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Saved by the Grace of God

I

was living the life of the “good old days,” just having a good time during high school and my early
life. However, that all changed when I met Tom Black. He was involved with Crusade for Christ.
Tom wanted to talk with me. I wasn’t interested in “that stuff” but, just to amuse him, I decided to
meet with him. We met at a restaurant for lunch and with my cocky attitude, we sat down to a table
surrounded by a lot of people. Five minutes into the conversation, he started talking about Christ.
Tom started bringing things to my mind that I’d heard as a child, but I had just classified them with
other childhood tales like Santa Claus.
My grandparents were Christians, but I really never knew what kind of influence they had on me.
Tom reminded me of verses like Romans 3:23: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.” He was telling me that everyone sins; no one can reach the standard that God has set without
him. And Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” And Ephesians 2:8: “For it is by grace that you have been saved through faith and
this not from yourself, it is the gift of God.” The good news was I could be saved. Jesus had already
paid the penalty for my sin. By accepting the gift he offered me, I could become a child of God. I
slammed my fist on the table and said, “I appreciate what you’re doing, but I have to get out of here!”
I couldn’t relate and I left.
I tried everything I could to ignore what God had been saying to me all that time, so I just picked
up where I left off, doing the things I’d been doing all along. God was talking to my heart, so I just
turned up the music louder to ignore him — but I couldn’t. After a couple of weeks of this, I wanted
these Crusade guys off my back. The words he had spoken, the things my grandparents had taught me
and the things I was doing were getting all mixed up in my head. So I called Tom and said, “Look, you
filled me full of something I can’t spit out and it’s driving me crazy. Let’s sit down and talk some more.”
So I met with Tom again and I accepted Christ into my life. I’ve heard people say that after
accepting Christ the grass seems greener, and the sky looks bluer, but that’s not the way it happened
for me. One thing I knew for sure: I was finally doing something right. But I was still hanging out
with the same friends, and living the same lifestyle. I couldn’t find a balance between being their
friend and living for Christ.
So I talked to Tom one more time. He explained it to me, “You’re sitting on a horse, but it’s a bad
one, and you decide to spur him on. He jumps out from under you and leaves you laying in the mud.
But before God can get you back on the right track and a good horse, you have to get rid of that bad
horse and change your lifestyle, because there’s nothing for God to build on. In other words, God is
saying , ‘You’ve got to get back up. I know you are hurting and down right now. All you’ve got to
do is hang on, knowing that from this day on I am speaking to you. As long as you listen, I’ll get you
back on the right track.’”
“If you’ve accepted Christ,” Tom continued, “do it! You’ve got to receive all of the gifts being
offered. Jesus died for sinners like you and me. He has given us a reason to pick ourselves up out of
the mud and do whatever it takes to get right with him.”
—Dennis Butrick

Musings of a Prison Pastor

T

hey come. They go. They stay. They
come back. Guys who attend CoDR
do these things, some or all. On
the inside we see them, we worship with
them and we study
with them. We
commiserate
with them. We
counsel and
plan with them.
Some leave and
then return. It’s
never intended,
but it happens.
Forces beyond
the man’s control?
Unconquered
demons within?
And then, if they Pastor Paul E Stone
are willing, we do
the same things all over again.
Life in Christ goes on, and on, and on.
Thank God. It’s like life outside. We are a
church that has failures. But we are also a
church that helps Christ help our members
walk with him in heretofore unnoticed light.
I am happy and proud to walk and talk
with men who seek a renewed and revitalized
life. (Sort of like outside congregations,
huh?) I believe this is what Christ wants
our/your ministry to be about. Thanks for
your steps with us on the journey of life with
Christ. God Bless Us One and All.
—Pastor Paul Stone

Blessed

I’m too blessed to be stressed, and too anointed to be disappointed.
I refuse to be discouraged, to be sad, or to cry.
I refuse to be downhearted, and here’s the reason why:
I have a God who is almighty, who is sovereign, and supreme.
I have a God who loves me— and I am on his team.
He is all wise and powerful. Jesus is his name.
Though everything else is changeable, my God remains the same.
I refuse to be beaten or defeated. My eyes are on my God.
He has promised to be with me as through this life I’ve trod.
I am looking past my circumstances to heaven’s throne above.
My prayers have reached the heart of God and I am resting in his love.
I give thanks to him in everything. My eyes are on his face.
The battle is his, the victory is mine, he will help me win the race.
I repeat: I’m too blessed to be distressed!
—Author unknown
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Some things to
Get the Flash in a Flash
think about... T
The Place of Commitment

A

A testimony of the desire of my heart.

