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In Memorium

C

oDR has lost a faithful supporter,
Cleo Swanson, who passed away at
age 92 on February 13, 2016. Cleo
was in on the ‘ground floor’ of the formation of CoDR back
in 1996. She and
her husband, Rollin, attended church
services in both
prisons faithfully
for years. Cleo was
even on the Board
of Prison Congregation of America.
Cleo and Rollin
have always held CoDR in their hearts.
She’ll be missed.

How I Know God Is Near

W

hen I raise my hands up over
my head
in prayer,
that tingle I feel in
my heart—it’s Jesus
smiling at me.
When I read his
word and he reveals
something new to me,
my face gets warm—
that’s God’s breath
I feel. When I help another human being
and when I walk away with a smile—that’s
Jesus slapping me on my back saying, “I’m
proud of you.”
Even when Satan’s arrows seem to pierce
me from all sides, it’s Jesus who picks me
up and reminds me that he will always be
stronger than Satan.
So, how do I know my God is close to
me? Because I believe everything Jesus
tells me!!
PS: and when I pray in complete honesty,
he assures me that I will always be under his
wing of protection. How do I know? Just
with a simple “Amen.”
—Michael Selvidge 1-9-15

Here I Am
Does God Still Speak?

A

young man had been to Wednesday
Night Bible Study. The Pastor had
shared about listening to God and
obeying the Lord’s voice. The young man
couldn’t help but wonder, ‘Does God still
speak to people?’
After the service, he went out with some
friends for coffee and pie and they discussed
the message. Several different ones talked
about how God had led them in different
ways.
It was about ten o’clock when the young
man started driving home. Sitting in his
car, he just began to pray, ‘God...If you still
speak to people, speak to me. I will listen. I
will do my best to obey.’
As he drove down the main street of
his town, he had the strangest thought to
stop and buy a gallon of milk. He shook his
head and said out loud, ‘God is that you?’
He didn’t get a reply and started on toward
home. But again, the thought, buy a gallon
of milk. The young man thought about
Samuel and how he didn’t recognize the
voice of God, and how little Samuel ran to
Eli. ‘Okay, God, in case that is you, I will
buy the milk.’ It didn’t seem like too hard a
test of obedience. He could always use the
milk. He stopped and purchased the gallon
of milk and started off toward home.
As he passed Seventh Street, he again
felt the urge, ‘Turn down that street.’ This
is crazy he thought, and drove on past the
intersection. Again, he felt that he should
turn down Seventh Street. At the next
intersection, he turned back and headed
down Seventh. Half jokingly, he said out
loud, ‘Okay, God, I will.’
He drove several blocks, when suddenly,
he felt like he should stop. He pulled over
to the curb and looked around. He was
in a semi-commercial area of town. It
wasn’t the best, but it wasn’t the worst of
Continued on page 3

Here I am at Brothers in Blue
Being asked questions like, “Who are you?”
“Do you have an ideal?”
“About Christ, how do you feel?”
Study the word and seek God.
Be pious and reaffirm the truth with a nod.
Put into action what you have learned
and remember, Grace is not earned.
Be a leader and to the way stay true.
Thank God I came to Brothers in Blue.
—David Ranabargar, March 2016

Matching Gift Challenge

T

he members of Faith Lutheran in
Odebolt have issued a challenge: they
will match
your giving up to
$1,500. To have
your gift matched,
simply mark it
“matching gift.”
P as t o r Tr i s h
Underberg put
it this way: “As
a congregation
we have found
the blessing in
being able to have
programs that
allow people to
give and for their gift to grow. This is the
reason we are asking many recipients to try
to see if it helps provide incentive for others
giving for your ministry.”
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Does God Hear You When You Pray?

