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My Life

Morning Prayer

I’ve lived long enough to see
Some of the future, become history
Though I’ve been limited by my mind
To take advantage of the potential
And achieve what was given by the times

As I woke up this morning
and climbed out of bed
I had a long talk with Jesus
this is what I said

Even though I am not worthy
worthy of your love
you still have a place for me
in heaven above

Saw into the future by Grace given
Word of Knowledge, Word of Wisdom
Though with the eyes He has given me
My potential I’ve not yet seen

As I begin each day
you are the light upon my path
never to forsake me
your love shall always last

My thoughts kept returning to this world
Looking for money, drugs and girls
Ambition-driven, anger, pride
Self serving, demonic captured mind
Chasing after just one more ride
Pray to Him, deliverance today
Tame your mouth of what you say
Let not your enemy, accomplish his goal
To take back again his prize—your soul
Stay real close, in His shadow be
In the Secret Place and you shall see
All those things you fought to gain
Are freely given when you remain

— William Bell FDCF

Paul Abbott

Farewell & Godspeed

I

t is with a deep sense of sadness that we
at CoDR say Farewell and Godspeed
to Paul Abbott as part of our staff.
Paul has worked with us as a half-time
Assistant to the Pastor
since February 2014. But
his affiliation with and
service to CoDR goes
back to January 2009
when he first started
attending worship
and Bible Study as an
inmate at FDCF. That
year he attended his first
Brothers in Blue, he was
Pastor Paul E Stone
baptized, he was elected
to the Church Council, and he was elected
its president at age 22.
Paul helped with worship, Bible studies,
organizing, and mentoring inside. He
expanded and supported Reentry teams in
Western Iowa. He, as had I, had hoped to
develop more teams East of I-35, but that
work is still to be done. And he brought
CoDR (but not its pastor) into the 21st
century electronically.
From our hearts we thank Paul for his
service and pray for his and Haley’s success
as children of and ministers for our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Well done, thou good
and faithful servant.
—Pastor Paul Stone

You are the spark
that ignites the eternal fire
to serve you Lord Jesus
is your will I desire
I shall spread the gospel
for everyone to hear
how wonderful life is
when you are always near
I praise you Jesus
always there for me
no longer a life of bondage
my soul has been set free!
Amen
-Robert L. Johnson II
Note: Robert L. Johnson II, now deceased, wrote poetry
and shared a poem at each worship service and even
had a book, Musings of a Prison Poet, published while
incarcerated. Since then he wrote a daily devotion and
sent it by email to many readers, usually including
one of his poems. We miss him dearly, but several of
us presume that he now reads his poetry to a heavenly
Father and his host in person.
—Editor
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Dear CoDR Outside Council,

This letter is to address the current financial shortcomings of the Church of the Damascus
Road (CoDR) which operates in the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility (FDCF) in Fort
Dodge, Iowa, and the North Central Correctional Facility in Rockwell City, Iowa. While
this congregation is not singularly unique, as a prison congregation it operates in a unique
manner. CoDR is not only distinct in its inception as a prison congregation, it is blessed
with continued interaction with those who were once offenders themselves, but now are
successfully integrated back into society. The impact and interaction of the “ex-offenders”
on the prison congregation cannot be overstated.
A current and prominent example of this interaction is exemplified by Paul Abbott. His
story is a success story, by my reckoning, as a modern day Saul to Paul rebirth. Self- centered,
meth-addicted, non-caring, and self-destructive are just a few of the kinder depictions that
could have described the character of Mr. Abbott before his association with CoDR while
he was an inmate at this very correctional facility. Within this new relationship developed
between Paul and CoDR, he has blossomed through a transformation into a ministry-bound
man of God, which can only be described as remarkable, or undeniably ordained.
When Paul is here at FDCF, he is a walking, breathing, and loving reminder of the power
of Jesus Christ to create profound change in a man. His impact on the offender population of
FDCF is a beautiful thing. Correctional staff, as well as offenders, are continually impacted
and surprised by his presence. A great number of correctional staff operate from a negative
mindset when it comes to dealing with offenders, but Mr. Abbott continually breaks down
preconceived prejudice through his attitude and interaction with correctional staff. His
guileless presence forces some to be challenged in their prejudices. This is always a good
thing! Mr. Abbott’s affect on the offender population can only be described as dramatic. He
draws offenders in, even after being out for some years, because: (1) he was once one of
us; (2) he came back to us; and (3) he is there for us like Jesus was there for Thomas. We
can see him. We can touch him. We can listen to him. Many seek him out. He has become
what we all have the ability to become, if we’re willing to put in the effort. To be honest,
Mr. Abbott is a huge part of this congregation and his loss would no less traumatic to us
than a death in the family.
It is my understanding that the Outside Council is contemplating some serious changes
about the future of CoDR, in reference to its current financial difficulties. lt is also my
understanding that one of those possible changes is to eliminate Mr. Abbott’s position with
CoDR. I would advise against this course of action most fervently. I would ask all of you
to consider the negative impact that removing Mr. Abbott, and the possible insolvency of
CoDR would have on the facilities he and Pastor Stone serve.
While I am not suggesting that either the WIS or the ELCA assume a permanent role in
financial support of this congregation, I am asking that some form of short-term assistance
be provided. This would afford us some breathing room and hopefully allow for Mr, Abbott
to remain with us even if that interaction is modified.
Being part of the Inside Council offers me a unique perspective and access to information
that other congregation members rarely concern themselves with. Because of this, I
believe that other avenues might be explored. I would ask the Outside Council to consider
alternative ways to conserve finances, while proactively seeking out new ways to increase
our funding and maintain Mr. Abbott’s position and his integral interaction with offenders
in both correctional facilities. I understand that sometimes cutbacks are a necessity and
that these decisions are not taken lightly, but I would offer that these cutbacks should be
instituted in a manner that weighs all options evenly considering the full impact of the
situation from multiple angles. I fear that we might be trading a sense of financial security
for a loss that can’t be measured by a simple plus or a minus. These are not my sentiments
alone, but also the overwhelming majority of our congregation at FDCF. It is my opinion,
and the opinion of the entire FDCF Inside Council, that removing Mr. Abbott’s position
in its entirety should only be seriously considered as a last resort after all other options
have been exhausted.
Please take these requests and opinions under serious consideration when making any
decisions concerning “OUR” congregation. Also, I will be copying this correspondence to
the regional offices of the WIS and to the national offices of the ELCA.
Sincerely,

