make
an appeal to those of you who understand this to consider if you can help more, through
increased financial support and participation in our worship services. Another way to help
is to tell your fellow church members and friends about this ministry and encourage them
to support it with their gifts.
As you know, the actual inmate members of The Church of the Damascus Road who
have jobs only make as much as 55¢ per hour and, although they are generous givers during
worship, they are not able to support the congregation, so we are completely dependent on
support from congregations, organizations and individuals surrounding these two prisons.
Thus, any additional support you might consider giving is needed to keep this congregation as vibrant as ever.
Well, I don’t know any better way to have the gospel reach inside prison than to have
it already there in the men who are members of a prison congregation, and I don’t know
any better way of meeting the congregation’s financial needs than to ask you, who have
been blessed, to consider increasing that help.
God’s Peace and Blessings to you all,
Mark Juhl

J

Meet Our New Office Manager

anet Enderlin has joined our staff, replacing her twin sister, Joyce Phelps. Jan has experience as a secretary in the
???? department of Iowa Central Community College. Although she is comfortable at the keyboard, there are a lot of
“little” things to learn about managing records and correspondence and finances to name only a few. Her sense of humor is
one great asset, helping her handle the bewildering tasks well.
Jan, though raised a Baptist, was, of late, a member of Riverside United Methodist Church where she was very active
playing for worship services and as secretary of the congregation until the church closed recently, so she and her husband,
John, are seeking a new church home.
We are appreciative of the skills she brings to the office of
The Church of the Damascus Road and look forward to our
time together. Welcome, Jan!

Jan Enderlin

Brothers in Blue meets in the MPC Gym.

NCCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he Brothers in Blue weekend at NCCF
will be October 4-7, 2018. Applications are available from Pastor Stone.
Deadline is September 27, 2018. Even if
you are not sure you’ll still be here by then,
sign up anyway, just in case. This renewal
ministry has been an awakening for many.
—Pastor Paul Stone

Why do we
only rest in
peace? Why
don’t we live
in peace, too?

Get the Flash in a Flash

T

o receive the Flash! electronically
as a .pdf, just send us your email
address (include your name and address so we can stop sending by mail) to
cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Foundation Anniversary

W

e mark September 8 as the official
first anniversary of The CoDR
Foundation. We say a hearty
Thanks to Pastor Paul Stone as his one
year term is completed and we welcome
Jon Pagel as the new member. Jon is Pastor Paul’s successor, not his ‘replacement’,
since Pastor Paul is irreplaceable! We will
continue to ask for his counsel and advice as
he continues to serve The CoDR. Jon Pagel
is a faithful member of the St. Paul Lutheran/
Presbyterian Church in Rockwell City and
will start his 4 year term on the Foundation
board on September 8.
Thanks to all the participants in the WIS
Bishop’s Golf outing in Spirit Lake. Dennis
Booth reported that ‘a good time was had by
all’ and net proceeds of over $1000 will help
the Foundation reach the 2018 fund raising
goal of $25,000.
The board of the Foundation and the
Outside Council continue to ASK for support, strengthened by the words of Christ in
Matt. 7:7 ‘ASK and it will be given to you:’.
—Jim Willis

Foundation Board of Directors
Positions are approved by the CoDR Outside Church Council:
Ongoing Term..........CoDR Vice President
(presently Diane Vavak, Board Co-Treas./Secy.)

3 year term.......................James Willis, VP
2 year term.............Pastor Jim Davis, Pres.
1 year term....Connie Gustafson, Co-Treas.
4 year term.................................. Jon Pagel
Henceforth, terms will be for four years,
one Board Member elected each year.

R

Constitutional/Civil Rights

A

recent decision was handed down to abolish the civil commitment of sex offenders, stating:
“It is a violation of their civil rights to incarcerate them after they have served their time.”
That got me to thinking about other rights that are denied inmates and returning citizens,
such as the right to vote, or, in the case of sex offenders, the right to live wherever they wish to
live, without the restrictions of the 2000-foot rule.
Could that mean that incarceration in jail or prison denies convicted
people of their rights, too? They certainly are not allowed to run for public
office, or vote for those who are running for public office.
For the safety of the public, persons guilty of crimes are locked in jails or
prisons “to serve and protect” society. Police cruisers and jails and prisons
have that phrase painted on vehicles or buildings.
Persons who are released before their actual sentence is served, are “on
Rev. Carroll Lang parole” until such time it is deemed “served” by the parole board. They do
not have the right to vote, until they apply for it, and that right is granted.
Reentry Reintegration teams extend their love to returning citizens, helping them reunite
with their families, find employment, and live law-abiding lives. On the occasion when a reentry
reintegration team tries to help, the returning citizen ends up violating parole or getting into more
trouble and winding up back in prison. The problem, all too often, is because of addiction. It is
a disease of epidemic proportions that is sweeping our nation and swelling prison populations.
Christ is calling returning citizens to set boundaries so that they obey Christ’s command, too.
Returning citizens also should have a right to receive treatment for addiction. Something
needs to be done to provide treatment rather than punishment, because punishment does not deter
addiction or commiting crimes to feed the addiction. It’s time to express our anger regarding
this, and at the same time, show compassion for those who are caught in the grip of addiction.
More compassionate teams are needed in order to assist returning citizens to reintegrate
into our communities by breaking the chain of addiction and restoring their rights as citizens.
If you and others in your community are willing to form a team for this vital ministry. contact
me at CDLng@aol.com or call 515-571-6566(C)
God bless your ministry of Reentry Reintegration,
—Pastor Carroll Lang, Reentry Reintegration Coordinator

Remember Us

emember us in your will. The
Church of the Damscus Road Foundation is a great place to designate a
portion of your estate, because your legacy
will continue to support The Church of the
Damascus Road’s ministry to “the least of
these” for many, many years to come.

Kossuth County Presbyterians collected books from several parishes and brought over
425 books to the CoDR office in St. Olaf Lutheran Church for Story Tellers. Assistant Pastor Walter Reemstma and one of the parishoners delivered nine boxes.

Artists’ Corner

Jesse Willard 2017

O

Invite the Pastor

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
to visit congregations on Sundays. He can
give a brief update on the ministry, a sermon,
a children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. Just
needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.
The Church of the Damascus Road

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.Postage
PAID
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Iowa
Permit #4

239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

Kline Goeders-Pres/ST.........Jeremiah Kubat
Terence Walker-VP/P&W....... Richard Davis
Christopher McCoy-Mus/ST.. Aidan Miller
Patrill Ellis-Mus............Courtney Smith-Lib
Josh Alfredson-Sec/ST/Mus.... Daniel Perkins

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR on FaceBook

T

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

Weekly Schedule

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

Reintegration Steering Committee

Dennis Booth-Pres............ Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Barb Rossbach-Sec........................ Diane Vavak
Mark Juhl....Doug Rossbach....... Mike Malvesti
Pastor Kim Wills...................... Pastor Jeff Ungs
Pastor Paul Stone.................... Carroll Lang-Dir

Outside Church Council

Mark Juhl-Pres.........................Diane Vavak-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Dennis Booth...Mike Malvesti... Barb Rossbach
Pastor Jeff Ungs..................... Pastor Paul Stone
Carroll Lang............................ Pastor Kim Wills

FDCF Church Council

Stephen Jonas-Pres............... Timothy Smith
Douglas Washburn.....................Terry King
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST...Johnnie Tharp-Mus
Jamodd Sallis-Mus.........Michael Benson-ST
David Robbins........................ Keith Taylor
Nathanael Matlock-Mus

Weekly Schedule

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
Thank you for your support.
— Pastor Paul Stone

