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CoDR Foundation

T

he Church of the Damascus Road
has ministered to inmates in prisons
in Rockwell City and Fort Dodge for
20 years. Even though several churches,
community members, and some corporations have been generous supporters over
the years, the Outside Church Council of
CoDR has consistently faced financial challenges. In order to prepare for the future, a
new Foundation his been established. Five
members of the Board of Directors of the
Foundation have been designated by the
outside council: Rev. Paul Stone, Pastor
of CoDR; Rev. David Grindberg, Pastor
of St. Olaf Lutheran Church, Fort Dodge;
Rev. Jim Davis, Pastor of Zion Lutheran
Church, Gowrie; Diane Vavak, Vice President of the Outside Church Council of
CoDR, a member of St. Paul Lutheran and
Presbyterian Church, Rockwell City; and
Jim Willis, member of Emanuel St. John
Lutheran Church, Lytton. The directors are
currently holding monthly meetings, developing Bylaws, and plans for a fund raising
campaign. The fund will be held ‘in perpetuity’ and no distributions will be made
until at least $50,000 has been raised. As
in the case of an Endowment Fund, distributions will be made from a percentage of
the value of the total fund, and distributions
will be made to support the financial needs
of CoDR.
—Jim Willis

Foundation Board of Directors

Positions approved by the CoDR Outside
Church Council on August 21, 2017:
Ongoing Term...........CoDR Vice President
(presently Diane Vavak)
4 year term..............................James Willis
3 year term.......................Pastor Jim Davis
2 year term..................... Connie Gustafson
1 year term................. Pastor Paul E. Stone
Henceforth, terms will be for four years,
one Board Member elected each year.

Pull Down Maps

T

he Church of the Damascus Road
is seeking some pull-down maps of
Old and New Testament versions of
the Holy Land for use during bible studies
at each prison. If you or your congregation
have any maps you are no longer using, and
which you’d be willing to donate, please
let us know. Since we are unable to see the
Holy Land for ourselves, it is hoped that
while studying a passage, it can be located on a map, giving better understanding
of the scripture passages we are studying.
Thanks!
—Pastor Paul E. Stone

CoDR Annual Gathering

T

he Annual Gathering of The Church
of the Damascus Road will be on
Sunday, November 12, 2017 at St.
Mark Lutheran, 1614 West Fifth Street,
Storm Lake.
Registration starts at 2:30pm, 3-5pm
will be a time of Reentry Team sharing and
discussion. A meal will be served at 5:15pm
and after the meal we will have a speaker,
Jim Willis, of the CoDR Foundation Board.
We will have a brief business meeting. Former members of CoDR inside will
share what CoDR meant to them and what
their reentry team means to them now.

Lighter Side of a Life?

Needed: Story Tellers Books

S

ome time ago a plea was made in
this newsletter for children’s books
for incarcerated dads to read to their
children. Your response was tremendous! We
are finally to the point where we need more
books. If you or people you know could
collect children’s books in good condition
for the dads to read, you would be doing a
great service to the men and their families.
The books could be brought or sent to CoDR
at 239 N. 11th St., Fort Dodge, IA 50501.
Or perhaps arrangements to meet one of us
somewhere could be made. Let the ministry
continue! Thanks in advance.
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That No Flesh Should Glory

“Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by
human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose
the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world
to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things — and
the things that are not — to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him.
” (1 Corinthians 1:26-29)
ideon was used by God to defeat an army of Midianites
and Amalekites (who came against Israel for 7 years
because they did evil in the sight of the Lord) (see
Judges chapters 6 & 7).
These armies, which were numerous as locusts, would encamp against Israel and destroy their produce and livestock.
The angel of the Lord came to Gideon, who was hiding in
a wine press, and said to him, “The Lord is with you, you
mighty man of valor! Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of
the Midianites. Have I not sent you?”
Gideon argued with the angel, and said to him, “O my Lord, how can I save Israel?
Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.”
And the Lord said to him, “Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat the Midianites as one man.”
Gideon, who was shown here to be a coward, was used by God with only 300 untrained
men to defeat a powerful army that was without number so, “That no flesh should glory
in His presence.”
God used Moses to go to Pharaoh and speak for Him, to
bring the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage (Exodus chapter 3).
Moses, by his own admission, was “slow of speech and
slow of tongue…” “O my Lord, please send by the hand of
whomever else You may send.”
Moses knew his natural limitations, but failed to realize
God had chosen a “simple” and “weak” thing “that no flesh
should glory in His presence” or their own abilities.
David was a young shepherd boy who prayed under the
stars and sang to the Lord. God sent Samuel the prophet to
anoint him to be the next king of Israel (Samuel chapter 16).
Jesus, the creator of the universe, came to earth as a carpenter’s son. His disciples were ordinary men of trades.
There was a theme here. God uses ordinary people who’s
hearts are open before Him. Whose hearts are right? People
like you and me.
All these people, with the exception of Jesus, of course,
made mistakes.
Gideon doubted the angel of the Lord and needed a fleece to be coaxed into his calling.
Moses was a murderer, who also doubted the voice of God by comparing his calling
with his own natural ability.
David had committed adultery and murder, before repenting before God after being
confronted by Nathanial the prophet, during his reign as king.
Jesus called the apostle Peter both “the rock that the gates of hell would not prevail
against” and “get behind Me Satan” when Peter refused to allow Jesus to fulfill His calling
at the cross.
The apostle Paul, who wrote a majority of the epistles in the New Testament that we
have today, was murdering and imprisoning Christians when Jesus called him on the road
to Damascus to be used by Him.
Jeremiah once told the Lord, “Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.” He looked at
his natural attributes, but I think it would be safe to say that God used him mightily!
O SIMPLE… WEAK… COMMON… or DESPISED… child of God, know that you
too have a calling of the MOST HIGH! Don’t let the devil deceive you into believing you
don’t! Seek God and He will reveal to you your position in the Body of Christ. Forget your
natural attributes and seek the supernatural abilities of your Lord God! “Surely (He) will
be with you” He will equip you for the task He has for you if you are willing.
He will use you in ways which are “exceedingly abundantly above all that you could
ask or think.”
He is separating to Himself a people, who will dare to trust in the integrity of His Word.
Who will trust Him, and do His work.
Seek Him, obey Him, be willing to be used by Him and do His work, with nothing
doubting, and He will show you the way by His Spirit…“That no flesh should glory in
His presence.”
—William Bell, FDCF 2000

G

Brothers in Blue meets in the MPC Gym.

NCCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he 41st Brothers in Blue weekend
at NCCF will be October 5-8, 2017.
Applications are available from Pastor Stone. Deadline is September 28, 2017.
Even if you are not sure you’ll still be here
by then, sign up anyway, just in case. This
renewal ministry has been an awakening
for many.
—Pastor Paul Stone

When you
forgive, you
heal. When
you let go,
you grow.

Get the Flash in a Flash

T

o receive the Flash! electronically
as a .pdf, just send us your email
address (include your name and address so we can stop sending by mail) to
cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”

New Prison Pastor

R

ev. Jerry and Nancy Collell (in photo).
Rev. Jerry Collell is the newly called
pastor to FreeIndeed. He tells PCA,
“I feel like FreeIndeed in the Anamosa State
Penitentiary is what God has been shaping
me for since high school in Redmond,
Oregon where parish ministry was first
suggested by the pastor and other members
of Zion Lutheran. I was an MP and worked in
the Fort Ord stockade; got an MA in Special
Education; directed residential treatment
of delinquent and emotionally disturbed
adolescents; got my MDiv in Berkeley, CA;
pastored three years in Oregon’s capitol,
six years in the California mountains, three
in their vineyards, and the last fifteen in
Washington—the geographic center of the
‘None Zone.’”
In Washington Pastor Jerry served as
Kairos clergy and spiritual director for
fourteen years in five different prisons and
volunteered and served as pulpit supply for
ten years in Living Stones PCA congregation
inside Washington Corrections Center in
Shelton.
Pastor Jerry put his “boots-on-theground” Monday, July 17th in Anamosa
and has three Sundays calendared already
in Iowa congregations to share the Good
News that God loves us and to invite folks
to be instrumental in supporting FreeIndeed.

