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God is Good!

I

have been blessed to be a part of this
ministry now almost 7 years (both inside
and out). I have been Pastor Stone’s
assistant for 21 months. What motivates me
to keep going (and not reflect as much on my
past) is the day-to-day effect of this ministry.
Over the past year we have definitely had
our ups and downs, but
as always the joys have
overwhelmingly outweighed
the disappointments.
The one thing that I have
said, and continue to say, is
the ability to see men come
into the system (as I once did)
as a miserable pile of ‘poo,’ Paul Abbott
and then experience God on
many levels and various ways and become
truly a new creature in Christ Jesus. That is an
amazing thing to witness and it has happened
continuously throughout the year.
Brothers in Blue has helped with this
for sure, as it is a Spirit-filled weekend four
times a year between the two prisons. Anyone
who has any interest in joining a team can
contact us. Believe me, you would never
feel disappointed. Our Reentry Reintegration
teams have had quite a few issues this year.
When there seems to be a failure and it hurts,
I am reminded that no one has failed at all. We
are all on a journey with Christ in this life and
we are to continue on and walk beside those
to whom He has called us, loving and planting
seeds as we go.
God has blessed this ministry for many
years now and has touched countless lives
both inside the walls and out. My prayer is
that it can continue to do so for many years to
come. We could sure use your help financially
right now as donations have decreased this
year, but I will also encourage you to come
visit and worship with us at either prison and
witness first-hand the awesome way God
continues to move inside those walls. May
God bless you and your family.
—Paul Abbott, Assistant
The Church of the Damascus Road

One Busy Fall

W

hew! Life has been gloriously busy this Fall for Paul Abbott and me. Worship services,
Bible studies, counseling sessions, council meetings, work with Reentry Reintegration
teams continue. Those are the ministries we love week to week. But there has been
much more. Since we have Companion Synod relationships in Chile and in Tanzania, I attended
an enlightening Companion Synod gathering at the Western Iowa Synod Mission Center. Paul
Abbott and I spoke in 8 churches in September and October.
Carpenter’s Tools International performed at NCCF on 9/17.
I attended the WIS Fall Convocation at the end of September.
Brothers in Blue was a huge success in NCCF the first
weekend in October. 38 pilgrims completed the weekend, 4 were
baptized and 11 affirmed their baptismal covenants. Both of us
attended Prison Congregations of America’s “Come and See”
annual conference in Ankeny. We had a wonderful and moving
worship experience that night with Women at the Well in the
Mitchellville women’s prison. Paul stayed on for the “Right
Next Door” conference in Ankeny, attended by over 200 people,
while I went to Rock Island for my 45th college reunion. The
next weekend Paul and I went to Sioux Falls for the PCA board
meeting and the annual “Partners at the Cross” banquet (at which
I was the keynote speaker). Our Hands of Hope Conference
Assembly was in Dayton the next weekend.
And finally, the CoDR Annual Meeting was held at First
Presbyterian Church in Fort Dodge on Nov. 8th. Pastor Lee Pastor Paul E Stone
Schott was the keynote speaker. Besides Pastor Lee’s thoughtprovoking message and lots of good discussion, the evening was hi-lighted by a silent auction
of artwork and leather goods provided by inmates at FDCF. Some of those who donated their
time and products are not even members of CoDR. They just wanted to show support for a
church they consider to be vital and important within FDCF. Touching!
I encourage you to continue or increase your support of CoDR and its ministries. Expenses
are up and donations are down. I have decided to increase my own monthly giving to CoDR
and PCA by $50 per month each. I truly believe both organizations are doing what Jesus called
his followers to do. I know you get tons of requests from good non-profits at this time of year,
but I ask you to strongly consider CoDR as a priority. Thank you VERY much and God Bless.
—Pastor Paul

H

Will You Will It?

ave you considered remembering The Church of the Damascus Road in your will?
Many congregations have formed foundations that sustain their ministries amd
allow them to expand those ministries as well. We’d like to be able to do that, too.
To find out more, call 515-955-3579 or email us at DamascusCh@aol.com. We will
send you information about how a bequest can be included in your will.

E

Christmas Cards

very year CoDR gives two or three
Christmas cards with envelopes
to inmatres so they can send them
home. They address the envelope (and may
include a message). CoDR provides the
postage. The cards come in boxes of 500
- 1000 from the Salvation Army at no cost
except for shipping ($40 each). Last year
we gave out 2600 cards. Donations are welcomed for this ministry and can be sent to
CoDR at the address on page 4.
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Fear Not, Little Children On Being Church

