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Annual Gathering
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ois Virginia (Ginny) Gleason, daughter
of Ira and Emma Robinson was born
at home near Bagley, Iowa. She
attended Bayard School and graduated from
Scranton High School.
Ginny was united in marriage to Bub
Gleason on February 15, 1953. Most of
their married life was spent farming. Ginny
worked at Garston Thomas Pioneer in Coon
Rapids, the Extension Service in Jefferson,
and later at Farm Credit in Storm Lake.
Last, but not least, she worked at Gleason
Appliance store in Manson.
Ginny had many interests including
mission work, prison ministry, flower
gardening, and knitting baby quilts. She was
a life long member of the Methodist Church
where she sang in choir, served as president
of UMW, and served in the kitchen. She was
also a member of the local PEO chapter.
Ginny loved helping others and spending
time with her grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.
She is survived by her husband, three
children, and their spouses: Sheri and
husband Milt Sikkema of Hospers, Iowa;
Mike and wife Becky Gleason of Urbandale,
Iowa; and Mark and wife Anne Gleason of
Fort Dodge, Iowa.
Grandchildren include Stephanie and
husband Rob Ware, Laura Braun, Christopher
Sikkema, Daniel Sikkema; Jennifer and
husband Chad Nielsen, Emily Beaman,
Andrew Gleason, Hannah Gleason; Corey
and wife Samantha Gleason, Samantha
Gleason and Tyson Gutshall, Alexandra
and husband Eric Adam, and Maxwell
Gleason. Great grandchildren include Levi
and Declan Ware; Sophia, Teagen, Traysen,
and Tayden Gutshall; Cordilea and Loxley
Gleason; Charlotte Adam; and Daniel
Wilkinson. Her sister, Maxine Robinson,
lives in Des Moines.
Ginny was preceded in death by her
parents and younger brother, Jerry Robinson.
Ginny and Bub Gleason have been
‘outside’ members of CoDR almost from
its beginning attending worship services
regularly. She is already missed.
God bless her memory, may she rest in
peace.

Winds of Adversity

Do not fear the winds of adversity. Remember, a kite
goes against the wind rather than with it.
—Hamilton Mable

When the winds of adversity knock at my
doorstep,
I open and embrace this challenge.
I choose to see this as an adventure.
An adventure to move me in a new
direction.
I choose to leave behind feelings of
failure,
Of not measuring up,
That it’s someone else’s fault.
I am ready to move on.
I look inside and ask myself,
What can I learn from what happened?
How can I turn this from a negative
Into a positive situation?
I rise to the challenge knowing
I am capable,
wise,
		open,
			learning.
I am strong enough to overcome
With the help of Jesus Christ.
—Walt L. Woodard III

ovember 13, 2016 at 3pm at St. Olaf
Lutheran, 239 N 11th Street, Fort
Dodge, will be our Annual Gathering for The Church of the Damascus Road.
At 3pm we will have a time for Reentry
Reintegration teams to share how things
are going, discuss ways to improve and
generally support each other in this vital
ministry.
After a meal at 5:30pm we will have our
Annual Meeting when released members
will share what CoDR has meant in their
walk since they reentered society. Oh, and
everyone who attends will receive an Annual Report so you’l know how CoDR is
doing, too.
—Carroll Lang, Editor

FDCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he 35th weekend at FDCF is scheduled for December 8-11, 2016. See
Pastor Stone in the Chapel for applications. Please note that visits are not allowed, so be sure to notify those on your
visiting list not to visit on that weekend.
The application deadline is Wednesday,
November 30.
Prayer in support of the weekend is one
way persons on the ‘outside’ can support
this renewal ministry, or mail letters of encouragement to CoDR, address on page 4.
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God _less America

