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CoDR Texas

L

ast summer Pastor Dan Lund from The
Church of the Damascus Road – TX
came up to Iowa and worshipped at
both prisons. We had agreed that the next time
I was down his way I would
come to one of his services.
On a family vacation this past
Christmas, my wife, Haley,
and step-daughter, Daisy,
traveled to Boyd, Texas where
Haley’s father lives. On a cold
and blustery day (for Texas,
that is) December 27th, Haley Paul Abbott
and I met up with Dan and
his wife in Springtown, had some breakfast,
talked and shared about the exciting things that
were happening in the prisons where we serve.
Then Pastor Dan, Haley and I traveled to
Jacksboro and entered the John R. Lindsey
State Jail where he leads a Bible-based recovery program each Saturday afternoon. The
program was held in the gym because that’s
the only space available for that many men.
82 men attended that day. Pastor Dan says that
was a lower number because of the weather
and the amount of visitation near Christmas.
Of the experience itself, Haley and I both
agreed it was a feeling of the presence of God
and peace. Quite amazing!
I was able to share about some of the happenings in CoDR – IA and also my personal
testimony. A few men shared their stories and
personal journeys through their own recovery.
Overall the time with Pastor Dan and the men
was memorable and I cannot wait to join with
him at the other prison in Breckinridge when
we come down that way again. Pastor Dan and
his wife will come back up to Iowa sometime
this summer and will again join us at worship.
God bless both Churches of the Damascus
Road!
—Paul Abbott
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A Godly Gathering?

H

Being a Christian

omeone decided long ago to declare a time to have families gather together each year
for a festival. Back then it was meant to be a time to celebrate the coming of Christ,
a time to praise and thank God for what He has done, a time to draw closer to God.
Actually, God declared several such times. All of the annual “feasts” of the Bible
celebrate Jesus. Seven times a year God called for His people to focus on Him and to
glorify His Messiah — our Jesus.
Of course, you probably thought I meant Christmas, December 25th when we (or
some people) celebrate the birth of Jesus. Well, Christmas isn’t one of God’s seven feasts
and Jesus probably wasn’t born on or even near December 25th. So should we celebrate
Christmas then? I believe so.
If we look at the origins of this holiday (“holy day”), it appears that pagans had long
worshiped fertility gods at this time and that in the third century the Christian aspect
(“Christ Mass”) was merged with this existing celebration. So should we celebrate this
time then? I believe so.
The pagans chose this time because it is the winter solstice. It is when the days are the
shortest and the nights are the longest. It’s a time when the grass is dead, trees and fields
are barren, and the cold soaks into your bones. It’s a time for celebration! Why?
Because this is the turning point. From this day forward the days are getting longer,
and we can sense each day that spring is drawing nearer. A renewal is coming!
And so it is for many of us. Lots of folks feel depressed at this time of year. This is
when they feel the farthest from God and loved ones. The darkness seems to be overtaking
their life, their days seem filled with deadness, and a chill has soaked into their bones. It
is a time to celebrate! Why?
Because the birth of Christ is the turning point. At the appropriate time God sent Jesus
to draw us back to Him! The light is shining brighter and brighter. We have new life in
Christ and every day His return is drawing closer and closer. Renewal is coming for the
whole Earth when God will gather all His family to be with Him! Oh, and yes, there will
be a feast.
So celebrate this day. Even if it wasn’t God’s idea? Maybe it was. Even if it started
out as a pagan festival? God is always taking what the devil meant for harm and turning
it to our good! Even if it isn’t Jesus’ actual birthday? I think it’s God’s timing. I think
Christmas was God’s idea. I think we should use it to focus on Him, to celebrate the birth
of Jesus, and to draw nearer to God!
Merry Christmas, everyone!
—Chris Fevold 6527195 FDCF
ere I am, roughly a month away from discharging my sentence. I have been to bible
study every week with The Church of the Damascus Road. I’ve learned that being
a Christian is more than reading the bible — it’s a living, loving relationship with
Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior, living in my heart and me in him. He allows me to walk
in his light and live for his glory.
I continue to pray for wisdom and understanding to accept every situation I come to.
I want to thank CoDR, Pastor Stone, Paul Abbott, and the rest of my fellow inmates here
at NCCF in Rockwell City for helping me learn God’s word and come to a closer personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. I have my release here July 25th. I’ll be going back to Des
Moines where I’ll continue my fellowship with Christ at Walnut Creek Community Church.
I’ll strive to be a good steward of Christ and to make disciples of the world and I
encourage you to do the same.
I also would like to thank CoDR for allowing me the privilege to be on an Inside Church
Council member. I pray that God will bless all of your lives. I will keep all of you close
in my heart and hope you can stay on the right track. God bless all of you. Please stay in
the light of the Lord. Amen
—Andrew Miller NCCF 6-17-14
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NCCF Brothers-in-Blue
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Our Spiritual Defense Lawyer

