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Temple Talk

M
A Dad’s Love

T

he year was 1999. My wife Amy
and I had just rushed our 2-year-old
son, Zach, to Mercy Hospital. After
a couple of hours the doctors informed us
that our son had a severe viral infection and
was in desperate need of intravenous liquids
to rehydrate.
They gave me a quick rundown of what
was about to happen and asked me to help.
They needed to strap Zach to a papoose
board to immobilize him for the IV. I knew
this was what needed to be done and was
willing to assist so that my son would be
better.
Zach was terrified when we started
to strap him in and no amount of gentle
words would sooth him. He was kicking,
screaming, and begging for me to help him.
I was never more angry, helpless or scared
in my life. My son, who thought I could do
no wrong, was convinced that l was hurting
him even though I was doing everything that
could be done to help him and give him what
he needed. l was scared out of my mind for
my child and felt so small. In his eyes I was
harming him.
People often forget that our Creator
is our Heavenly Father and He loves us
perfectly. There is nothing that He will
not do for His Children. We aren’t always
going to understand what is happening
in our lives and sometimes it is going to
seem that our Dad might not have our best
interests at heart. I am here to tell you first
hand; that couldn’t be farther from the truth.
God loves you with a love that even l can’t
fathom as a father. He will do what His
children need, even if it isn’t what we want.
Our circumstances shouldn’t be used as a
measure of His love for us. There is never
anything more important to a true father than
his child. Your Dad loves you!
—Kevin Reid FDCF

y name is Gary Larson, the current
Vice President of the Inside Church
Council of The Church of the
Damascus Road. I just wanted to touch base
on a couple things that have changed my
life and shown me how to walk with Jesus.
“Earnestly seek the Lord,” I read in
the Gospels about who he was and how
he interacted with people and what he did
for the world regarding sin. I read in the
epistles how we are to conduct ourselves:
wash yourself with the word daily, pray
without ceasing, talk to the Lord (he wants
you to). You know that little voice in your
head? Instead of talking to yourself, talk to
Jesus. Present all your questions, problems,
ideas and thoughts to him. Make time to
consciously devote your entire self, mind,
body and soul to being in the presence of
your Creator. Quiet yourself and worship
in spirit. If you are a parent you know how
enjoyable it is when your child just climbs on
your lap and loves you. Try to do everything
as if you were doing it for God, whether that
is worshiping in church or pulling weeds.
Romans 8:28 reads: “We know that in all
things God works for the good of those wo
love him, who have been called according
to his purpose.”
Our Lord has turned this prison sentence
into an opportunity for restart and schooling
for me, to learn how to live as a child of God.
The people I have met here are the family I
never had and always yearned for. The light
of Christ shines brightly here, especially
through our fearless leader, Pastor Paul
Stone. Love you, Pastor.
The reentry ministry that CoDR and
its affiliated communities provide is
unbelievable. I have been working with the
Humboldt team for quite some time now,
and the energy, effort and love that I see is
nothing short of amazing. The lengths Jim
Fevold and the reentry team have gone for
me to have a home to parole to is more than
anyone has done for me in my own family
ever. Love you, Jim.
Devote yourself to the Lord, stay the
course, don’t lose faith, and phenomenal
things are to follow. I’ve experienced it
firsthand.
—Gary Larson. FDCF 11-9-16

Thanks for Storytellers

I

just wanted to tell you “Thank You” for
taking your time to do Storytellers. It
means a lot to me, but also it means a lot
to my two girls, Lilly and Elsie. Since I came
here they have not been able to come visit
me and won’t be able to until mid-January,
but with what you guys are doing, I may
not be able to see them, but they are able
to watch “Dad” any time, and it makes me
so happy to hear how happy they get when
watching my video.
If there is any way I can help contribute,
I will be glad to. Once again, thank you so
much. This will be my third session, and
I can’t tell you how much I look forward
to doing this every month. One more time,
thank you a hundred times over. This little
video does make a HUGE difference, I
believe. Sincerely,
—Jaykie Harrington January 2016

NCCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he 40th Brothers in Blue weekend at
NCCF will be March 2-5, 2017. Applications are available from Pastor
Stone. Deadline is February 23, 2017. Even
if you are not sure you’ll still be here by then,
sign up anyway, just in case. This renewal
ministry has been an awakening for many.
—Pastor Paul Stone
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Why Does God Allow People to Suffer?