he Scripture warns us that in the last days there will be a falling away from the faith.
Also, there will be a form of godliness, but that godliness will have no righteousness.
This sounds a lot like modern day America. President Obama stood in front of
Congress and declared the United States of America “is no longer a Christian nation.” Our
children are taught that America’s founding fathers were not faithful men even though the
majority of the signers of the U.S. Constitution held seminary degrees. Harvard University
was started as a seminary but our great Ivy League has seen better and even removed the
mention of Jesus from the university motto.
The embracing of the occult and anti-theistic ideologies is rampant in this once great
nation. According to a 2016 study, Wicca (White Magic) is the fastest growing “faith” in
the United States. This same study recognizes that Islam is the fastest growing faith on the
planet. Secular Humanism is now a recognized religion by the federal government (A.H.A.
v United States; 2014) that has established chaplaincies at Rutgers, Columbia, American,
and Harvard Universities. These chaplains belong to an organization that embraces the
slogan, “Good Without God.” Purportedly outdated Christian teachings are being undone
nationwide because we now “know better.” It is my belief that the embracing of these
other-than-Christian systems is largely due to ignorance of the truth of Jesus Christ. This
truth being that Jesus doesn’t care where we go to church. He doesn’t care what style our
worship service is in. He cares if we have a personal and intimate relationship with him.
This country has become really adept at promoting “religion” while missing the mark with
the true message of our Lord and Savior. The politically correct attitude in today’s society
tells us that intolerance in any form is a bad thing. I believe that intolerance of ignorance
is a great thing.
As of the writing of this article, there have been over 500 gun deaths in Chicago, Illinois
in 2016. Police officers are being ambushed in the streets by snipers, and in the last week,
5 people were shot in Des Moines, Iowa. The further this nation runs from God, the closer
it gets to destruction and all the while these new ideals are being promoted as the “better
way.” Our children are dying in the streets because we let them. To reject Jesus Christ is
to accept destruction, not just on a personal level but also a national one. We are doing
this to ourselves.
I would ask what we, the Church, as a national entity, are willing to do about this? The
Church in America still has a very powerful voice. Will we use it, or will we allow this
tragedy to continue unopposed? lf we, as a whole, sit back and continue to think that this
is terrible but it isn’t really our problem, then the argument should be made that we are
inviting this national travesty. We are inviting pain and heartache into our communities and
eventually our individual homes, if we haven’t already experienced it on a personal level.
To close, I will leave you with a thought from a man much wiser than me. “The only thing
necessary for the triumph of evil, is for good men to do nothing” Edmund Burke l729-l797.
—Kevin Reid FDCF

his is the fourth issue of the Flash
to be sent electronically in a .pdf to
those who requested to get it via the
web. Not only do we save paper, ink and
printing costs, but you will get your newsletter in a flash, and you can also see photos in color. Just send us your email address
(include your name and address so we can
stop sending by mail) to cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor

Note to Supporters

S

ince we began the $100-a-Month
Club, the list of churches and individuals contributing $100 per month had
grown to 58. However, the value of $100
has been diminishing while expenses continue to rise.
Please consider increasing your donation to $125 or more each month to help us
“keep our heads above water.”
So now the list will also reflect those
who give $125 or more each month.

It’s not so
much where
you stand
as in what
direction
you’re
going.
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Spencer
Faith Lutheran, Spencer
First Lutheran, Algona
First Lutheran, Milford
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
Our Savior Lutheran, Albert City
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Jean Matter, Lytton
Elwood & Lavon Rieke, Fargo, ND
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty

Donors of $125 or More Per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran - Lytton
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference
Hope Lutheran, Everly
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Humboldt
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Lakota
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Sukup Family Foundation
David & LuAnn Bohnet, Jefferson
Dennis & Candace Booth, Lytton
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson, Manson
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Norman Nielsen, Spencer
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, Tx
Arvin Schmidt, Hartley
Rev. Paul Stone, Eagle Grove
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City

Do to Others...