Learning a New Step

M

ary Mortenson, Executive Director of Prison Congregations of America, likens planting
new prison congregations to dancing to the music (see article below). In some prisons a
prison congregation is a new step that the administration has to get used to. Every prison
is run differently and every time a new warden comes in, things change again. This got me to
thinking about reentry as dancing. The Reentry Reintegration Team and the Returning Citizen
learn to “dance together” for a smooth transition back onto the dance floor
of society.
Giving returning citizens a chance to become contributing productive
members of society is not an easy ministry, but it is rewarding. The returning citizens need to learn new ‘dance steps.’ There will be awkwardness.
For instance, their criminal past is a big barrier, because employers are often
reluctant to give them a chance to prove themselves. What would it mean to
be a society which can provide opportunities for returning citizens to dance
with the rest of us? It certainly sparks the imagination, doesn’t it?
That’s where we all can help. As a caring part of a Reentry Reintegration team you may need
to help a returning citizen maintain a positive attitude and approach to living (dancing?) “on the
outside.” You may also have to provide food and drink for this ‘stranger,’ help him find clothes
to wear and assist him to make the transition back into society by helping him find a job and a
congregation and realize his niche in your community. When you do, you will have been part of
bringing about a miracle in which they can feel ‘normal’ because they’ve been given a chance.”
You may have to help others in the community to love them, and dance with them, as God loves
them, and encourage them to succeed. Caring, trained reentry teams are needed now more than
ever.
We have scheduled a training session for September 10, from 1:30-5:30pm at St. Olaf Lutheran, 239 N 11th Street, Fort Dodge for all who would like to attend.
If you are willing to form a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone or
email below and we will set a date for a training session. The training typically takes place on a
Saturday or Sunday, from 1:30pm to 5:30pm. You’ll need to find a space for a group of 20+ persons, a screen to project onto, and arrange for some refreshments.
We also need help to form new teams in western Iowa, developing more teams around the state
(and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or email me at CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

When You Can’t Dance to the Music By Mary Mortenson, Prison Congregations of America

I

grew up watching American Bandstand, where part of every show was Dick Clark playing new songs for a group of teenage reviewers,
whose job it was to rate the songs. I can’t remember any of the judging criteria except danceability. I don’t think they called it that; I
don’t even think it’s a real word, but often someone would give a song a high score because it was “easy to dance to.”
I love to dance and thus, I often use dance as analogy for life, or in this case for work. This work most certainly is a dance that I
love. The tunes are different and have different time codes and recording labels – United Methodist, Disciples of Christ, PC-USA and
ELCA among many others. Almost always the dance is for a group, not an individual or even a couple. These group dances mean that
we must all respect the dance space and pace of the others in order for the dance to be complete and meaningful. Indeed, much of my
job description revolves around guiding the dancers to this goal, even though I confess to sometimes being the one who wants to pick
up the pace a little when my partners seem to be dancing a slow waltz and I want to jitterbug. Usually, the nuances are worked out and
the dance sometimes even comes close to poetry in motion.
Occasionally, though – the danceability of the song gets a very low score. It seems impossible to find the beat; for every step forward,
there are faltering and clumsy steps backward. An enticing picture of this ministry is painted only to have it shattered by some horrific
news story. Sometimes the loudest voices are not melodic at all, but are hurt and angry. I don’t like those times. It takes work and patience
and prayer to step through those musical minefields until all the dancers can be on safe and common ground.
Through it all there is this: The music and the dance are not ours – they never were. They belong to the Great Composer and Director.
It is through the inspiration and power of God that the dance moves with joyful energy. And it is because of the great and faithful love
of God that even in those ugly, uncertain times, when the music seems to be diminished, we cannot help but at least tap a toe, knowing
that soon, soon, we will dance again.
Thank you for sharing this dance floor with us.

O

Invite the Pastor

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

Artists’ Corner

PCA Art Winner Michael Nellist 2000

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
to visit congregations on Sundays. He can
give a brief update on the ministry, a sermon,
a children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. Just
needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

The Church of the Damascus Road

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.Postage
PAID
Fort Dodge,
Iowa
Permit #4

239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

September 2017
All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR on FaceBook

T

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

NCCF Church Council

FDCF Church Council

Mike Newell-Pres/ST...........Donovan Sands
Brian Brutus-Sec/Lib..............Kline Goeders
Mark Leeper........................... Jesse Mugan
Derrick Roberts.........Terence Walker-ST/VP
Matthew Merrick..................David Wesley
Charles Foster.................... Rick Young-Lib
James Rainer

Kevin Reid-Pres/ST............... Larry Maxwell
Christopher McCoy-VP/Choir/ST.. Terry King
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST.......David Douglass
Michael Goehring..................Kelton Houts
Lamont Prince..................... Jimmy Murray
Richard Dodd........................ Jeffrey Littrel

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

Weekly Schedule

Reintegration Steering Committee

Dennis Booth-Pres............ Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Barb Rossbach-Sec........................ Diane Vavak
Mark Juhl....Doug Rossbach....... Mike Malvesti
Pastor Kim Wills...................... Pastor Jeff Ungs
Pastor Paul Stone.................... Carroll Lang-Dir

Outside Church Council

Mark Juhl-Pres.........................Diane Vavak-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Dennis Booth...Mike Malvesti... Barb Rossbach
Pastor Jeff Ungs..................... Pastor Paul Stone
Carroll Lang............................ Pastor Kim Wills

Weekly Schedule

A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
Thank you for your support.
— Pastor Paul Stone

