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A Word of Grace

CoDR Foundation

T

he Church of the Damascus Road
has ministered to inmates in prisons
in Rockwell City and Fort Dodge for
20 years. Even though several churches,
community members, and some corporations have been generous supporters over
the years, the Outside Church Council of
CoDR has consistently faced financial challenges. In order to prepare for the future, a
new Foundation his been established. Five
members of the Board of Directors of the
Foundation have been designated by the
outside council: Rev. Paul Stone, Pastor of
CoDR; Rev. Jim Davis, Pastor of Zion Lutheran Church, Gowrie; Diane Vavak, Vice
President of the Outside Church Council
of CoDR, a member of St. Paul Lutheran
and Presbyterian Church, Rockwell City;
Connie Gustafson, a member of Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge; and Jim Willis, member of Emanuel St. John Lutheran Church,
Lytton. The directors are currently holding
monthly meetings, developing Bylaws, and
plans for a fund raising campaign. The fund
will be held ‘in perpetuity’ and no distributions will be made until at least $50,000 has
been raised. As in the case of an Endowment Fund, distributions will be made from
a percentage of the value of the total fund,
and distributions will be made to support
the financial needs of CoDR.
—Jim Willis

Foundation Board of Directors

Positions approved by the CoDR Outside
Church Council on August 21, 2017:
Ongoing Term...........CoDR Vice President
(presently Diane Vavak)
4 year term..............................James Willis
3 year term.......................Pastor Jim Davis
2 year term..................... Connie Gustafson
1 year term................. Pastor Paul E. Stone
Henceforth, terms will be for four years,
one Board Member elected each year.

CoDR Annual Gathering

“For where God built a church, there the Devil
would also build a chapel.” —Martin Luther

W

hat is it that saves us? Is it our
works and merits? Is it how much
money or how many friends we
have? No! Absolutely not, but it is by God’s
loving grace that we are saved through his
son, Jesus Christ, whom he gave for us as a
sacrifice for the forgiveness of all of our sins.
“But, I must earn this in some way,
right?”
No. We attain forgiveness of our sins
(and not just some of our sins, but all of our
sins) by faith in him, our Lord Jesus Christ,
and our faith comes from what we hear, and
that is, of course, hearing the living Word
of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
and not just being hearers of his Word, but
doers of His living Word. We, of course,
become doers of His Word by believing
in His Word and knowing He does not lie
about anything, but he holds up to all of his
promises which he has given to us through
the Holy Scriptures and the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ, our one and only Savior.
On the other hand, this does not in any
shape or form entitle us to keep living a
life full of sin, but we are to pick up our
cross and follow Jesus and conquer our sin
and the Devil himself, for God has already
conquered the world, sin and the Devil.
So, if we have him living in us, we have
conquered already when we believe it to be
the Truth, and then have faith in his Son,
Jesus Christ. Amen.
—Creighton Paul Catlett, NCCF 10-24-17

T

he Annual Gathering of The Church
of the Damascus Road will be on
Sunday, November 12, 2017 at St.
Mark Lutheran, 1614 West Fifth Street,
Storm Lake.
Registration starts at 2:30pm, 3-5pm
will be a time of Reentry Team sharing and
discussion. A meal will be served at 5:15pm
and after the meal we will have a speaker,
Jim Willis, of the CoDR Foundation Board.
We will have a brief business meeting. Former members of CoDR inside will
share what CoDR meant to them and what
their reentry team means to them now.
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FDCF Brothers-in-Blue

T
To The Church of the Damascus Road

T

hank you, everyone, for all you taught me. I will never forget you and will do my
best to prove to you the prodigal son can most surely learn his lesson and carry out
greatness.
If you ever decide to try drinking or using drugs again you have subconsciously decided
that another trip to prison is acceptable to you.
A new start, a newfound confidence, and the right to the pursuit of happiness. I deserve
to be at peace for it is my right. My right to be content and love myself. My heart goes
out to those lost in a state of unconsciousness. I feel wise to nobody. I’m tired of all of the
talking tough. As I wake up this morning in prison, with love and thanks, biscuits and gravy
await me, along with juice, milk, a cinnamon roll, sack lunch and some chocolate chip
cookies. Ha! I make myself a cup of Keefee coffee and tune my radio to a great song and
watch the sun rise. Birds all around me dancing and flying free, as I take in all this peace.
The devil can’t believe how I’m able to see all the blessings. He attacks, but I know where
these thoughts are coming from and gently direct them toward blessings again and pray.
Father, if it be thy will, allow me to be in joy all this day. Please allow the spirit of
forgiveness to surround my soul! Guide my every move in a way that brings peace to others.
Set my path toward wisdom and the perfect book to teach me all I need to know in order
to continue the rest of my days in joy on earth as it is in heaven. Amen
—Jesse Mugan