I

n Luke 6:31 Jesus says, “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” This is Luke’s version of the golden rule usually quoted from Matthew 7:12, but the meaning is the same. Treat
others (pretty inclusive, right?) as you want to be treated. But what about people who mistreat
others, maybe even us? Some people quote “An eye for an eye” as a reaction to being mistreated,
but God reserved retaliation for himself when he said in Deuteronomy 32:35, “It is mine to avenge,
I will repay.” We’re not to return evil for evil, but leave that up to God to make
that judgement.
Jesus commands is to “love one another, just as I have loved you.” His
love is for all (pretty inclusive, right?) whether they are nice or not. He even
forgave the ones who nailed him to the cross. He expects us to do the same, to
love even the “vilest” of sinners. No sin done by us or others is unforgiveable.
As a caring part of a Reentry Reintegration team you may need to help a
returning citizen maintain a positive attitude and approach to living “on the
outside” — to live by the golden rule. You may also have to provide food and drink for this
‘stranger,’ help him find clothes to wear and assist him to make the transition back into society by
helping him find a job and a congregation and realize his niche in your community. When you do,
you will have been part of bringing about a miracle.
Because of prison overcrowding, there is a push to give early releases to ease the problem and
caring trained reentry teams are needed now more than ever.
If you are willing to form a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone or
email below and we will set a date for a training session.
We also need help to form new teams in western Iowa, developing more teams around the state
(and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or email me at CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Musical Evangelism

I

am sure that most of us enjoy listening to music. It doesn’t really matter what specific
genre you prefer for this conversation, just that you have a general expectation for the
emotion and motivation that can be created by music. I would like for you to remember
one of your favorite pieces, specifically if that piece is done in a simple acoustic format.
This simple form, without any other distractions, offers a beauty and creates a sensation
that can’t be denied. Its beauty is in its simplicity.
Now I would like you to remember this same piece of music after other accompaniments
have been added and the piece has been fleshed out and gone though all the production
processes that filter out what isn’t wanted and add just the correct effects in the right places.
This same piece of music is still your favorite song, but this dynamic piece has now taken
on dimensions that can elicit a much deeper and more encompassing response.
The metal group, Disturbed, has recently release a remake of “The Sound of Silence”
(originally by Simon and Garfunkel) with a symphony backup now playing the arrangement.
The song itself has not changed, but this new arrangement has created a different quality
to this piece that simply wasn’t there before.
This same concept could be applied to the church of Jesus Christ. When we are using
our God-given gifts to expand the Kingdom, it is productive and scriptural. But when we
take the time to operate with other saints, using a dynamic and living approach to delivering
the message of the Gospel, our impact on this world is capable of miraculous effect. Twelve
men tried this once and they flipped the world on its head. Imagine if we used their mindset.
This would make a joyful noise unto the Lord.
—Kevin Reid FDCF
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Artists’ Corner

Invite the Pastor

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
to visit congregations on Sundays. He can
give a brief update on the ministry, a sermon,
a children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. Just
needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

Last Supper in leather by Raymond Reynolds, NCF 2015

The Church of the Damascus Road

Non-Profit Org.
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239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

November 2016
All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR on FaceBook

T

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

NCCF Church Council

FDCF Church Council

Mike Newell-Pres/ST.........Jason Jones-VP
Ricky Watts-Sec................... Tim Anderson
Ryan Newson-ST................... Eric Graham
Shawn Hughlette.......................Josh Schull
Bradley Heinold......................Dallas Selby
Walter Woodard........................Patrill Ellis
Matthew Merrick-ST......... Terence Walker

Kevin Reid-Pres/ST..........Gary Larson-VP
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST............... Felix Arp
Michael Goehring...................... Tim Smith
Stephen Jonas....................... Kline Goeders
Kelton Houts............................. Alan Lucas
Richard Dodd.........................Jason Watson
Christopher McCoy

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

Weekly Schedule

Reintegration Steering Committee

Dennis Booth-Pres............ Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Barb Rossbach-Sec........................ Diane Vavak
Mark Juhl.....Mike Malvesti........Larry Lubinus
Mark Willson............................ Doug Rossbach
Pastor Paul Stone.................... Carroll Lang-Dir

Outside Church Council

Mark Willson-Pres................ Larry Lubinus-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Dennis Booth............................. Barb Rossbach
Mark Juhl........Mike Malvesti........Diane Vavak
Pastor Paul Stone........................... Carroll Lang

Weekly Schedule

A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