ost people, at one point or another in their lives, have had to deal with some type
of legal issue, be it a parking ticket, a dispute in court, or some other more serious
case. While it isn’t pleasant, we all understand that the legal requirements and
process is necessary and healthy.
While we have dealt with these issues, we always ask for forgiveness and mercy.
Sometimes we are lucky enough to receive mercy from the court in a reduced sentence or
time served, but some cases are serious enough and we are guilty enough that the court
has no choice but to give you time.
The courts and God are similar. God is compassionate in all ways, but He is still a
just God. “The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion.
Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin of the
fathers to the third and fourth generation.” Numbers 14:18. Like in a court of law where
the judge decides your punishment, so God is the ultimate Judge of us all. “If you say,
“But we knew nothing about this,” does not he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does
not he who guards your life know it? Will he not repay each person according to what he
has done?” Proverbs 24:12, and “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to
God.” Romans 14:12
So, if God is going to judge us all, and we are all guilty of one sin or another, what can
we do? The legal consequences of sin are so big and eternal that we cannot deal with it on
our own. Jesus is the only person who can and has done something about it.
The Bible shows both the necessity and the rightness of Jesus’ ministry of forgiveness
and eventual judgment. In Micah we see a prophesy about Jesus’ complete forgiveness in
7:19 “You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl
all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. ” His death on the cross has made it possible
for us to receive God’s forgiveness. The Bible presents Jesus’ work as an advocate on our
behalf. He is our ‘defense lawyer.’ “Therefore he is able to save completely those who
come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.” Hebrews 7:25,
and “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does
sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense — Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One.” 1 John 2:1.
Jesus forgives our sins forever, “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember
their sins no more.” Hebrews 8:12. This forgiveness comes from God’s grace “In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches
of God’s grace.” Ephesians 1:7. God desires for everyone to be forgiven, “who wants all
men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” 1 Timothy 2:4.
My question to you now is, what are you going to do? Are you going to continue on
in your sins and rely solely on your own merits, or are you going to allow Jesus to come
into your life and allow Him to take all your sins and cast them into the depths of the sea?
—Chad Burmester 11-19-14 FDCF
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Broken Pieces

’m not sure how I made such a mess of my life, but if you know me you see broken.
I’ve got pieces all over. I’m not even sure if I’m all here. I’ll pick up the pieces I can
gather, and put them all together. I’ve wasted so many years living my way and not
accomplishing much.
So I turned to prayer as I explain to the Lord that I need his help putting my broken
pieces back together to make me complete. A moment later I received my answer.
The Lord said, “You’re New Through Me.” All the broken pieces you’ve gathered up
are no good and these broken pieces will no longer fit in your life, cuz they are your past!
You are New with no broken pieces! Amen!
—John A. Cole, Jr. 7-28-14

T

he 36th Brothers in Blue weekend at
NCCF will be March 5-8, 2015. Applications are available from Pastor
Stone or Paul Abbott. Dealine is February
26, 2015. Even
if you are not
sure you’ll still
be here by then,
sign up anyway,
just in case. This
renewal ministry has been an
awakening for
many.
—Pastor Paul
Stone

The bad thing
about being a
good sport is
you have to
lose to
prove it.
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 or More Per Month, both
Churches & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran - Manson
Badger Lutheran - Badger
Bethany Lutheran - Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran - Laurens
Bethany Lutheran - Spencer
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran - Lytton
Faith Lutheran - Odebolt
Faith Lutheran - Spencer
First Lutheran - Algona
First Lutheran - Milford
First Presbyterian - Fort Dodge
First United Methodist - Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran - Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference WIS
Lost Island Lutheran - Ruthven
New Covenant Christian - Fort Dodge
Our Savior Lutheran - Albert City
Our Saviour’s Lutheran - Audubon
Our Saviours Lutheran - Callender
Our Saviour’s Lutheran - Humboldt
St. John Lutheran - Pomeroy
St. John Lutheran - Le Mars
St. Mark’s Episcopal - Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran - Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran - Holstein
St. Paul Lutheran - Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran - Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran - Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran - Thor
Zion-St. John Lutheran - Sheffield
Maurer Charities - Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation - Hampton
Dave & Luann Bohnet - Jefferson
Dale & Nancy Bruns - Jolley
John & Marge Everts - Lytton
Lyle Hartling - Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson - Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl - Remsen
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang - Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger - Spencer
Larry Lubinus - Boone
Rev. Kent Mechler - Sheffield
Norman Nelsen - Spencer
Elwood & Lavonn Rieke - Fargo, ND
Adam & Inga Sanford - Allen, TX
Melba Shelby - Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer - Webster City
Rev. Paul Stone - Eagle Grove
Charles & Mary Sukup - Dougherty
Rollin & Cleo Swanson - Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud - Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson - West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff - Rockwell City