Stop Going to Church

H

ow many of us attend Church on a
regular basis? Seems pretty straight
forward, right? I would say that a
large number of Western Christians have
been raised to hold a slightly distorted view
of what “Church” truly is.
Most of us are taught that to be a good
Christian; we need to attend a weekly service
which is usually held on Sunday and if we
are super faithful, there is always the Sunday
evening service, Sunday School, and usually
a mid-week Bible study, While all of these
activities are admirable and even scripturally
sound, I would say that on there own merits,
they aren’t “church.”
I am simply saying that the Church,
Christ’s Bride, was meant, as individuals,
to physically go out into the world and “be”
the Church itself, not relegating that status
to a building. Peter was instructed 3 times
that if he loved Jesus he was to feed His
sheep. The small rock that Christ’s Church
would be built on was a man that loved
Jesus being called to action, not a pretty
building. Countless times Jesus stepped up
and did what was needed. He didn’t wait for
a governing body to handle it or wait for the
Pastor or Priest to step up. He took action
healing, feeding, counseling, and correcting
in the name of His Father. Nowhere in
Scripture is the Church commanded to idly
sit by and wait until Sunday to be “Good
Christians.” We are all called to be the
love of Christ incarnate in this increasingly
darkened world in the same way that Peter
was.
In this time of foretold evil and chaos,
with senseless acts of violence dramatically
on the rise, I would make the plea to all
“Good Christians” to stop attending church.
That’s right, stop “going to” Church and
“be” the Church, “feed His sheep!”
—Kevin Reid FDCF

s long as I can remember I’ve always
been a little different from the
common man. Popularity was never
appealing to me. I guess it’s because at a
very young age say, five or six, I had a brush
with the divine or rather unknown at that
time. This fateful encounter would shape my
character for the next 30 years of my life. It
set me on a path of isolation, indifference,
and at times loneliness. But, through all
these developed negative character defects, a
strange paradox occurred, it would seem that
not following the established “in-crowd,”
and lack of a “herd mentality” enabled me
to search for that “great unknown thing” my
empty heart lacked.
As a result I found Jesus the Messiah, a
great light was given me and, a “burning”
desire for more of Him that has completely
filled me with joy, enabling me to hear
His voice and causing me to take up that
higher calling on my life. God has been
very merciful toward me and still sustains
me thus far. I am utterly convinced of this,
and also see His hand in all the affairs of my
life. It has been 20 years now, and I’m still
excited about His great and mighty works!
Every day is a blessing in disguise, I feel
privileged to serve the King of kings in
whatever/wherever He has appointed me...
even prison! Furthermore, when I think of
where l came from, and the sheer violence I
miraculously managed to escape by the skin
of my teeth...when I see the bullet wounds,
knife blade scars in my body, and multiple
stitches riddled on my very scalp, I’m
reminded that Jesus Himself has redeemed
me with outstretched arms. Once my spirit
was dead, but now I am revived and that
place of commitment to Jesus within my
spirit is made stronger everyday forevermore
and so Jesus has become the desire of my
heart, a father to this orphan, my friend who
is closer than my brothers, and now this
former outlaw delights in His Law!
If you have found this place of
commitment to Jesus, where you truly
delight in Him, write out your testimony
relating to the “desires of your heart.” If you
have not found this place, come talk to me or
someone else about it. I believe this subject
is very important, for it is a commandment
from the Lord (Deut. 30:20; John. 15:10),
that you love the LORD your God with all
your heart, mind, strength, and soul. Thanks
for listening!
—Ramon L. Price, Sr. Feb 2016

his is the third issue of the Flash to be
sent electronically in a .pdf to those
who requested to get it via the web.
Not only do we save paper, ink and printing costs, but you will get your newsletter
in a flash, and you can also see photos in
color. Just send us your email address (include your name and address so we can
stop sending by mail) to cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor

FDCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he 34th weekend at FDCF is scheduled for June 2-5, 2016. See Pastor
Stone in the Chapel for applications.
Please note that visits are not allowed, so
be sure to notify those on your visiting list
not to visit on that weekend. The application deadline is Wednesday, May 25.
Prayer in support of the weekend is one
way persons on the ‘outside’ can support
this renewal ministry, or mail letters of encouragement to CoDR, address on page 4.

