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Beautiful Turnover

I
SOS! We are Sinking! Help Keep Us Afloat!

T

he section of a church building, where the pews are, is called a ‘nave’ because
the church is likened to a naval vessel that carries its passengerss (the members)
through the joys and the sorrows of life on their Christian journey. Some naves even
resemble naval passenger ships. The Church of the Damascus Road is such a ‘ship’ for
inmates and visitors inside the correctional facilities in Fort Dodge and Rockwell City.
Many find comfort and direction as their ship carries them through stormy times and calm
times as well.
The Ship CoDR is in danger of sinking. Normally, in an outside congregation, when
funds are low, the congregation president or the pastor can stand before the congregation
and ask people to give more to cover the deficit. Members on the inside who have jobs
make 25¢ — 50¢ per hour, and not all have 8-hour-per-day jobs. Their income, if tithed,
would not be sufficient to cover the expenses of the congregation.
In fact, when CoDR first began, the founders, aware of the lack of adequate income,
made the decision that all offerings made by inmates would be distributed to missions,
charities and special ministries and that total support had to come from individuals and
congregations in the surrounding area.
Last year we froze salaries because support had decreased. We had to let Paul Abbott
go. We’ve curbed spending. Our funds have depleted until we have only one month left.
We don’t want our ship to sink. We need your help! Many of you have invested a lot of
your time, energy and support for CoDR over the past 19 years, and sincerely do not want
the Ship CoDR to sink. Will you help? Your support, large or small, will keep us afloat.
—Judy Lang, Treasurer, Outside Church Council

NCCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he 39th Brothers in Blue weekend
at NCCF will be October 6-9, 2016.
Applications are available from Pastor Stone. Deadline is Septtember 29, 2016.
Even if you are not sure you’ll still be here
by then, sign up anyway, just in case. This
renewal ministry has been an awakening
for many.
—Pastor Paul Stone

Brothers in Blue meets in the MPC Gym.

Annual Gathering

N

ovember 13, 2016 at 3pm at St. Olaf
Lutheran, 239 N 11th Street, Fort
Dodge, will be our Annual Gathering for The Church of the Damascus Road.
At 3pm we will have a time for Reentry
Reintegration teams to share how things
are going, discuss ways to improve and
generally support each other in this vital
ministry.
After a meal at 5:30pm we will have our
Annual Meeting when released members
will share what CoDR has meant in their
walk since they reentered society. Oh, and
everyone who attends will receive an Annual Report so you’l know how CoDR is
doing, too.
—Carroll Lang, Editor

n most congregations, members grow
up in their family’s church and stay
‘til they are adults. Generations within
families worship together. Hopefully, they
pray together and stay together. Within
CoDR, it’s not like that. At both prisons,
guys come, join with us in
worship and Bible study,
they become part of our
church family, and then
they move on. They either
go home or they transfer
to another facility.
At FDCF, we have
a modicum of stability
since guys stay longer.
Not so much at NCCF.
Pastor Paul E Stone
The DOC and the
legislature are pushing to return guys to
society faster and faster. In general this
is good. However, at NCCF it must be
especially good. Guys are transferred in
from other prisons and they are going
home more quickly. Really quickly. How
quickly? Well, we have a 12-man inside
church council. We elected 5 new members
in July; we elected 4 more in August; and
we elected 4 more in early September. From
a perspective of good church order, you’d
think we would be in chaos.
Not the case! Attendance is up!
Excitement is up. And God keeps sending us
the right people to fill the vacancies in His/
our church. Members are stepping up into
positions of leadership and we are growing
in all the ways members and congregations
are supposed to grow. Thank and praise God.
But CoDR still needs your help. We need
your presence when you can come. We need
your “presents” to keep our ministry alive
and growing. And we need your prayer
support for OUR ministry to continue. God
Bless you and God Bless CoDR.
—Pastor Paul
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Featuring CoDR Member Leadership