Kevin Reid,
4-26-2016
CoDR Inside Church Council President
Fort Dodge Correctional Facility
1550 ‘L’ Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

Get the Flash in a Flash

T

his is the third issue of the Flash to be
sent electronically in a .pdf to those
who requested to get it via the web.
Not only do we save paper, ink and printing costs, but you will get your newsletter
in a flash, and you can also see photos in
color. Just send us your email address (include your name and address so we can
stop sending by mail) to cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor

Note to Supporters

S

ince we began the $100-a-Month
Club, the list of churches and individuals contributing $100 per month had
grown to 58. However, the value of $100
has been diminishing while expenses continue to rise.
Please consider increasing your donation to $125 or more each month to help us
“keep our heads above water.”
So, starting with this issue, the list will
also reflect those who give $125 or more
each month.

Where you
come from
isn’t as
important
as where
you are
going.

Issue 19.4

July 2016

The official publication of The Church of the
Damascus Road, a Christian Community of
Reconciliation, serving the inmate population of
the correctional facilities at Rockwell City and
Fort Dodge, Iowa.
Rev. Paul Stone, Pastor
Paul Abbott, Assistant
Carroll Lang, Editor
Anyone wishing to be on our mailing list may
send name, address, and phone numbers to the
address below, or by e-mail at: DamascusCh@
aol.com. The Flash can also be sent to your email
address. Our office is at St. Olaf Lutheran Church.
The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
Phone: 515-955-3579
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran, Laurens
Bethany Lutheran, Spencer
Emanuel Lutheran, Dayton
Faith Lutheran, Spencer
First Lutheran, Algona
First Lutheran, Milford
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
Our Savior Lutheran, Albert City
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. John Lutheran, Pomeroy
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Holstein
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Maurer Charities, Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation, Hampton
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Larry Lubinus, Boone
Elwood & Lavon Rieke, Fargo, ND
Arvin G Schmidt, Hartley
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty
Rollin Swanson, Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud, Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson, West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City

Donors of $125 or More Per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran - Lytton
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference
Hope Lutheran, Everly
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Humboldt
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Lakota
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran, Thor
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation
David & LuAnn Bohnet, Jefferson
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson, Manson
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Norman Nielsen, Spencer
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, Tx
Arvin Schmidt, Hartley
Paul Stone, Eagle Grove