M

y name is Cody Anderson, I am a former member of the Inside Church Council
for CoDR. I have been a member since my induction in late 2008. I recently
held spots as vice-president and secretary until my transfer in late May. A title is
just that, though. We are all members of Damascus Road with our participation in CoDR
worship and/or Bible studies.
Prior to my pending transfer Pastor Stone came up to me requesting that I write an article
for our newsletter. I have pondered over what to write and have been called to write on the
topic: Why Does God Allow People to Suffer? A heart-felt and personal topic.
On March 2, 2009 my mom (Joyce Marie Shinn) and step dad (Dave Larry Shinn)
and I must not forget my mom’s wiener
dog, Daisy, all passed away in a mobile
home fire in their tiny community of 200 in
Bagley, Wisconsin. After hearing the news
I never imagined to hear, I went into a state
of shock, which soon turned to frustration
and anger. Why did you have to take my
mom? And of all days on her would-be 55th
birthday? Did I cause this to fall upon them?
You see I was in prison on arson charges
among others. Why didn’t you allow the
firefighters to save my mom – the fire
station was only one block away? As you
can imagine I was quite disturbed and upset. It took time, but I was comforted by the Father.
Now over two years since my mom’s passing, and it would have been her 57th birthday,
I have grown into the fulfillment and knowledge of Christ’s love for all humanity and why
He allows suffering.
“Why?” sometimes that is the most painful question of all. People ask it sadly when
war, disaster, disease, or crime takes their loved ones, destroys their home, or brings them
untold suffering in other ways. They want to know why such tragedies have to be.
Remember, the Bible teaches, “He cares for you.” (I Peter 5:7) God hates wickedness
and the suffering it causes far more than any human does. (Isaiah 55:8-9) Why, then, is
there so much suffering in the world?
Many say that all that happens is part of God’s marvelous yet mysterious masterful plan,
including all the tragic events. I have even heard that the death of children – including my
stepbrother, Jermey, who died in a motor vehicle crash when he was not even 5 years old
– was all part of God’s perfect plan. That God took Jermey at that time to save him from a
more painful and excruciating death later in life. Is that true? Or, is God just being mean?
Do you know why people make the mistake of blaming God for all the suffering in the
world? In many cases, they blame Almighty God because they think He is the ruler of this
world. They fail to grasp a simple but important truth the Bible teaches. The real ruler of
the world as we now see it is Satan, the Devil.
The Bible clearly states in I John 5:19, “The whole world is lying in the power of the
wicked one.” We all know who that “wicked one” refers to. When you think about it, does
it not make sense? This world reflects the spirit who is “misleading the entire inhabited
earth” (Revelation 12:9). Satan is hateful, deceptive, and cruel. So the world, under his
influence, is full of hatred, deceit, and cruelty.
It is comforting for us to know that God does not cause suffering. But, still – why does
He allow it?
To answer this, we need to reflect back to Adam and Eve. When Satan led Adam and Eve
into disobeying God, an important question was raised. Satan, as a fallen angel, questioned
God’s right to rule. By calling God a liar who withholds good (that of knowledge and
that of everlasting life) from Adam and Eve, Satan bluntly argued God was a bad ruler.
(Genesis 3:2-5)
We must remember that God could have wiped out all and started “anew” but in the
same instance God is “just” and shows “righteousness.” God having been called out by
Satan, a fallen angel, as a bad ruler, and knowing that millions of other angels in heaven
were watching (Job 38:7 and Daniel 7:10), God did what He must – He gave the earth over
to Satan for a time in order to show and prove that God was a good ruler. God knew that
giving Satan an opportunity to rule would show all the other angels that He, God, was the
only righteous ruler, Therefore, while still under the rule of Satan, God being “just” and
“righteous” and in order to prove a lesson to Satan and the other angels watching – God
will not act because such an act would only be proof that Satan is a better ruler.
God has a perfect plan for us all. We, being only humans, are dumbfounded and always
seem to come back asking “why?” Instead of always tossing and turning and blaming
Almighty God we should go to the Bible, which reveals all truth we need to know. Truths
that are none of our business have been left out. I suppose that if we have questions about
life – we better take a notepad with us to Heaven. I know – I for one – have lots of questions.
—Cody Anderson, MPCF, 6-25-11

Get the Flash in a Flash

T

his is the fifth issue of the Flash to be
sent electronically as a .pdf to those
who requested to get it via the web.
Not only do we save paper, ink and printing costs, but you will get your newsletter
in a flash, and you can also see photos in
color. Just send us your email address (include your name and address so we can
stop sending by mail) to cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor

Note to Supporters

S

ince we began the $100-a-Month
Club, the list of churches and individuals contributing $100 per month had
grown to 58. However, the value of $100
has been diminishing while expenses continue to rise.
Please consider increasing your donation to $125 or more each month to help us
“keep our heads above water.”
So now the list will also reflect those
who give $125 or more each month.