he 37th weekend at FDCF is scheduled for December 7-10, 2017. See
Pastor Stone in the Chapel for applications. Please note that visits are not allowed, so be sure to notify those on your
visiting list not to visit on that weekend.
The application deadline is Friday, December 1.
Prayer in support of the weekend is one
way persons on the ‘outside’ can support
this renewal ministry, or mail letters of encouragement to CoDR (address on page 4).

Brothers in Blue meets in the FDCF Gym

Worry is
interest
paid on
trouble
before it is
due.

A Thought for the Day

H

ave you ever met that one person who just always seems to light up the room when
they arrive? I mean, they have this kind of personality of hope and joy and their
like always smiling. They walk in confidence. They always seem to be happy. Even
when they tell you the bad stuff they’re facing, they have this reassuring smile on their
face, like they know everything is going to be OK. They carry
about them this sense of strength and stability even though there
might be earthquakes in their lives. They exude this sense of hope
and peace even when the flood waters are rising and threatening.
Maybe you’re that person.
That’s what I think of when I read the words in the Bible
written by the Apostle Paul. He has this tenacity about him as
he writes, no matter what his circumstances.
Let’s face it, this guy gave up a lucrative career when he
became a follower of Jesus. He was on the rise, climbing the
ladder, as it were, in the religious world as a Pharisee. But then
Jesus stepped into his life and everything he thought he knew,
he had to relearn. He had to figure things out through the life of
Rev. Dr. MM Marxhausen
Jesus in him. Everything he once stood on became sinking sand
and washed away.
Here’s a guy who had it all, in a worldly kind of way, then gave it all up to follow Jesus.
And let’s face it, it cost him. He was beaten, he was whipped, he was mistreated and abused
by many, and he spent much of his later years in prison, though he did nothing wrong to
be thrown in prison. But here’s what he said...
“I have learned to be satisfied with whatever I have. I know what it is to be poor or to
have plenty, and I have lived under all kinds of conditions. I know what it means to be
full or to be hungry, to have too much or too little. Christ gives me the strength to face
anything.” Philippians 4:11-13 CEV
It would be so interesting to sit down and have a one-on-one conversation with this
guy. To ask him how he did it. How did he keep so positive about life? How did he find
enjoyment in hardships? How did he celebrate each day when the skies were so dark? I’m
sure he’d answer now like he answered then: “Christ gives me the strength to face anything.”
Here’s my word of encouragement for you today: I don’t know what you’re facing
today... what hardship you’re dealing with... what dreaded decision you have to make...
but can I tell you, you’re not facing it alone. You never face it alone. Jesus is right there
with you. He will provide everything you need to get through. His strength will be your
strength. His joy - your joy. His peace - your peace. Trust Him.
Father, Walk with me today. Be my strength today. In Jesus name I ask this, Amen.
—Rev. Dr. MM Marxhausen

Get the Flash in a Flash

T

o receive the Flash! electronically
as a .pdf, just send us your email
address (include your name and address so we can stop sending by mail) to
cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”

Donors of $100 per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Spencer
Faith Lutheran, Spencer
First Lutheran, Algona
First Lutheran, Milford
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
Our Savior Lutheran, Albert City
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Elwood & Lavon Rieke, Fargo, ND
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty

Donors of $125 or More Per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran, Lytton
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Humboldt
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. John Lutheran, Pomeroy
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Lakota
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Sukup Family Foundation
David & LuAnn Bohnet, Jefferson
Dennis & Candace Booth, Lytton
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson, Manson
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, Tx
Arvin Schmidt, Hartley
Rev. Paul Stone, Eagle Grove
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City