Positive
anything is
better than
negative
nothing.
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The official publication of The Church of the
Damascus Road, a Christian Community of
Reconciliation, serving the inmate population of
the correctional facilities at Rockwell City and
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Paul Abbott, Assistant
Carroll Lang, Editor
Anyone wishing to be on our mailing list may
send name, address, and phone numbers to the
address below, or by e-mail at: DamascusCh@
aol.com. The Flash can also be sent to your email
address. Our office is at St. Olaf Lutheran Church.
The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
Phone: 515-955-3579
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 or More Per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran, Laurens
Bethany Lutheran, Spencer
Emanuel Lutheran, Dayton
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran, Lytton
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
Faith Lutheran, Spencer
First Lutheran, Algona
First Lutheran, Milford
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference WIS
Hope Lutheran, Everly
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Savior Lutheran, Albert City
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Humboldt
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. John Lutheran, Pomeroy
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Holstein
St. Paul Lutheran, Lakota
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran, Thor
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Maurer Charities, Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation, Hampton
Dave & Luann Bohnet, Jefferson
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson, Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Larry Lubinus, Boone
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Norman Nielsen, Spencer
Elwood & Lavon Rieke, Fargo, ND
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, TX
Arvin G Schmidt, Hartley
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Rev. Paul Stone, Eagle Grove
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty
Rollin Swanson, Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud, Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson, West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City

Plugging along

W

e’ve been ‘crawling’ out of the recession of 2008 at what seems to be a snail’s pace, right?
Belts are still snug and extra funds are slim, so our giving is less generous, too. However,
we keep plugging along, caring for the “least of these,” in spite of occasional failures and
heartbreaks, which is a testimony to our Christian communities and to the world that the love of
Christ strengthens us, giving us the will to keep loving and caring.
Time in prison seems to pass more slowly than for us in our busy lives, yet
we busy people find the time to faithfully walk alongside returning citizens.
The Christian community continues to respond to Jesus’ call in Mathew
25:34-36, “... I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,
36
I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I
was in prison and you came to visit me.’”
As a caring part of a team you may need to help a returning citizen ‘catch
up on life.’ You may have to provide food and drink for this ‘stranger,’ help him find clothes to wear
and assist him to make a transition back into society as a productive contributing citizen by helping
him find a job and a congregation and realize his niche in your community.
Because of prison overcrowding, there is a push to give early releases to ease the problem and
caring trained reentry teams are needed now more than ever.
If you are willing to form a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone or
email below and we will set a date for a training session.
We also need help to form new teams in western Iowa, developing more teams around the state
(and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or email me at CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Starting in July—

In God We Trust

When rumors of war are in the air
All the more important that we all declare
That Lord Jesus is on the Throne
And in the end we’re all going home
With famine and pestilence so common today
And political ramblings in our way
With men and women given to unnatural lusts
So important, In God We Trust

S

ince we began the $100-a-Month
Club, the list of churches and individuals contributing $100 per month has
grown to 58. However, the value of $100
has been diminishing while expenses continue to rise.
Please consider increasing your donation to $125 or more each month to help us
“keep our heads above water.”
So, starting in July, the list will be adjusted to reflect those who give $125 or
more each month.

All this learning, but never the truth
Churches with godliness, yet denying His power
From all this we must turn away
And trust in Him these final hours
Inspired by: 2 Timothy Chapter 3
(First appeared in the November 2010 issue)
— William Bell FDCF

Invite the Pastor/Assistant

The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Artists’ Corner

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

Title: Warning Bros — Artist Unknown

O

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
or the Assistant to visit congregations on
Sundays. They can give a brief update on the
ministry, a sermon, a children’s sermon, an
adult forum, a cross-generational class session, or any or all of the above, and are open
to suggestions. Just need time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

www.codrcare.org

O
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CoDR on FaceBook

T

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

John Wey-Pres................. Thomas Belz-VP
Unfilled-Sec/Lib........... Shammick Cannon
Gerald Price............................. Robert Pate
Michael Newell.........................Jay Jermier
Kenneth Burch....................Tai-Lin Gillam
Donald Venticher
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

FDCF Church Council

Kevin Reid-Pres/ST......... Ramon Price-VP
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST............. Tim Smith
Greg Humphrey...................... Gary Larson
Terence Walker..................... Kline Goeders
Kelton Houts........................Scott Kingsley
Richard Dodd

Worship & Bible Study
FDCF Fort Dodge

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