rayer is a vital part of a true believers walk with the Lord. Unfortunately, at least two-thirds of the
world believe in the concept of prayer. What we will look at hear is the biblical fact that even true
believers are not heard by God if they have active sin in their lives. It stands to reason, then, that
if a true believer is not heard because of sin, then what hope do the lukewarm and non-believers have
of being heard when they pray.
In 1537, Martin Luther wrote his Smalcald Articles. In Part III, Article III, he wrote: It is therefore
necessary to know and to teach that when holy people, aside from the fact that they still possess and feel
original sin and daily repent and strive against it, fall into open sin (as David fell into adultery, murder,
and blasphemy), faith and the Spirit have departed from them. This is so because the Holy Spirit does
not permit sin to rule and gain the upper hand in such a way that sin is committed, but the Holy Spirit
represses and restrains it so that it does not do what it wishes. If sin does what it wishes, the Holy Spirit
and faith are not present, for St. John says, “No one born of God commits sin; he cannot sin.” Yet it is
also true, as the same St. John writes, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.”
If we are walking in faith, born-again, then the Holy Spirit dwells in us. When we are tempted to sin,
the Spirit responds by repressing and restraining sin, or at least our urge to sin. He does not prevent sin.
Therefore, when we allow sin in our lives it is by our choice. We know this because God does not allow
us to be tempted beyond what we can bear. We sin willingly, choosing to ignore the Spirit because we
want what sin has to offer. In that moment we love darkness more than we love the light and our deeds
become sinful. In that moment we are separated from God by active sin.
When we are separated by active sin, the lines of communication between ourselves and God are
broken. In Psalm 66.18 we read, If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me. Likewise, in
Proverbs we learn how The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but the prayer of the
upright is his delight (15.8), The Lord is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the righteous
(15.29) and, He that turns away from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination (28.9).
Isaiah also wrote of how our iniquities have caused a separation between you and your God, and
your sins have hid his face from you, that He will not hear (59.2). To this John adds, Now we know that
God does not hear sinners, If any man is a worshiper of God, doing His will, then that man He does
listen to (John 9.31).
The above verses, and many others, apply directly to the “wicked.” For this reason many believers do
not believe such warnings apply to them. However, when a believer—be it a a brand new babe in Christ
or a well known and respected pastor, or anyone in between—has active sin in his life, he is a sinner.
Until he repents of his sin(s) and has been forgiven, he is numbered among the wicked. Or simply put,
if you refuse to listen to God, God will refuse to listen to you.
A sad reality of this is the fact that fully 80% of Americans believe that they are Christian. Now out
of that 80% only 20% can actually claim to be Christian. The rest merely assume that they are. This
assumption is based on the belief that because they are American, and because Christianity is a family
tradition, they automatically became Christians when they were born.
A prime example of this false belief are the worldly persons who call upon the name of the Lord
in time of crisis. When life is normal, they have no time for God and rarely consider Him or His word.
Then suddenly their world is thrown into turmoil when a parent or child or spouse is hospitalized with
a life-threatening condition. Because they believe they are Christians, they also believe that if they pray
in these situations God will hear them and instantly make things better. Most of these people will offer
God some form of a deal: If you answer my prayer, I promise to start going to church.
True believers, especially those who know they are right with Him, do not barter with God. As we
are told in Matthew 7.7, if we ask it will be given to us. Not because we barter, but because we ask in
the name of our Lord Jesus, by faith, understanding that our request must also be in accord with the will
of God...which is something most of us accept even when we do not understand.
Likewise, in Matthew 21.22 we are told that we receive what we believe. Yet John tells us of a
condition we must meet before we can call on the name of the Lord and expect to be heard: we must
abide in Him, and His word in us (see John 15.7).
When the lukewarm and nonbeliever pray, they sometimes seem to get what they ask for. They use
such coincidences as proof that they are Christian and God does hear them. Yet when their prayer goes
unanswered, which it does 99% of the time, they blame God for any negative outcomes. They will even
declare that God does not exist.
I know a man, Steve, who bitterly refuses to believe in God. When his daughter was dying in hospital,
he prayed. It was the first time in years. At one point Steve had tried to barter with God by asking the
Lord to take him and spare his daughter. Still, she died. Because he had prayed, the final outcome became
God’s fault. Not Steve’s, not the fault of the disease.
Prior to this incident, Steve had had no more use for God than he did the common cold. He lived in
sin and had absolutely no relationship with Jesus. Yet he had expected the Father to do what he wanted
because he had prayed. To one degree or another, most people are in the same boat that Steve was. The
lukewarm, for example, will point to three or four coincidences as proof that they are right with God and
that He hears their prayers. They refuse to accept that the outcome would have been exactly the same
even if they had not prayed. They completely ignore the fact that the hundreds and even thousands of
other prayers they have uttered over the course of their lives were never heard, were never answered.
What about you? Are you like Steve? Does God hear your prayers?
—Mike Downs, NCCF

Get the Flash in a Flash

T

his is the third issue of the Flash to be
sent electronically in a .pdf to those
who requested to get it via the web.
Not only do we save paper, ink and printing costs, but you will get your newsletter
in a flash, and you can also see photos in
color. Just send us your email address (include your name and address so we can
stop sending by mail) to cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor

FDCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he 34th weekend at FDCF is scheduled for June 2-5, 2016. See Pastor
Stone in the Chapel for applications.
Please note that visits are not allowed, so
be sure to notify those on your visiting list
not to visit on that weekend. The application deadline is Wednesday, May 25.
Prayer in support of the weekend is one
way persons on the ‘outside’ can support
this renewal ministry, or mail letters of encouragement to CoDR, address on page 4.

