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Who Are You?

s I travel down my path to God,
the only thing I find not lacking is
advice. One comes and pulls me in
its directions, that “you should follow this
path if you are a Christian.” Another comes
and pulls that way, “that you would be better
if you went this way.” And yet another
proclaims, “follow this path if you want to
be a Christian.” But what do they know of
me? What do they really want from someone
who has not eagerly sought their counsel?
Since when did being a believer give
carte blanche for deciding for another what
they should do, or what they should be?
I watch and I listen, and I find few who
believe as I do. We are all children of God.
And how we act and what we say, especially
when we are treated unfairly, are those things
that identify us as children of God. We are
the ‘peculiar’ people to the rest of the world.
There was an incident a short time ago,
over which I was dismissed from my job in
the kitchen bakery. Several co-workers who
live on my unit came to me one Saturday and
said, “Hey, they’ve got a package of KoolAid in the office with your name on it! You
better come up with a story or you’re going
to get fired.” I was in disbelief and replied
that I hadn’t taken anything. As I went back
Monday morning, I was sent back to my
unit by kitchen staff, telling me I was under
suspension until further notice.
So I returned to my unit and it didn’t take
long for my dismissal to become known
around the unit. But I wasn’t angry or upset.
I just went into my room and gave it all to
God in prayer.
Co-workers and others kept telling me I
should file a grievance, or file for wrongful
dismissal; that I should fight back. One
of my friends was talking to me the next
evening, and he was mad at me because he
was more upset over my dismissal than I
was. I quietly laughed and told him it was
in God’s hands, and I had faith that truth
would prevail.
On Friday afternoon I was called into the
office in the kitchen. My supervisor began
with apologies for acting rashly before
having all the facts. And even though they
had hired someone to replace me, they were
giving me my old job back. And on the
following Monday I returned to work. And
though I was originally in 5th position in the
Bakery, my supervisor walked up to me and
said, “You’re my number three guy now.”

We must have faith and trust in God. If
we want to be Christian, we must walk and
act like Christians. Others are watching. But
some will say that didn’t seem like much of
an ordeal, how can you say God did that? To
you I answer in the words of the Messiah,
“You have been trustworthy in a few things,
I will put you in charge of many things”
(Matthew 25:21).
Some have questioned me about the
company I keep: “If you’re a Christian, why
do you spend time with non-believers and
those in denial?” If I were a fisher of men,
would I be standing in the fish market, or
battling rough waters to gather the catch?
One of those in defiance gets upset every
time I, or anyone else, brings up anything
about Christianity. But by befriending him, he
becomes a witness to my faith. And over the
past two months, on more than one occasion,
he has approached me with questions about
the Bible. I answer his questions so that he
may gain an understanding of that which he
was seeking. He’s always appreciative of
my explanations, and we move on to other
things. He is also a short-tempered man who
has little time for other people’s problems.
Yet I am the opposite. Often in the middle of
a game of dominos, someone will bring their
problem to our table. Though he grumbles, I
will listen to his story and do my best to offer
encouragement. When these situations first
occurred, he would get up and storm away
from the table. Now he merely grumbles a
bit, but remains there as a silent bystander.
Is he becoming a Christian? I don’t know,
nor is it my concern what label he wears.
My job is to bait the hook. It is his choice
on whether or not to take the bait! But what
gives me hope is that one day he said to me,
“If you start rubbing off on me, I’m blaming
you!” I replied, “I accept.”
We each follow our own path to God.
And I guess mine isn’t like others. Instead
of proclaiming the Gospel to the masses,
or teaching others about words, my path
follows one of patience, forgiveness, and
sharing in the sufferings of others. Offering
encouragement instead of condemnation, I
don’t labor to make people into Christians,
I merely show them the door. The choice
to step through the door is theirs and theirs
alone. People know us by our actions and
our walk, not by who we say we are.
I don’t know why others bring their
concerns to me, or even why total strangers

have confessed their innermost thoughts
and fears as I listened. All I know is that the
spirit within me leads me to sympathize with
them and show compassion to them. And
maybe that’s the nature of my path. Instead
of quoting scriptures or giving them rigid
doctrine to follow, I merely encourage them
and attempt to give them some hope that they
can overcome anything if they seek what is
hidden in their hearts. For you see, the Holy
Spirit lives in the hearts of everyone, even
non-believers.
I’d like to close with the words of
James Langtreaux, Chancellor of Regent
University. James was meditating one night
when the Lord interrupted his thoughts. God
said, “Let everyone you meet know I’m sick
and tired of hearing ‘love the sinner, hate
the sin.’ You do your job because I already
did mine.” (God Net, by James Langtreaux,
c.2001, page 191)
—Michael Alkire, FDCF

