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The Eraser

I gave myself an eraser this year,
The greatest gift of all.
I made many mistakes in my life,
Had more than one big fall.
I’ve beat myself up over the years,
Some would say self-abuse.
But when I learned to forgive myself,
I put that eraser to use.
I wrote down every sin,
And gave it all to Him.
My eraser, my friend, my Jesus.
—Pete Alspach FDCF 2-4-15

Get the Flash in a Flash

H

elp save resources by receiving your
copy of the Flash electronically in
a .pdf. Not only do you save paper,
ink and printing costs, but you will get your
newsletter in a flash, and you can also see
photos in color. Just send us your email address (include your name and address so
we can stop sending by mail) to cdlng@
aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor
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Upstaged
by Grace
(Ephesians 2:8-9)

on’t you just love movies? Think of all the great pictures that have been made since
the dawn of cinema: Citizen Kane, It’s a Wonderful Life, Ben Hur, 12 Angry Men,
The Godfather, Heat, The Matrix, The Lord of the Rings Trilogy. and on and on,
and on. Unfortunately, 1980’s The Jazz Singer isn’t one of them. Neil Diamond is one of
the great contemporary singers and song writers; his voice rich and multi-timbral, instantly
recognizable. His acting ability? Well, there is a reason why he only made one movie.
The Jazz Singer tells the story of a Jewish cantor, Yossel Rabinovich (Diamond) who
goes by the stage name of Jess Robin and longs to make it
big in the music industry. Jess is constantly butting heads
with his very traditional father, “Pops”, who is also a cantor
(a leader in the synagogue who sings during services), and
is portrayed by screen legend Lawrence Olivier.
In what is (for me) the most memorable scene in the
movie, Pops is admonishing Jess for neglecting his duties to
God, to which Jess responds, “You know, Pop, God doesn’t
pay so good.”
Pops, his face clouded by disbelief, says, “Doesn’t pay so
good? Doesn’t pay so good?” Then, overcome with righteous
anger, shakes his fist at Jess and exhorts, “The debt you owe
God you can never repay!”
Wow.
I wasn’t a believer way back then, the first time I saw
that movie, but that line really stuck with me. It summed
up the reason for grace: we owe everything to God; every
good thing in our life is a gift from the creator. Each breath we draw is because He wills
it. The simple joys, from experiencing a quiet walk on a crisp, beautiful morning to the
satisfying aroma of a good cup of coffee are blessings from the Lord of the universe, El
Shaddai (God almighty).
How can we ever hope to be square with the house? We can’t. God knows that. He
knows that we are weak, fickle and self-serving; that even the most pious among us falls
dismally short of his standard of goodness. He knows. He understands because he once
became a man and was tempted in every way imaginable. But, where we fall, he overcame.
Jesus, the Christ, Yeshua Hamashiach, as Peter might have called him, the Messiah — who
lived a perfect life, free from sin, innocent from the taint of Adam’s rebellion, paid that
unrepayable debt for us, and the infinite grace of the Father through faith in the life, death
and resurrection of the Son, squared us with the house.
Prayer: Abba, Father in heaven, how thankful we are that we don’t get what we truly
deserve — separation from you and your glory for eternity. And how grateful we are that
your incomprehensible, unconditional love for us drove you to come among us as a man
and take the full burden of our sin upon you, that we may never taste death, but live forever
in your glory, grace and love. Amen
—Scott Burk NCCF September 2011

Matching Fund Opportunity

F

aith Lutheran Church in Odebolt, IA has offered to match $ for $
up to $1,500.00. Will you help us by sending donations marked
“Matching Gift” to The Church of the Damascus Road? Mail it
to 239 North 11th Street, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. You can even use the
already-addressed envelope that came with this newsletter. If we match
their gift, it will mean CoDR will add $3,000.00 to help in our Reentry
Reintegration ministry. Thanks for considering and taking advantage
of this opportunity.
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Where am I? I’m Ready!