I

have been told that I sometimes “scare”
the children of God when I write. Forgive
my zealousness; it is not my intention to
scare, but to awaken in every reader the depth
of their faith. Not just in liturgy, cosmetic
appearances and trinkets, but in that which the
LORD seeks from inside each of His children,
lf we fear the world, then how do we show
strength to those weaker or in distress? Our
strength comes from the LORD, and abides
within each of us. If we don’t love ourselves,
how can we love others; and even those who
come against us? We cannot give to others
what we do not have ourselves. The children
of God must learn to stand upon the Word of
God, without wavering or doubt. By Faith,
not by seeing, we must believe!
We stand upon a precipice in the world
today, unrest in the Middle East, Russia and
China flexing their military might, terrorism
and unrest in America, and a world on the
brink of financial crisis. But we must not be
moved! We must be transformed, not to be
influenced by the things of this world. But
to take in everything that God’s Word has
to offer us; for in it we have hope and the
promise of life everlasting. We must believe!
For more than 6,000 years man has
walked upon the Earth, struggling to separate
Himself from the Creator of all things. It
is within our nature to he rebellious; we
inherited that from Adam. Jonah wound up
in the belly of a fish, Moses tried to substitute
Aaron in lieu of himself, and Peter denied
knowing the Messiah thrice. But each of these
men chose to believe in the end, and each left
a mark upon the world according to God’s
will. We spend only about 80 to 90 years on
this Earth, and then what? Eternity is a long,
long time. Where is it that you wish to spend
yours? We must believe!
Our Father which art in heaven, who
watches over us and guides us by His Holy
Spirit; hallowed be thy name, the name
above all names, Yahweh, He that is Holier
than all of Creation. Thy kingdom come, for
we who believe cherish eternity basking in
Your unending light, Thy will be done in
earth, as it is in heaven; for whatever You
wish, Father, may we wish also. Give us this
day our daily bread; and may we rejoice in
whatever You provide for us, that we may
praise Your name in all that we receive and
be content therein. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; for whatever we
loose on earth, You shall loose in heaven,
that if our hearts cannot find forgiveness for
others, how can we expect forgiveness from
You? And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for by Your Word we
belong to You, and no one can deliver Your
children from Your hand, my life is Your life:
For thine is the kingdom, for all creation is
Yours; and the power, no one is greater than
the LORD our God; and the glory, forever;
for You are everlasting, without end. Amen:
We must believe!
—Michael Alkire, CoDR, Sept 2015

M

y name is Kevin Reid and I am
currently President of The Church
of Damascus Road Inside Church
Council in the Fort Dodge Correctional
Facility which is located in Fort Dodge,
Iowa. It is a high medium security facility
that houses approximately 1290 offenders
with sentences ranging anywhere from a
few months up through life without parole.
I am serving a 25-year sentence with a 70%
mandatory minimum. I will be eligible for
parole in the year 2030. I do not get any good
time. The reality of my situation doesn‘t
leave much room for hope to most men but,
by the grace of God, I am not most men. I
have CoDR.
Let me explain, I gave my life to Christ
when I was sitting in county jail on my
current charge. Ever since then I have had
a peace that allows me to prosper and grow
emotionally and spiritually; not in spite of
my circumstances, but rather because of
them. I had met the Rev. Paul Stone two
years previous to my current conviction
while at the North Central Correctional
Facility in Rockwell City where CoDR also
exists. This compassionate man has a way
of reaching out to men without judgment. He
patiently exhibits the spirit of reconciliation
and love that CoDR is founded upon. This
congregation offers me a chance to grow,
not only in my faith, but as a man. It allows
me to be instilled with a sense of purpose
and self-worth I have sought my entire life.
CoDR, being a prison congregation, offers
its congregation members an opportunity that
doesn’t exist in other church ministries that
happen in prisons. We don’t have the feeling
of getting pity, or that sense of someone
coming in to see us. We have a real sense
of ownership in our congregation. It’s our
Church. This congregation, to me, represents
the most authentic Church I have ever
witnessed. In the outside world, all too often,
people “go” to church. In here we “are” the
church, as was intended all along, We are The
Church of the Damascus Road! God Bless.
—Kevin Michael Reid 10/21/2015
CoDR Inside Church Council President
Fort Dodge Correctional Facility

Get the Flash in a Flash

T

his is the second issue of the Flash
to be sent electronically in a .pdf to
those who requested to get it via the
web. Not only do we save paper, ink and
printing costs, but you will get your newsletter in a flash, and you can also see photos in color. Just send us your email address
(include your name and address so we can
stop sending by mail) to cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor

FDCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he 33rd weekend at FDCF is scheduled for December 10-13, 2015. See
Pastor Stone in
the Chapel for applications. Please note that
visits are not allowed,
so be sure to notify
those on your visiting
list not to visit on that
weekend. The application deadline is December 4.
Prayer in support of the weekend is one
way persons on the ‘outside’ can support
this renewal ministry.