Happiness is
when what
you think,
what you say
and what
you do are in
harmony.
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The official publication of The Church of the
Damascus Road, a Christian Community of
Reconciliation, serving the inmate population of
the correctional facilities at Rockwell City and
Fort Dodge, Iowa.
Rev. Paul Stone, Pastor
Paul Abbott, Assistant
Carroll Lang, Editor
Anyone wishing to be on our mailing list may
send name, address, and phone numbers to the
address below, or by e-mail at: DamascusCh@
aol.com. The Flash can also be sent to your email
address. Our office is at St. Olaf Lutheran Church.
The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
Phone: 515-955-3579
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 or More Per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran, Laurens
Bethany Lutheran, Spencer
Emanuel Lutheran, Dayton
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran, Lytton
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
Faith Lutheran, Spencer
First Lutheran, Algona
First Lutheran, Milford
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference WIS
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Savior Lutheran, Albert City
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Humboldt
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. John Lutheran, Pomeroy
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Holstein
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran, Thor
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Maurer Charities, Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation, Hampton
Dave & Luann Bohnet, Jefferson
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson, Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Larry Lubinus, Boone
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Norman Nielsen, Spencer
Elwood & Lavon Rieke, Fargo, ND
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, TX
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Rev. Paul Stone, Eagle Grove
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty
Rollin Swanson, Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud, Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson, West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City

Putting a Spring in Your Steps

W

e just experienced a break in winter cold, with a warmup that melted away those reminders of old man winter. It felt like spriing, and put a bit of a spring in my steps. I know
winter is not over until I get a sunburn, but it sure feels good to wear lighter jackets and
not worry about sliding on the ice. Now we look forward to warmer weather and summer pastimes.
For a person in prison whose release date is drawing near, it can put a spring on his/her steps,
but it may cause a feeling of dread and uncertainty instead. So many variables,
bumps and hurdles await that person, especially if the sentence was long. So
many changes have occured during incarceration — how to cope? “How will
I find housing, I have no place to go,” or “I was young, I never had a steady
job, how can I find work.”
That is where the Christian community comes in, in response to Jesus’ call
in Mathew 25:34-36, “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared
for you since the creation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to
visit me.’”
As a caring part of a team you may need to help a returning citizen ‘catch up on life.’ You may
have to provide food and drink for this ‘stranger,’ help him find clothes to wear and assist him to
make a transition back into society as a productive contributing citizen by helping him find a job
and a congregation and realize his niche in your community.
Because of prison overcrowding, there is a push to give early releases to ease the problem and
caring trained reentry teams are needed now more than ever.
If you are willing to form a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone or
email below and we will set a date for a training session.
We also need help to form new teams in western Iowa, developing more teams around the state
(and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or email me at CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Does God Still Speak? Continued from page 1
neighborhoods either. The businesses were
closed and most of the houses looked dark
like the people were already in bed.
Again, he sensed something, ‘Go and
give the milk to the people in the house
across the street.’ The young man looked at
the house. It was dark and it looked like the
people were either gone or they were already
asleep. He started to open the door and then
sat back in the car seat.
‘Lord, this is insane. Those people are
asleep and if I wake them up, they are going
to be mad and I will look stupid.’ Again,
he felt like he should go and give the milk.
Finally, he opened the door, ‘Okay God,
if this is you, I will go to the door and I
will give them the milk. If you want me
to look like a crazy person, okay. I want
to be obedient. I guess that will count for
something, but if they don’t answer right
away, I am out of here.’
He walked across the street and rang
the bell. He could hear some noise inside.
A man’s voice yelled out, ‘Who is it? What
do you want?’ Then the door opened before
the young man could get away.
The man was standing there in his jeans

and T-shirt. He looked like he just got out of
bed. He had a strange look on his face and he
didn’t seem too happy to have some stranger
standing on his doorstep. ‘What is it?’
The young man thrust out the gallon of
milk, ‘Here, I brought this to you.’ The man
took the milk and rushed down a hallway.
Then from down the hall came a woman
carrying the milk toward the kitchen. The
man was following her holding a baby.
The baby was crying. The man had tears
streaming down his face.
The man began speaking and half crying,
“We were just praying. We had some big
bills this month and we ran out of money.
We didn’t have any milk for our baby. I was
just praying and asking God to show me how
to get some milk.” His wife in the kitchen
yelled out, “I ask him to send an Angel with
some. Are you an Angel?”
The young man reached into his wallet
and pulled out all the money he had on him
and put it in the man’s hand. He turned and
walked back toward his car and the tears
were streaming down his face. He knew that
God still answers prayers.
—Author unknown

Invite the Pastor/Assistant

Artists’ Corner

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

Noah’s Ark by Joel SeguaraMeza

O

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
or the Assistant to visit congregations on
Sundays. They can give a brief update on the
ministry, a sermon, a children’s sermon, an
adult forum, a cross-generational class session, or any or all of the above, and are open
to suggestions. Just need time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

www.codrcare.org

O
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CoDR on FaceBook

T

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

John Wey-Pres................. Thomas Belz-VP
Kelvin Izer-Sec/Lib...... Shammick Cannon
Gerald Price.........................Alan Schieffer
Robert Pate........................ Michael Newell
Daniel Jones............................ Ryan Reedy
Jay Jermier
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

FDCF Church Council

Kevin Reid-Pres/ST......... Ramon Price-VP
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST............. Tim Smith
Richard Dodd..........................Joshua Cook
Greg Humphrey...................... Gary Larson
Terence Walker..................... Kline Goeders
Kelton Houts........................Scott Kingsley

Worship & Bible Study
FDCF Fort Dodge

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