R

elease Control. What does it mean
to be ready? God is a gentleman.
He didn’t force his will on me, he
waited for me to invite Him in. You have
to be entirely ready and willing to let God
into every area of your life. God won’t
come in where He is not welcomed (see
Psalm 143:10). Easy Does It. I need to
allow time for God to work in my life.
There are no quick fixes. I have to go
after every defect that causes me to sin.
I know it takes time (see Psalm 37:5).
Accept the Change, seeing the need for
change and allowing the same change to
occur are two different things. Change
will not work if you are still trapped by
your self‑will. I’m ready to accept God’s
help (1 Peter 1:13‑14). I’m ready for
change. I’m tired of going back to the
same barbershop over and over again in
Des Moines, it seems like I stay there and
always end up with a hair cut. Yes I’m
ready for change. Replace My Character
Defects. I spent a lot of time with my old
hang‑ups compulsions, obsessions, and
habits. I understand that it will take time
and when God removes one I will need
to replace it with something positive,
such as AA meetings, church services,
and volunteering, and I understand that.
Getting up in front of others is hard for
me. I have wanted to get up and read the
Psalms at Wednesday night church and
I’ve Prayed and asked God for his help.
God will make this happen. Growth.
My old self‑doubts and low self‑esteem
sometimes tell me that I’m not worthy of
the growth and progress that I have been
making and that’s when I turn to the Holy
Spirit. God guides me through this. He
tells me that I am worthy! Victory means
to Voluntarily submit. I have to submit to
every change God wants me to make in
my life. When you become a Christian
you are a new creation—a brand new
person inside; the old nature is gone. I
have to let God transform me by renewing
my mind and this is what I am doing. It
is my responsibility to take action to
follow God’s direction for change. I’m a
new person on the inside and would like
to transform something besides my old
playgrounds. This is the direction God
is telling me to go. I have been going to
Church every Wednesday night for some
time. I have not been volunteering much.
I have been spending my time alone with
Jesus setting a daily time to be alone with
God (see Job 33:33 “listen to me. Keep
silence and I will teach you wisdom!
Also see Philippians 4:7 “if you do this
you will experience God’s peace, which is
far more wonderful than the human mind
can understand). His peace will keep my
thoughts and my heart quiet and restful as
I trust in Christ Jesus.
Pastor Stone, you asked me, “Where
am I at?” I hope you understand that I

Inside News
know it’s hard for you when God helps
someone out and then he gives up his
faith. I understand it must go through your
mind, is this guy for real? I have slowed
down long enough to hear God’s answer.
I have not become impatient, I have not
wanted my prayers answered right now!
I do understand that my timing can be
flawed, while God’s timing is perfect.
Well, God is telling me that I am ready.
Enjoy my growth, rejoice and celebrate
the small successes along the way.
Always remember that I’m on a journey
of several steps and it’s time to share my
victories with others and my growth will
give others hope. You asked me, “When
will the Parole board let me go?” Only
God knows when it’s time for me to get
out. All I know is that I have came a long
way thanks to God and I feel I’m ready.
Only God can make it happen. I need a lot
of praying.
—Richard E Miller 0800028 7/24/2014
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Attention! Please Note

W

ithin these walls we worship regularly with liars, thieves, gossips,
backbiters, people with troubled
marriages, alcoholics, and drug users. We
welcome hypocrites and jealous, envious,
coveting, materialistic sinners, of all types,
shapes, and colors. The good news is we all
have something in common — we have all
learned that the Church, the Body of Christ,
is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for
saints. We have all learned that the Lord
is our rest, that he reaches out to save us,
and that we are the redeemed community
of the saints.
We come here to worship and praise
him, and to continually plan how we might
be better agents of change, salt and light in
a darkened world that needs the good news:
that Jesus saves. You are welcome, but be
forewarned: we take Christianity seriously!
— Anonymous

Same Rule, Same Mind

Philippians 3:16 - Nevertheless, to the degree
that we have already attained, let us walk by the
same rule, let us be of the same mind.
Romans 12:16 - “Be of the same mind toward
one another. Do not set your mind on high
things, but associate with the humble. Do not be
wise in your own opinion.”

M

any people use their contacts and
relationships for selfish ambition.
They select those people who will
help them climb the social ladder. Christ
demonstrated and taught that we should
treat all people with respect—those of a
different race, the handicapped, the poor,
young, male and female. We must never
consider others as being beneath us.
Paul says we need to live in harmony
with others and not be too proud to enjoy
the company of ordinary people. Are you
able to do humble tasks with others? Do you
welcome conversation with unattractive,
non‑prestigious people? Are you willing
to befriend newcomers and entry‑level
people? Or do you relate only to those who
will help you get ahead?
Romans 15:5‑7 - 5Now may the God of
patience and comfort grant you to be like
minded toward one another, according to
Christ Jesus, 6that you may with one mind
and one mouth glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore receive
one another, just as Christ also received us,
to the glory of God. God bless you all.
—Michael L. McCullaugh 12-5-14 FDCF