Prayers for Pastor Stone

P

astor Stone underwent heart valve
replacement, a bypass and a pacemaker in February and
is convalescing in his
home in Eagle Grove.
The county nurse has
told him that he is progressing nicely. The
members of CoDR have
been praying for his rePastor Paul E Stone
covery, and he should
be able to be back with us by April. Your
prayers are welcomed as well.
Meanwhile, Pastor Lang is “back in the
saddle again” until Pastor Stone returns.
Prayers are welcomed for him, too.
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CoDR Foundation

he Church of the Damascus Road
Foundation Board has been working
very hard to get the Foundation up and
running. Over the past several months we have
taken care of all the legal requirements for
establishing the CoDR Foundation; established
the appropriate accounts locally and with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America for
gifts to the Foundation; developed brochures
and other fund-raising materials; made a
presentation at the CoDR Annual Meeting; and,
developed a strategy for soliciting funds. While
we have accomplished much, there is yet much
work to be done.
The CoDR Foundation has already received
several gifts and we are eagerly anticipating
strong support for the Foundation. The purpose
of the Foundation is to ensure the long-term
strength and viability of the Church of the
Damascus Road and the life-changing ministry
it does with the inmates at The Fort Dodge
and Rockwell City Correctional Facilities and
through aftercare and the other ministries of the
Church of the Damascus Road.
The Foundation Board is in the process of
identifying organizations and individuals it can
ask for support. If you are aware of a foundation
we could solicit for support or individuals
we can share the story of the Church of the
Damascus Road with and invite their support,
please contact the office and let us know. We
need and will appreciate your support.
If you are interested in learning more about
the Church of the Damascus Road Foundation,
having a conversation about giving possibilities,
or making a gift, please contact us so we can
provide whatever assistance you need.
We are also interested in visiting with
congregations about the Foundation and hope
all of you will support us in doing so.
We hope we can count on your prayers and
support as we work together to strengthen and
provide for the long-term viability of this most
exciting ministry.
—Pastor Jim Davis

Foundation Board of Directors

Positions approved by the CoDR Outside
Church Council on August 21, 2017:
Ongoing Term...........CoDR Vice President
(presently Diane Vavak)
4 year term..............................James Willis
3 year term.......................Pastor Jim Davis
2 year term..................... Connie Gustafson
1 year term................. Pastor Paul E. Stone
Henceforth, terms will be for four years,
one Board Member elected each year.

hen I look at the world in which I live I see nothing but stone buildings and metal
fences with razor wire, lost faces, and hopeless dreams to last a lifetime.
But Christ is here with us. All we have to do is look up and see him. For me,
it’s the tall fences that surround me. For every inch of the fence I see there are crosses and
the hands of all the people of the world linked together to form Christianity.
The chain links are what hold Christianity together, and the metal rods that form the
cross is Christ keeping us straight and strong.
Even though we sway from side to side and bend to the wind, in which is the bad in
prison, there still stands the fence, and if it breaks, it is fixed by helping hands and once
again stands tall.
For there might be holes in the fence to look out through, but if you back up and look
again, there’s the cross and the linked hands willing to support you, to help you, to keep
you safe, and with Christ in your heart, you can be saved as well.
Just take a walk around the places in which we live and Christ will show himself to you.
All you have to do is look up and see that he is everywhere, from the smallest grain of sand
to the great sky above — and somewhere in the middle of all that is Christ.
Faith, hope and love is for all.
—James Rainer FDCF

Office Manager Retiring

J

oyce Phelps has served CoDR faithfully
as Office Manager for the past 10 years
and has announced
her
plans to retire
and move to be
near her daughter and her family. Joyce has
kept track of
finances
and
donations, congregational
records,
correspondence,
producing the
Joyce Phelps
scripture folders for worship inside, sent in the lists of
visitors for weekly worship, and that only
‘scratches the surface’ of what she does
5 days per week. Because of her love for
CoDR, Joyce has stayed on well past when
most perople would have retired. “Now it’s
time to retire,” she said, “but I will stay on
until we train a replacement.”
Joyce, we are truly grateful for your
partnership in the ministry of CoDR and
we wish you well in your new adventure.
The Outside Church Council will now
be exploring how to fill this position, preferably before May 1.

When you
make a
commitment,
you build hope.
When you keep
it you build
trust.

Get the Flash in a Flash

T

o receive the Flash! electronically
as a .pdf, just send us your email
address (include your name and address so we can stop sending by mail) to
cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor
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Ministry
Supporters
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Endowment Gifts
Sukup Family Foundation
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Mission Partners $3000+ per year
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Rev. Paul Stone, Eagle Grove
Sponsors $2000—$2999 per year
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran, Lytton
Hands of Hope Conference
St. John Lutheran, Pomeroy
Morningside Lutheran, Sioux City
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
First Lutheran, Algona
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty
Extra Milers $1000—$1999 per year
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Christ Lutheran, LeMars
Hope Lutheran, Everly
Immanuel Lutheran, Harlan
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Samuel Evangelical Lutheran, Eagle Grove
St. John Lutheran, Palmer
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
St. Peter Lutheran, Pocahontas
Trinity Lutheran, Moville
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Dennis & Candace Booth, Lytton
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Richard Hersom, Fort Dodge
Lois Johnson, Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Solveig Lundgren, Fort Dodge
James McColley, Fort Dodge
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, TX
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City
Friends $500—$999 per year
American Lutheran, Melvin
Bethany Lutheran, Laurens
First Lutheran, Clarion
First Lutheran, Milford
First Presbyterian, Lakota
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
Seeds of Faith Conference, Glidden
St. John Lutheran, Corwith
St. Mark Lutheran, Sioux City
St. Paul Lutheran, Lakota
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Trinity Lutheran, Ottosen
Western Iowa Synod ELCA
Zion Lutheran, Gowrie
Stanley and Marlene Ahrendt, Sioux City
David & LuAnn Bohnet, Jefferson
George Hedges, Scranton
Rev Margaret Jackson, Fort Dodge
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Dale Siebrecht, Curlew
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Arvin Schmidt, Hartley
Rollin Swanson, Fort Dodge
Judith Walrod, Somers