Giving Second Chances

T

here are many references to heavenly courts in the bible, as Chad Burmester reminds us
on page 2. Every exmate we covenant with comes from courtroom and prison experience. With mandatory sentencing for many crimes, it seems there is no forgiveness in the
courtroom. As sinners we all are “guilty as charged,” because just one sin condemns us. However, Jesus came to be our defender before the judgement seat and our guilt has been totally
pardoned. We are completely forgiven, even though we do not deserve it.
When we covenant with a returning citizen, we need to keep this in mind
and pay it forward in our relationships with them: that they are loved by
God just as completely as we are.
Reintegration takes time and patience and wisdom on our part, and
a willingnes to learn the best way to assist an exmate to reintegrate into
society. God will help both parties in this endeavor.
While there are some stirrings in a couple communities considering
forming teams, we need many more to meet the needs of those who have applied for Reentry
Reintegration. And so we pray that God will provide new teams. I have a dream that one day
we will have enough people “stepping up to the plate” in Christian love to assist returning
citizens to make successful reintegration into our communities. Together we can make this
dream come true.
If you are willing to form a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone
or email below and we will set a date for a training session.
We also need your help to form teams in places other than NW Iowa, developing more
teams around the state (and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or email me at
CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Announcing!

Reentry Reintegration Team Training

9am to 3pm, Saturday (lunch at noon), January 24, 2015
Emanuel-St John Lutheran Church, Lytton

Please call 515-955-3579 or email DamascusCh@aol.com to register for this event
so we know how many participants to plan on for meals and materials.
Suggested cost per participant is $10.00 for meal and materials.

Meet Larry Lubinus

I

was born in Fort Dodge, IA on July 30, 1961. I grew up
on a farm with my brother just outside of Marathon, IA.
I graduated from Laurens-Marathon,in 1979. I attended
Iowa State University, graduating in 1983 with a degree
in Agronomy. I went to work for a small seed company
after college for a year, and in 1984 starting working
for Pioneer Hi-Bred in Jackson, MN as a seed location
agronomist. I have held various positions within Pioneer
and most recently retired after 30 years of employment.
During college, I married my high school sweetheart,
Cindy, and we’ve been married for almost 33 years. We
have 3 wonderful children and 5 amazing grandchildren.
Cindy and I attend Trinity Lutheran Church here in Boone,
IA with our daughter, her husband and two of our grandchildren.
My journey with Reentry Reintegration began in the spring of 2000 with my first visit
to the prison in Rockwell City as a member of the Brothers in Blue outside team. Since
then I have tried to make these weekends twice a year, and continue to be blessed by that
interaction. I was involved with one of the first reentry teams in Humboldt in the 90s and I
find great satisfaction in helping those who are working their way back into society. Each
time I think I’m the one giving, I end up being the one who receives. This ministry has
truly been a blessing in my life.

The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Artists’ Corner

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

Prison Congregations of America
2011 Art Contest Winner

O

Invite the Pastor

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor to
visit congregations on Sundays. He can give
a brief update on the ministry, a sermon, a
children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. He
just needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to: The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

www.codrcare.org

CoDR on FB

T

O
ad ur
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he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

Robert Pate-Pres....................John Wey-VP
Brett Graham-Lib/ST.Brad Shaffer-Sec/ST
Dylan Russell...................Chris Hirschauer
Thomas Halsey....................... Rick Habben
Kirkland Reynolds-ST.............. Robert Fry
Alan Walker..............................Don Freese

FDCF Church Council

Chris Fevold-Pres...............Kevin Reid-VP
Chad Burmester-ST/Sec............. Tim Smith
Randalle Cross-Clerk/ST......... Eddie Jones
Michael Graham.................Gary Trueblood

A note to secretaries and pastors—

Worship & Bible Study

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

Copy Me, Please!

W

FDCF Fort Dodge

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

