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Take a Minute

W

hen was the last time any of you
just sat back and truly relaxed?
Seriously, look back at the last
two weeks of your life and examine it for
“true rest.” If you’re honest with yourself, you
might be very surprised to find that there may
not be any appreciable length of time that has
been truly devoted to respite. I am not referring
to ‘vegging out’ in front of the idiot box. I am
speaking of true rest. The kind of rest that
refreshes your body, mind, and soul. Our society
(even incarcerated society) stresses activity and
productivity. True rest was built into creation
from the beginning when our Heavenly Father
instituted the Sabbath. This world, which
includes us, revolves around it.
I’m not going to be “That Guy,” you know
that guy, the one who tells you that you aren’t a
good Christian if you don’t observe the Sabbath
or tells you which day is the correct day to rest
and reflect. I will ask you again, though, when
was the last time you took time to just recharge
your batteries. For me, one of the most anxietydriven times in this place is when I have nothing
to do. No work, no class, no structured event to
occupy my time. When left to my own devices,
I have historically made poor choices to occupy
myself. I have recently started to recognize the
fact that a lot of those poor decisions were
motivated by a desire to stay “busy.” By the
time this is published I will be 43 years old, I
am finally learning the importance of slowing
down and making real time for myself and,
most importantly, my relationship with God.
There is a silence that exists in jails and
prisons screaming so loudly it can be frightening.
This silence is always there, waiting just under
the surface. Most of us will usually do whatever
we can to avoid this vacuum. It is in this time,
void of outside distractions, we are forced to
truly face ourselves. What we fail to realize
is — it is in that very silence where GOD, our
Perfect Creator, is waiting patiently for us,
Do yourself a favor and embrace those times
of your life that aren’t “scheduled.” Stop. Don’t
move. Don’t do. Listen! (Hebrews 4:9,10)
—Kevin Reid FDCF Oct 2015

Prayer Denied - Hope Found

A

ll across America we see story
after story of public schools and
government agencies enforcing the
denial of allowing the Word of God, or
even prayer, to wield any foothold upon
our nation. In a nation founded upon the
principles of Christendom, the precepts and
beliefs are suffocated under the growing
secular guise of humanism, a theology
that denies the supernatural. No God,
no creation; but rather a strict adherence
to unproven facts and missing links. No
afterlife or eternity for the spirit to dwell
in, just animal existence followed by death.
If this be the case, then humanity has no
purpose nor has it any future. And tomorrow,
it will all be forgotten.
But all is not lost! The hope of God’s
people will find a way. The following is a
true story, entitled Graduation Day; it was
taken from the Colton Methodist & Christ
Church magazine:
They walked in tandem, each of the 93
students filing into the already crowded
auditorium. With rich maroon gowns flowing
and the traditional caps, they looked almost
as grown up as they felt.
Dads swallowed hard behind broad
smiles, and moms freely brushed away
tears. This class would not pray during the
commencements, not by choice, but because
of a recent court ruling prohibiting it.
The Principal and several students were
careful to stay within the guidelines allowed
by the ruling. They gave inspirational and
challenging speeches, but no one mentioned
divine guidance, and no one asked for
blessings on the graduates or their families,
The speeches were nice, but they were
routine until the final speech received a
standing ovation. A solitary student walked
to the microphone. He stood still and silent
for just a moment, and then it happened.
All 92 students, every single one of them,
suddenly sneezed!
The student on stage simply looked at
the audience, and exclaimed, “GOD BLESS
YOU, each and every one of you!” and he
walked off stage.
The audience exploded into applause.
The graduating class found a unique way to
invoke God’s blessing on their future, with
or without the court’s approval!
—Michael Alkire 12/8/15

The Clarion Call

of the American Revolution:
God give us men!
A time like this demands
Strong minds, great hearts,
true faith and ready hands;
Men whom the lust of office does not kill;
Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy;
Men who possess opinions and a will;
Men who have honor –
Men who will not lie;
Tall men, sun‑crowned,
Who live above the fog
In public duty and in private thinking.
(Excerpted from An Address on the Life and Character
of Samuel Adams, delivered by Edward Porter in the
Old South meeting House, Boston, October 26, 1884.)

— submitted by Elder Michael Alkire

Thank You

W

e would like to thank you for
the memorial given to us after
our storm damage. It is greatly
appreciated and will be put toward
reconstruction.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church Council,
Radcliff, Iowa (The FDCF Inside Church
Council sent them $25.00)
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NCCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he 38th Brothers in Blue weekend at
NCCF will be March 3-6, 2016. Applications are available from Pastor
Stone or Paul Abbott. Deadline is February
26, 2016. Even if you are not sure you’ll
still be here by then, sign up anyway, just
in case. This renewal ministry has been an
awakening for many.
—Pastor Paul Stone

There is
no better
experience for
the heart than
reaching down
and lifting
someone up.