What is a
weed? A
plant whose
virtues have
never been
discovered.
- Ralph Waldo Emerson
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 or More Per Month, both
Churches & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran - Manson
Badger Lutheran - Badger
Bethany Lutheran - Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran - Laurens
Bethany Lutheran - Spencer
Emanuel Lutheran - Dayton
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran - Lytton
Faith Lutheran - Odebolt
Faith Lutheran - Spencer
First Lutheran - Algona
First Lutheran - Milford
First Presbyterian - Fort Dodge
First United Methodist - Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran - Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference WIS
Lost Island Lutheran - Ruthven
New Covenant Christian - Fort Dodge
Our Savior Lutheran - Albert City
Our Saviour’s Lutheran - Audubon
Our Saviours Lutheran - Callender
Our Saviour’s Lutheran - Humboldt
St. John Lutheran - Pomeroy
St. John Lutheran - Le Mars
St. Mark’s Episcopal - Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran - Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran - Holstein
St. Paul Lutheran - Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran - Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran - Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran - Thor
Zion-St. John Lutheran - Sheffield
Maurer Charities - Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation - Hampton
Paul & Haley Abbott - Rockwell City
Dave & Luann Bohnet - Jefferson
Dale & Nancy Bruns - Jolley
John & Marge Everts - Lytton
Lyle Hartling - Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson - Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl - Remsen
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang - Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger - Spencer
Larry Lubinus - Boone
Rev. Kent Mechler - Sheffield
Norman Nelsen - Spencer
Elwood & Lavonn Rieke - Fargo, ND
Adam & Inga Sanford - Allen, TX
Melba Shelby - Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer - Webster City
Rev. Paul Stone - Eagle Grove
Charles & Mary Sukup - Dougherty
Rollin & Cleo Swanson - Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud - Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson - West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff - Rockwell City

Assisting Permanent Change

J

ohn Cole’s poem (below) certainly sums up the best advice a returning citizen can apply
to make his reentry reintegration successful. Many reenter society thinking they can get
up and running immediately. But it takes time and patience and grit. Time to get a job, and
apartment, furniture, appliances, clothes, rent assistance, etc., then it takes patience to build up
funds after starting work, patience to wait to satisfy the desire to acquire
things you don’t have the money to buy, and grit to stick with the plan,
to resolve to postpone pleasures, and to work steadily to build a new life.
That’s where a mentoring team comes in to guide and encourage the returning citizen to hang in there!
Reintegration takes time and patience and wisdom on our part, and a
willingnes to learn the best way to assist a returning citizen to reintegrate
into society. God will help both parties in this endeavor.
While there are some stirrings in a couple communities considering forming teams (there
is interest in Cedar Rapids), we need many more to meet the needs of those who have applied
for Reentry Reintegration. And so we pray that God will provide new teams. I have a dream
that one day we will have enough people “stepping up to the plate” in Christian love to assist
returning citizens to make successful reintegration into our communities. Together we can
make this dream come true.
If you are willing to form a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone
or email below and we will set a date for a training session.
We also need your help to form teams in places other than NW Iowa, developing more
teams around the state (and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or email me at
CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Changes

I’m at a place in my life where I have to make changes.
Some will be easy, some not so.
I have addictions in my life that I need to let go all they bring is strife.
I have to quit choosing the friends I do.
And choose only the ones you send from you.
In my life I’ve done many people wrong
but I’ve asked for forgiveness so I can move along.
I was loosing hope on learning how to live my life not being a crook.
Then I read follow me in your holy book and receive the crown of life.
I’ve spent half my life behind bars the only reason why, I get high.
I turned to weed as my friend but now I know
I need only you as my friend to make my life complete.
Lord I know it’s taken my whole life to finally arrive.
But by your Love and Grace I’m still alive.
Lord, I need to say I can’t do this without you by my side.
And He said, then don’t hide.
I’ve sent many angels to guide you on this journey you’re about to take.
Your New Life will be like nothing you can imagine.
You don’t need fame or fortune to tell your tale.
Just stand by me, and you can’t fail. Amen.
By John A. Cole, Jr. 8-8-14
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Invite the Pastor

Artists’ Corner

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor to
visit congregations on Sundays. He can give
a brief update on the ministry, a sermon, a
children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. He
just needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to: The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.
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Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

Rembrandt’s Last Supper reproduced in leather by
Ramond Reynolds FDCF 2015

The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

www.codrcare.org

CoDR on FB

T

O
ad ur
ea dre web
s s
fin ier t s is
d! o

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

Robert Pate-Pres....................John Wey-VP
Brett Graham-Lib/ST.........Don Freese-Sec
Kirkland Reynolds-ST.....Shannon Klinger
Dylan Russell.............................. Terry Hill
Thomas Halsey................. Michael Graham
Alan Walker...........................Thomas Belz
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

FDCF Church Council

Chris Fevold-Pres...............Kevin Reid-VP
Chad Burmester-ST/Sec............. Tim Smith
Randalle Cross-Clerk/ST......... Eddie Jones
Michael Graham.................Gary Trueblood
Darwin Cobeen....................... Henry Jones
Phillip Stenwall.................. Alfonso Robles
Michael McCullough

Worship & Bible Study
FDCF Fort Dodge

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