Praying for a Miracle

W

henever we find it difficult or seemingly impossible to solve a problem, many people pray
for a miracle. As if somehow God will come to the rescue and change the natural order
of things and correct the problem. After all, he divided the sea for the Israelites to pass
through, Jesus raised Lazarus and healed many people of their diseases. However, there were times
when God expected his people to do miraculouse things themselves. In Luke 10 Jesus tells his
disciples to go, two at a time to several cities and to “heal the sick.” When the
disciples returned, they expressed amazement that “even the deamons obeyed
us,”
God does indeed work miracles, but most of the time, he works those miracle through his people. Moses had to wave his staff over the sea to have God
open a path through it, the disciples had to lay their hands on the sick and God
worked healing. In faith, God is asking us to perform miracles in his name.
Each time we assist a returning citizen to make a successful transition back
into society as an honest, responsible, contibuting member of society, a miracle happens.
As a caring part of a team you may need to help a returning citizen ‘catch up on life.’ You may
have to provide food and drink for this ‘stranger,’ help him find clothes to wear and assist him to
make the transition by helping him find a job and a congregation and realize his niche in your community. When you do, you will have been part of bringing about a miracle.
Because of prison overcrowding, there is a push to give early releases to ease the problem and
caring trained reentry teams are needed now more than ever.
If you are willing to form a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone or
email below and we will set a date for a training session.
We also need help to form new teams in western Iowa, developing more teams around the state
(and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or email me at CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Is there help for ex offenders?

Dear Annie: My ex-daughter-in-law’s
brother would have been sleeping on the
streets for the past two years if it weren’t
for my husband. He’s been paying rent for
“Gary,” who has not received any help from
the other members of the family.
Gary has been unemployed for five years.
He was living with my ex-daughter-in-law,
her boyfriend and my grand-daughter in
the basement of their home, But when
my ex-daughter-in-law broke up with her
boyfriend, she moved into an apartment
where Gary could not follow because he is
a registered sex offender. This also makes it
harder for him to find a job. I don’t know the
whole story, but some of it sounds like his
ex-wife was looking for revenge.
My husband has driven Gary to many job
interviews and has sought help from local
agencies, with no luck. We have exhausted
all avenues. At the moment, Gary collects
cans for recycling and does odd jobs when
they are available, but it’s not enough to pay
rent, so he uses the money for groceries.
My husband is retired and I am retiring
at the end of the year. We cannot afford to

keep paying Gary’s rent, but we also don’t
want to abandon him. Do you know of any
agencies that can help find him an affordable
place to live? - Worried in Illinois
Dear Worried: It is difficult for ex offenders
of any kind to find employment, which
then creates difficulty with living situations
and increases the risk of recidivism. Sex
offenders also have restrictions on where
they can live, so this makes things doubly
hard. You and your husband seem like caring
and compassionate people. Here are a few
resources that we hope can help:
National HIRE Network (hirenetwork.
org) offers referrals to local resources
for ex offenders; Sex Offender Resource
(sexoffenderresource.com) can steer you
toward local state resources; Re-Entry
Illinois (reentryillinois.net) might help with
housing; and sex-offenderjobs.com is a blog
that provides various suggestions, as well as
offering emotional support.
From Annie’s Mailbox Thursday,
Mar 17, 2016 Fort Dodge Messenger

Invite the Pastor/Assistant

O

Artists’ Corner

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
or the Assistant to visit congregations on
Sundays. They can give a brief update on the
ministry, a sermon, a children’s sermon, an
adult forum, a cross-generational class session, or any or all of the above, and are open
to suggestions. Just need time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

Title: Last Supper in leather — by Raymond Reynolds

The Church of the Damascus Road

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.Postage
PAID
Fort Dodge,
Iowa
Permit #4

239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR on FaceBook

T

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

NCCF Church Council

FDCF Church Council

John Wey-Pres................. Thomas Belz-VP
Kenny Burch-Sec/Lib............. Jess Wirkler
Jason Jones............................Bobby Terrell
Michael Newell.........................Jay Jermier
Ryan Newson........................... Steve Groat
Dan Rogers....Allen Mills....Mike Selvidge

Kevin Reid-Pres/ST..................... Felix Arp
Kline Goeders-Sec/ST............... Tim Smith
Greg Humphrey...................... Gary Larson
Terence Walker.................. Chad Burmester
Kelton Houts............................. Alan Lucas
Richard Dodd.........................Jason Watson

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

Weekly Schedule

Reintegration Steering Committee

Dennis Booth-Pres............ Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Barb Rossbach-Sec........................ Diane Vavak
Mark Juhl.....................................Larry Lubinus
Mark Willson............................ Doug Rossbach
Pastor Paul Stone.................... Carroll Lang-Dir

Outside Church Council

Mark Willson-Pres................ Larry Lubinus-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Dennis Booth............................. Barb Rossbach
Mark Juhl....................................... Diane Vavak
Pastor Paul Stone........................... Carroll Lang

Weekly Schedule

A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