The pursuit
of happiness
is the
chase of a
lifetime.
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Spencer
Faith Lutheran, Spencer
First Lutheran, Algona
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
Our Savior Lutheran, Albert City
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Jean Matter, Lytton
Elwood & Lavon Rieke, Fargo, ND
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty
Diane Vavak, Rockwell City

Donors of $125 or More Per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran - Lytton
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
Faith United Methodist, Humboldt
First Lutheran, Milford
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference
Hope Lutheran, Everly
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Humboldt
St. John Lutheran, Pomeroy
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Lakota
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Sukup Family Foundation
David & LuAnn Bohnet, Jefferson
Dennis & Candace Booth, Lytton
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson, Manson
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Norman Nielsen, Spencer
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, Tx
Arvin Schmidt, Hartley
Rev. Paul Stone, Eagle Grove
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City

Resolutions

A

new year, 2017 is now upon us. A time when many people resolve to eschew old habits, start
new ones, or improve one’s behavior. Many who are incarcerated have good intentions not to
get caught up in the old habits and temptations when they are finally released (see “Asking
for help below). As most of us know, temptations often “lead us astray” and the resolution fades
away.
But sometimes it’s not temptation that derails our good intentions. Sometimes there are “roadblocks” that knock us off track. Such is often the case for
returning citizens. There are many obstacles for keeping a resolution to “make
it this time.” Employers often refuse to hire anyone with a felony. Sex offenders have difficulty finding a place to live. Fines and unpaid utility bills are still
hanging over their heads, as well as unpaid child support. Starting a new life
is daunting. For many, the remptation to commit a crime in order to survive is
great.
That’s where we all can help. As a caring part of a Reentry Reintegration team you may need
to help a returning citizen maintain a positive attitude and approach to living “on the outside.” You
may also have to provide food and drink for this ‘stranger,’ help him find clothes to wear and assist
him to make the transition back into society by helping him find a job and a congregation and realize
his niche in your community. When you do, you will have been part of bringing about a miracle.
Because of prison overcrowding, there is a push to give early releases to ease the problem and
caring trained reentry teams are needed now more than ever.
If you are willing to form a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone or
email below and we will set a date for a training session.
We also need help to form new teams in western Iowa, developing more teams around the state
(and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or email me at CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Asking for help

P

astor Stone, how’s it going, sir? Thank you for coming to speak with me. I really appreciate it.
I’m all right, I guess, reading the Gospel daily, praying, working out somewhat, doing my best
to remain focused, positive and patient.
I want you to know I understand some people may doubt my faith or seriousness in this type of
setting; it’s normal. To be honest I’m not angry; if anything I’m hurt
and confused. I have worked very hard to prove to God and myself,
as well as others, what my true intentions are: they are — to be a
good Christian man.
I have asked you and the reentry team for help, because I am in
need of fellowship and support. I can’t do this alone. I have tried again
and again and I failed. The help I ask for is beyond prison walls. I
know real hardships when I’m out on the streets. This is the most
important time of my life, because I’m willing to accept help and let
God work in my life. I can only tell you the truth, I’m trying to better
myself, first for God, second for my family and friends, and third, if
I can better myself I can help others believe in the power of God and his love, bettering themselves
as well. I have said this before, but it was very difficult for me to even reach out for help. Now that
I have found it, I am very thankful and grateful for God’s blessing.
I would never disrespect you, the reentry team or, more importantly, God. I’ll not lie, cheat or
use anyone in any way, shape or form. I just want to be a good man, and help my family and others
to be happy.
I’m sorry I’ve made mistakes, I’m not perfect, I’m just trying to do things in God’s way. It’s not
easy, and I need help.
So again I’m reaching out to you and the reentry team. Please help me. Please don’t give up on
me. I will do whatever is required to show you and the team that I’m serious.
Thanks for listening. If it’s not too much trouble, can you please come pray with me when you
have time?
Take care and God bless. Please keep me in your prayers. Your friend and brother in Christ,
—Juan Hernandez 6-9-16

O

Artists’ Corner

Invite the Pastor

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
to visit congregations on Sundays. He can
give a brief update on the ministry, a sermon,
a children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. Just
needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

Jesus’ hands holding fire of Holy Spirit by Matthew Merrick 11-19-16 NCCF
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

January 2017
All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR on FaceBook

T

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

NCCF Church Council

Mike Newell-Pres/ST.........Jason Jones-VP
Ricky Watts-Sec................... Tim Anderson
Ryan Newsun-ST................. Joshua Schaer
Ben Gordon............................ Brian Brutus
Mark Wastun...................... Terence Walker
Walter Woodard........................Patrill Ellis
Matthew Merrick-Lib-ST........Dallas Selby
Shawn Hughlette

Weekly Schedule

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

Reintegration Steering Committee

Dennis Booth-Pres............ Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Barb Rossbach-Sec........................ Diane Vavak
Mark Juhl.....Mike Malvesti........Larry Lubinus
Mark Willson............................ Doug Rossbach
Pastor Paul Stone.................... Carroll Lang-Dir

Outside Church Council

Mark Willson-Pres................ Larry Lubinus-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Dennis Booth............................. Barb Rossbach
Mark Juhl........Mike Malvesti........Diane Vavak
Pastor Paul Stone........................... Carroll Lang

FDCF Church Council

Kevin Reid-Pres/ST....... Stephen Jonas-VP
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST......... Logan Plante
Michael Goehring...................... Tim Smith
Alan Lucas........................... Kline Goeders
Kelton Houts..........................Jason Watson
Richard Dodd.... Christopher McCoy-Choir

Weekly Schedule

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