T

The Image Program

he Image program is a group designed
to encourage offenders to better
themselves, their thinking, and their
attitudes. The goal is to have people look at and
within themselves to make positive changes.
During group sessions a lot of time is spent
interacting with each other and learning from
their and other’s mistakes. Also, discussions
are held to teach and inform each other to
think, act, and to be positive individuals in life
as well as the community. The group focuses
on utilizing tools and outlets inside the prison
as well as in the community to help inmates
to succeed upon release. This group is led by
The Church of the Damascus Road members,
Robert Pate and Ryan Newson. The group
meets from 6:00 to 7:15pm on Wednesdays
in the MPC Library in the North Central
Correctional Facility in
Rockwell City.
The group consists
of role-model inmates
willing to partner up
with other inmates, staff,
and outside sponsors
to learn, share, and
discover opportunities
for entrepreneurial
development and reentry
success. The Image Group coordinates,
facilitates, and polices sports events and other
activities open to all inmates at NCCF.
Gangs and inmate violence have created
catastrophic evil that continues to evolve
from the streets of inner city communities
to prisons and then back to communities.
Criminal behaviors are attracting the minds
of our youth.
Research has revealed that 70% of all
inmates who are released from prison return to
prison within three years. Most inmates have
NO support from their communities.
However, many inmates are looking
to make a positive change and become a
productive citizen in their communities.
The Image program has become an outlet
for inmates who are seeking to face that
challenge.
The leaders of the Image program are very
aware, experienced and trained to help guide
inmates on a positive direction.
Our goal is to:
— Provide events and activities for
inmates.
— Raise awareness of the negative
evolution of criminally-minded
activities and provide opportunity
for change.
— Help inmates use their time in prison
productively and discover their Godgiven talents.

— Assist and support inmates to
overcome fears and discover their
“self-identity.”
Some comments by its founder: I love
the Image Group, it holds me accountable and
gives me the chance to help other inmates.
The guys who attend this group are seeking
to change, and willing to help fellow inmates
succeed. The group continues to grow in
attendance. I can always feel the unity and
compassion in the air, it’s like iron sharpening
iron (Proverbs 27:17). The Image Group
plans to start a 6-week curriculum to be
available in the MPC to all inmates in NCCF.
We believe inmates need this kind of help and
support from inside the prison before they
can change outside the prison. I’ve heard
a lot of encouraging testimonies over the
past couple of months by
inmates who were serving
life sentences. It’s both
exciting and interesting
to hear inmates talk about
their journeys and lifechanging experiences and
what it took for them to
change.
The Image Group is
unique in that it attracts
inmates of all races and backgrounds who can
relate and work together with other inmates.
By using our God-given talents, abilities and
life experiences, we network together to help
each other, holding us accountable in return.
Information of law and statute changes is
shared as well as helping them realize and
use various tools, people and programs in
the community that are available to help
them succeed. We believe change starts
with us! The Image Group has attracted the
attention of outside sponsor, Ken Silver. Ken
believes in the successful impact the Image
Program could offer inmates reentering their
communities.

Get the Flash in a Flash

T

his is the third issue of the Flash to be
sent electronically in a .pdf to those
who requested to get it via the web.
Not only do we save paper, ink and printing costs, but you will get your newsletter
in a flash, and you can also see photos in
color. Just send us your email address (include your name and address so we can
stop sending by mail) to cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor

Note to Supporters

S

ince we began the $100-a-Month
Club, the list of churches and individuals contributing $100 per month had
grown to 58. However, the value of $100
has been diminishing while expenses continue to rise.
Please consider increasing your donation to $125 or more each month to help us
“keep our heads above water.”
So now the list will reflect those who
give $125 or more each month.

Having a
sharp tongue
can cut your
own throat.

Issue 19.5

Robert L. Pate, Jr

September 2016

The official publication of The Church of the
Damascus Road, a Christian Community of
Reconciliation, serving the inmate population of
the correctional facilities at Rockwell City and
Fort Dodge, Iowa.
Rev. Paul Stone, Pastor
Carroll Lang, Editor
Judy Lang, Proofreader
Anyone wishing to be on our mailing list may
send name, address, and phone numbers to the
address below, or by e-mail at: DamascusCh@
aol.com. The Flash can also be sent to your email
address. Our office is at St. Olaf Lutheran Church.
The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
Phone: 515-955-3579

September 2016

3

“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran, Laurens
Bethany Lutheran, Spencer
Emanuel Lutheran, Dayton
Faith Lutheran, Spencer
First Lutheran, Algona
First Lutheran, Milford
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
Our Savior Lutheran, Albert City
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. John Lutheran, Pomeroy
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Holstein
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Elwood & Lavon Rieke, Fargo, ND
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City