Thinking Christ-Like

1. I keep my thoughts focused on God’s
promises.
2. I remember that “what I think” is who I
become.
3. I keep focus and am thankful for what
I do have, not on what would be nice
to have.
4. When I begin to ponder, I ponder on
what Jesus did for me.
5. I always read the Word with an open,
tender, responsive heart.
6. When I plan my future, I pray to my
Savior to ask him to check my plan.
7. I remember to look toward my hope and
stay focused on my faith.
—Michael Selvidge 1-9-15

Get the Flash in a Flash

T

his is the third issue of the Flash to be
sent electronically in a .pdf to those
who requested to get it via the web.
Not only do we save paper, ink and printing costs, but you will get your newsletter
in a flash, and you can also see photos in
color. Just send us your email address (include your name and address so we can
stop sending by mail) to cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 or More Per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran, Laurens
Bethany Lutheran, Spencer
Emanuel Lutheran, Dayton
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran, Lytton
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
Faith Lutheran, Spencer
First Lutheran, Algona
First Lutheran, Milford
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference WIS
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Savior Lutheran, Albert City
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Humboldt
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. John Lutheran, Pomeroy
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Holstein
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran, Thor
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Maurer Charities, Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation, Hampton
Dave & Luann Bohnet, Jefferson
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson, Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Larry Lubinus, Boone
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Norman Nielsen, Spencer
Elwood & Lavon Rieke, Fargo, ND
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, TX
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Rev. Paul Stone, Eagle Grove
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty
Rollin & Cleo Swanson, Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud, Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson, West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City

Getting in the Spirit

D

uring the holiday season we are encouraged to “Get into the Spirit.” In “A Christmas Carol”
the ‘spirits’ of Christmas past, present and future comes to visit Scrooge, who finally realizes that his life has been headed in the wrong direction and makes amends to the Cratchet
family. When an inmate looks over his past life, ponders his present incarcerated life and sees that
how he has lived his life so far has not led him to be a productive, contributing citizen, he begins to
look to the future, and dream about what his life after release might be like. He
may yearn to make changes in his life to put off the old ways and start anew.
Trouble is, if he goes back to his old community, habits and friends, his
chances of realizing his dream of a new life are all too often shattered without
the help of new friends who are not part of his previous life and are part of
his future.
That is where the Christian community comes in, in response to Jesus’ call
in Mathew 25:34-36, “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come,
you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’”
As a caring part of a team you may have to do all those things at first for a returning citizen.
You may have to provide food and drink for this ‘stranger,’ help him find clothes to wear and assist
him to make a transition back into society as a productive contributing citizen by helping him find
a job and a congregation and realize his niche in your community.
Because of prison overcrowding, there is a push to give early releases to ease the problem and
caring trained reentry teams are needed now more than ever.
If you are willing to form a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone or
email below and we will set a date for a training session.
We also need help to form new teams in western Iowa, developing more teams around the state
(and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or email me at CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Praying Before Bed

I Love Them, Too

Hear it coming? In the distance?
Coming to give us all assistance?”
“Pray Ye the Lord for rain
In the time of Latter Rain”

I miss them so very much
No longer will I know
The pleasure of their smile
Or have their hand to hold.

Former and latter, all will come
With twice the strength of Pentecost
Till we get His job all done
To work with Him and save the lost

Do not cry my child
For I love them too!
I desire to be with them
As they were with you.

My body trembles at the thought
That we are part of His plan
These Last Day’s to save the lost
His Glory seen through out the land

To hold them in my arms
To tell them of my love
Together we will wait for you
At the gates of heaven above.

On this night I go to bed
Praying simply while laying down my head
Thinking about all the men of old
Never seeing the Latter Rain foretold

— William Bell FDCF

I feel my heart breaking
Why Lord must this be?
Some one that I dearly love
Has been taken away from me.

Robert L. Johnson II 10‑7‑2003

Invite the Pastor/Assistant

Michael Nellist FDCF

Artists’ Corner

O

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
or the Assistant to visit congregations on
Sundays. They can give a brief update on the
ministry, a sermon, a children’s sermon, an
adult forum, a cross-generational class session, or any or all of the above, and are open
to suggestions. Just need time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

www.codrcare.org

CoDR on FB

T

O
ad ur
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he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

John Wey-Pres................. Thomas Belz-VP
Kelvin Izer-Sec/Lib...... Shammick Cannon
Chester Polk................................. Paul Belt
Robert Pate........................ Michael Newell
Jackson Heard......................... Ryan Reedy
Gerald Price..............................Jay Jermier
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

FDCF Church Council

Kevin Reid-Pres/ST......... Ramon Price-VP
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST............. Tim Smith
David Schreiber......................Joshua Cook
Greg Humphrey...................Jeremy Garvin
Terence Walker..................... Kline Goeders
Kelton Houts........................Scott Kingsley

Worship & Bible Study
FDCF Fort Dodge

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