Gratitude is
not only the
greatest of
virtues, but
the parent of
all others.
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 or More Per Month,
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran, Laurens
Bethany Lutheran, Spencer
Emanuel Lutheran, Dayton
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran, Lytton
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
Faith Lutheran, Spencer
First Lutheran, Algona
First Lutheran, Milford
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference WIS
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Savior Lutheran, Albert City
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Humboldt
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. John Lutheran, Pomeroy
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Holstein
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran, Thor
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Maurer Charities, Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation, Hampton
Dave & Luann Bohnet, Jefferson
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson, Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Larry Lubinus, Boone
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Norman Nielsen, Spencer
Elwood & Lavon Rieke, Fargo, ND
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, TX
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Rev. Paul Stone, Eagle Grove
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty
Rollin & Cleo Swanson, Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud, Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson, West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City

Doing What We’re Called to Do

A

t our Annual Meeting November 8th we began the afternoon with a discussion around four
questions about Reentry Reintegration: 1. What initially drew you into this ministry? Why
are you part of a team? 2. What has gone well or felt good about being part of a team? 3.
What has been challenging? How has your team dealt with these challenges? 4. How has CoDR
been helpful to your team? What suggestions do you have for improving this ministry?
The conversation at each of the table groups was lively and the ‘secretaries’ at each table reported the content of their conversation about each question. There were people who were not on a team and others who have been
part of a team for years.
Matthew 25 was cited as a motivation, as well as examples of Jesus’ ministry to those on the margins of society, such as the Samaritan woman at the
well, the good Samaritan, the Cyro-Phoenician woman, to name a few, and
others were guided by love as in 1 Corinthians 13. In general, in those teams
that had experienced disappointments, they still felt that they were doing what God has called them
to do, and God doesn’t promise that if we minister to those in the margins that everything will go
smoothly. It didn’t go smoothly for Jesus, either. Most knew that it is not their failure as a team
that caused the errant behavior of the exmate, and though the team was disappointed, they still felt
called to serve.
In addition to increased financial support, we need more teams to assist a growing number of
applicants who need our help and support to succeed. Do you feel called to serve on a team?
Most returning citizans have a sincere desire to turn their lives around. Many have never held a
job or managed their incomes, so they need help from someone with those abilities; someone who
will help them “bind up their wounds” as they reintegrate into society as law-abiding, productive
citizens needing second chances.
If you are willing to form a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone or
email below and we will set a date for a training session.
We also need help to form new teams in western Iowa, developing more teams around the state
(and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or email me at CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Appreciation Prayer

D

ear Lord Jesus, I am in awe of what you have
done for me! Knowing that you were going to be
mocked, spit on, physically beaten, nails driven
into your hands and feet, and finally hung on a cross.
Thank you is not nearly good enough, but it’s a start.
You gave up your rights as King of the Universe just to
save me . . . I am amazed. What love you have shown to
me, a failure at life and a failure to my God! I can feel
your humiliation when God your Father turned his eyes
from you while we heaped our sins upon you... I’m so
very thankful.
Forgive me for my thoughts of being alone! You
promised me that I am never alone, that you are always
with me. Thank you for giving up everything just so I
would lack nothing. You take care of me more than I
will ever know.
All this is about giving my whole heart to you, Jesus,
so I can live forever. I’m deeply in awe of what you do
and have done for me... Thank you, thank you, thank you!
In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen
—Michael Selvidge 1-9-15

No Regrets

Don’t cry for me
for I have no regrets
the pleasures of my youth
I can not forget
Fond memories
of days gone by
always there behind me
this I can not deny
It is through the grace of God
I know I shall endure
cleansed of worldly sin
this I know for sure
When all is said and done
I know where I will be
in the arms of Jesus
throughout all eternity
Robert L. Johnson II

Invite the Pastor/Assistant

Unknown Artist

Artists’ Corner

O

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
or the Assistant to visit congregations on
Sundays. They can give a brief update on the
ministry, a sermon, a children’s sermon, an
adult forum, a cross-generational class session, or any or all of the above, and are open
to suggestions. Just need time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.Postage
PAID
Fort Dodge,
Iowa
Permit #4

November 2015

All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

www.codrcare.org

CoDR on FB

T

O
ad ur
ea dre web
s s
fin ier t s is
d! o

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

John Wey-Pres................. Thomas Belz-VP
Kelvin Izer-Sec/Lib...... Shammick Cannon
Chester Polk................................. Paul Belt
Robert Pate........................ Michael Newell
Jerry Gries............................... Ryan Reedy
Gerald Price..............................Jay Jermier
Jackson Heard
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

FDCF Church Council

Kevin Reid-Pres/ST......... Ramon Price-VP
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST............. Tim Smith
David Schreiber......................Joshua Cook
Greg Humphrey.................Gary Trueblood
Terence Walker.............Raymond Reynolds
Michael Franzen....................... Darwin Sell

Worship & Bible Study
FDCF Fort Dodge

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