Donors of $125 or More Per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran - Lytton
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
Hands of Hope Conference
Hope Lutheran, Everly
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Humboldt
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Lakota
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Sukup Family Foundation
David & LuAnn Bohnet, Jefferson
Dennis & Candace Booth, Lytton
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson, Manson
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Norman Nielsen, Spencer
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, Tx
Arvin Schmidt, Hartley
Rev. Paul Stone, Eagle Grove

In God’s Image

I

nmates inside the North Central Correctional Facility are really on to something big. Robert
Pate has helped to start a group they call the Image Program (page 2), where inmates help each
other make changes while inside prison to prepare their colleagues and themselves to make a
successful reentry into their communities. God works miracles through the comeraderie and encouragement in the Image Group.
There used to be a program in prison called “Corrective Thinking” in
which inmates learned to identify “stinkin’ thinkin’’ and change their mindset
to positive thinking. That program has come and gone. The idea was good,
but lack of funds killed it. The Image Group is all volunteer, so it’s not relying
on funding. Rather it’s relying on the determination of inmates who want to
change in order to make a successful, productive return to their communities
and stay there.
As a caring part of a team you may need to help a returning citizen maintain a positive attitude and approach to living “on the outside.” You may also have to provide food
and drink for this ‘stranger,’ help him find clothes to wear and assist him to make the transition by
helping him find a job and a congregation and realize his niche in your community. When you do,
you will have been part of bringing about a miracle.
Because of prison overcrowding, there is a push to give early releases to ease the problem and
caring trained reentry teams are needed now more than ever.
If you are willing to form a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone or
email below and we will set a date for a training session.
We also need help to form new teams in western Iowa, developing more teams around the state
(and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or email me at CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Old and New Testaments

The New Testament is contained in the Old Testament.
The Old Testament is explained in the New Testament.
The New Testament is concealed in the Old Testament.
The Old Testament is revealed in the New Testament.
The Old Testament anticipates the New Testament.
The New Testament authenticates the Old Testament.
In the Old Testament the New Testament lies hidden.
In the New Testament the Old Testament lies open.
The Old Testament foreshadows the New Testament.
The New Testament fulfills the Old Testament.
In the Old Testament they were always seeking.
In the New Testament they found what they were seeking.
The Old Testament predicts a person.
The New Testament presents that person.
And that person is the Lord Jesus Christ,
Who fully validated the Old Testament.
The Pentateuch (first 5 books) presents the figure of Christ.
The Psalms present the feeling of Christ.
The Prophets present the foretellings of Christ.
The Gospels present the facts of Christ.
The Epistles present the fruits of Christ.
—Roy W. Gustafson

Artists’ Corner

Jonathon Shutt 7-8-2016

O

Invite the Pastor

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
to visit congregations on Sundays. He can
give a brief update on the ministry, a sermon,
a children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. Just
needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.
The Church of the Damascus Road

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.Postage
PAID
Fort Dodge,
Iowa
Permit #4

239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

September 2016
All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR on FaceBook

T

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

NCCF Church Council

Mike Selvidge-Pres............Jason Jones-VP
Kenny Burch-Sec/Lib...... Mike Newell-ST
Ryan Newson......................... Eric Graham
Steve Groat.....................David Ranabarger
Bradley Heinold......................Dallas Selby
Walter Woodard........................Patrill Ellis
Matthew Merrick-ST

Weekly Schedule

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

Reintegration Steering Committee

Dennis Booth-Pres............ Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Barb Rossbach-Sec........................ Diane Vavak
Mark Juhl.....Mike Malvesti........Larry Lubinus
Mark Willson............................ Doug Rossbach
Pastor Paul Stone.................... Carroll Lang-Dir

Outside Church Council

Mark Willson-Pres................ Larry Lubinus-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Dennis Booth............................. Barb Rossbach
Mark Juhl........Mike Malvesti........Diane Vavak
Pastor Paul Stone........................... Carroll Lang

FDCF Church Council

Kevin Reid-Pres/ST..........Gary Larson-VP
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST............... Felix Arp
Jeremy Quario............................ Tim Smith
Terence Walker..................... Kline Goeders
Kelton Houts............................. Alan Lucas
Richard Dodd.........................Jason Watson

Weekly Schedule

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