“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”

Constructive Anger

I

n John 2:13-22 the writer recounts the time when Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Passover
and visited the Temple. There he saw how his fellow Jews had turned the courtyard into
a marketplace. Originally the leaders thought they were providing a service for all the
pilgrims who traveled great distances to observe Passover by providing sacrificial animals
and doves so they would not have to bring animals from home, feeding
them along the way. But over the yers the leaders charged more and more
for their services, taking advantage of and abusing the poor. When Jesus
saw all this, he got angry, made a whip of cords and drove them all out.
Cattle and sheep were running everywhere, doves and feathers flying,
and coins clattering to the pavement. It caused a great stir.
Jesus’ anger seem ‘out-of-sorts’ to us, not something we expect from
a loving Son of God. Jesus “cleansed the Temple” of all the wrongs that
Rev. Carroll Lang were being carried out. When is anger constructive?
A few weeks ago, after a mass shooting in a high school in Lakeland, Florida, the students
spilled into the streets angrily shouting “No more!” “Stop this violence” “Do something—
NOW!” In their anger they were demanding action. Young people in other states did the
same thing. We seem to have an epidemic of mass shootings. Something needs to be done!
Maybe it’s time we engaged in some constructive anger, too. On many occasions when
a reentry reintegration team tries to help a returning citizen, the returning citizen ends up
violating parole or getting into more trouble and winding up back in prison. The problem,
all too often, is because of addiction. It is a disease of epidemic proportions that is sweeping
our nation and swelling prison populations. Something needs to be done to provide treatment
rather than punishment, because punishment does not deter addiction or commiting crimes
to feed the addiction. It’s time to express our anger regarding this, and at the same time,
show compassion for those who are caught in the grip of addiction.
More compassionate teams are needed in order to assist returning cizens to reintegrate
into our communities by breaking the chain of addiction.
If you and others in your community are willing to form a team for this vital ministry.
contact me at CDLng@aol.com or call 515-571-6566(C)
God bless your ministry of Reentry Reintegration,
—Pastor Carroll Lang, Reentry Reintegration Coordinator

Wasted days, wasted mind
Looking for another line
Wasted world, going down
How long will we be around?
People running to and fro
Seeking for a place to go
Wasted world, going down
How long will they be around?
Have a son, can’t quite say
The world be here, all his days?
Confusing world, going down
How long will it be around?
A walk thru the desert
Should have taken 11 days
Lasted 40 years
Because of what they did
Angered Him; the One who sees all

Wasted

His mercy fed them, and kept their clothes new.
Walked round and round
Till the whole generation fell dead
Wasted words can be so absurd
One day again they all will be heard
Your wasted words all going down
He warned you that in a book they’d be found.
Wished I for one, a long time ago
With eyes wide open, only 11 days would go
Instead round and round in the desert,
Well fed and with new clothes
How long will I, Lord, still keep going around?
Wasted days and wasted mind
Why must I look for another line?
This wasted world is going down
How long will I still be around?
—William Bell FDCF 4/18/08

Artists’ Corner
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Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

James Rainer, NCCF 2017
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Invite the Pastor

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
to visit congregations on Sundays. He can
give a brief update on the ministry, a sermon,
a children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. Just
needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

Kline Goeders-Pres................ Nico Johnson
Terence Walker-ST/VP/P&W....... Matt Miller
Christopher McCoy..............................?-Lib
Patrill Ellis.............................Thomas Belz
Josh Alfredson-P&W...............James Rainer
Charles Foster............................Todd Losh

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR on FaceBook

T

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

Weekly Schedule

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

Reintegration Steering Committee

Dennis Booth-Pres............ Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Barb Rossbach-Sec........................ Diane Vavak
Mark Juhl....Doug Rossbach....... Mike Malvesti
Pastor Kim Wills...................... Pastor Jeff Ungs
Pastor Paul Stone.................... Carroll Lang-Dir

Outside Church Council

Mark Juhl-Pres.........................Diane Vavak-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Dennis Booth...Mike Malvesti... Barb Rossbach
Pastor Jeff Ungs..................... Pastor Paul Stone
Carroll Lang............................ Pastor Kim Wills

FDCF Church Council

Kevin Reid-Pres/ST...........Larry Maxwell-ST
Michael GoehringVP..................Terry King
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST.. David Douglass-ST
Stephen Jonas-BiB...................Kelton Houts
Lamont Prince.......................Richard Dodd
Jeffrey Littrel.................... Michael Benson

Weekly Schedule

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
Thank you for your support.
— Pastor Paul Stone