Substance Abuse and Reintegration

I

n light of the opioid crisis, the September 24, 2017 Fort Dodge Messenger ran several
articles regarding substance abuse and recovery programs. One had the front page
headline, “The only thing I had to change was everything.” Bill was born in Detroit
and he recounts his life of crime and drugs from 8 years old. He “found out that changing
environments—it’s sometimes called a geographic cure in recovery
circles—simply doesn’t work.” Even prison didn’t work for rehab.
“I didn’t accept the fact that it’s a disease.” That it’s not external, it’s
internal, it was his problem. Another front page headline, “Substance
abuse reaches beyond the individual. impacting families and, inevitably,
kids.” And inside was an article titled, “What is addiction?” wih this
quote: “Addiction is a medical disease … a disease of the brain,” …
“Addiction is not curable, but it is treatable … with ongoing support,
Rev. Carroll Lang people can stay in recovery for a long time.”
To me it was helpful to learn a different perspective on substance abuse. One article
from a recovery counselor said that some recovering addicts may relapse several times
before they gain control.
I, too, have felt disappointment when a returning citizen relapses. There are a number
of different ‘stressors’ that can trigger those relapses. Not being an addict myself, I don’t
understand or react in the same way to those stressors (which many of us just shrug off),
but I am more forgiving when those relapses occur. One important thing to encourage is
honesty on the part of the one who relapses to let the team know that the relapse happened
and to discuss the steps that will help him or her to avoid another relapse in the future.
The important thing to keep in mind is the attitude that Christ modeled for us when Peter
asked: “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to
seven times?” Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.” In
other words, don’t keep counting, just forgive.
Bear in mind that it is not failure on your part as a team. As long as you are loving the
returning citizen you are fulfilling the command of Christ to “love one another as I have loved
you.” The real “failure” is that our society is woefully short of effective recovery programs.
I guess that means we need to pray about that lack and the need to have recovery programs,
and then to plead that cause to medical institutions and officials in our communities.
God bless your ministry of Reentry Reintegration,
—Pastor Carroll Lang, Reentry Reintegration Coordinator

Morning Prayer
As I woke up this morning
and climbed out of bed
I had a long talk with Jesus
this is what I said

— Robert L. Johnson II
You are the spark
that ignites the eternal fire
to serve you Lord Jesus
is your will I desire

Even though I am not worthy
worthy of your love
you still have a place for me
in heaven above

I shall spread the gospel
for everyone to hear
how wonderful life is
when you are always near

As I begin each day
you are the light upon my path
never to forsake me
your love shall always last

I praise you Jesus
always there for me
no longer a life of bondage
my soul has been set free!
Amen

Artists’ Corner

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

James Rainer, NCCF 2017

O

Invite the Pastor

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
to visit congregations on Sundays. He can
give a brief update on the ministry, a sermon,
a children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. Just
needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

The Church of the Damascus Road

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.Postage
PAID
Fort Dodge,
Iowa
Permit #4

239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

November 2017
All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

Mike Newell-Pres/ST...........Donovan Sands
Brian Brutus-Sec/Lib..............Kline Goeders
Creighton Catlett................. Jeremy Adams
David Wesley....Terence Walker-ST/VP/P&W
Josh Alfredson-P&W.......... Derrick Roberts
Charles Foster........................James Rainer

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR on FaceBook

T

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

Weekly Schedule

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

Reintegration Steering Committee

Dennis Booth-Pres............ Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Barb Rossbach-Sec........................ Diane Vavak
Mark Juhl....Doug Rossbach....... Mike Malvesti
Pastor Kim Wills...................... Pastor Jeff Ungs
Pastor Paul Stone.................... Carroll Lang-Dir

Outside Church Council

Mark Juhl-Pres.........................Diane Vavak-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Dennis Booth...Mike Malvesti... Barb Rossbach
Pastor Jeff Ungs..................... Pastor Paul Stone
Carroll Lang............................ Pastor Kim Wills

FDCF Church Council

Kevin Reid-Pres/ST............... Larry Maxwell
Christopher McCoy-VP/ST..........Terry King
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST.. David Douglass-ST
Michael Goehring..................Kelton Houts
Lamont Prince.......................Richard Dodd
Jeffrey Littrel

Weekly Schedule

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
Thank you for your support.
— Pastor Paul Stone

