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I
Annual Gathering
combined with
Western Iowa Synod
Thankfulness Event

A

new, complimentary event will
share time with our Annual Gathering of The Church of the Damascus
Road on November 9 at St. Olaf Lutheran Church, 329 North 11th Street in Fort
Dodge.
The CoDR gathering will begin at
3:00pm, a meal will be served at 5:00pm
and the WIS Thankfullness Event will
follow. The event will spotlight the many
ministries happening in the congregations
of the Western Iowa Synod, including the
ministry of The Church of the Damascus
Road.
Lynn Egesdal said the Western Iowa
Synod Thankfuness Event will take place
on November 9 from 5:00-8:30 pm, beginning with a catered meal. Call the Synod
office 712-732-4968 to register, so the caterer knows how many to expect.
The purpose of the Event is to give
thanks for those in the Western Iowa Synod
who have supported the various ministries,
to update and share about the impact of
these ministries, and to offer opportunity
for continued and expanded support.
This event will allow CoDR to tell our
story to more people and hopefully we will
gain new visitors, so plan to attend the entire time from 3:00pm to 8:30pm for an inspirational experience.

A Question

have a question. When was the last time any
of us committed a completely selfless act?
That’s correct, completely selfless. We are
told specifically that God loves a cheerful giver
(2 Corinthians 9:7). We are told repeatedly in
Leviticus and Deuteronomy that we are not to
lend to the brethren and expect to make a profit
from that loan. To be even more specific, we are
told to show charity to our brethren without the
expectation of receiving any repayment and to
do this willingly in the love of Christ. We are
to be “cheerful givers.”
Proverbs 19:17 tells us that we don’t have
to worry about being repaid by man. God will
repay all debts incurred in His name. That’s
correct, we are told that we aren’t to worry about
someone making things right with us because,
if we trust in our Heavenly Father, all accounts
will be settled.
Now, don’t think that I am advocating the
deliberate waste of our provisions and/or
time. We are strictly held accountable for the
stewardship of the blessings that have been
given us. The parable of the ten virgins and the
parable of the talents lay this out in no uncertain
terms. But we are called by Christ to honor the
brethren, be a father to the fatherless, and a
husband to the husbandless. We are to love our
neighbors as He loves us.
My thought for this month is this: when was
the last time we held the door for someone
else, thanked someone for an everyday task, or
simply folded another offender’s laundry when
we take it out of the dryer? That’s right — being
a cheerful giver means more than physical
things. It can simply be sharing the common
courtesy that can brighten another person’s day.
The world calls these random acts of kindness. I
choose to say, “cheerfully giving Christ’s love.”
I am reminded of a song that says, “And they’ll
know we are Christians by our love.”
—Kevin Reid FDCF
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Judge, & Convicted!

A testimonial
’d been raised in what we’d all call a
“religious” home and I eventually suffered a
debilitating spinal injury while chasing after a
2nd NCAA Football Championship bid. Focused
intimidation on the gridiron had now grown to
become chaos in the streets. Gradually, this
“money addicted boy” has since graduated to an
adult “speed junkie” by his 19th birthday. This
transformation just happened to coincide with
Iowa’s legal drinking age at the time.
Hmm .....
Athletic stardom, combined with an
academic desire to pursue law, ultimately gave
way to penitentiary life at Iowa’s “worst and
first.” I now stalked and then punished known
C. l’s (confidential informants). I persecuted
homosexuals and pedophiles. In later years I
found great joy in preying on other predators.
I was Judge, Jury, and Wanna‑be Executioner!
Years later, when I returned to Iowa jails from
USP/KCK; flirting with a satanic infatuation, I
dove head first into an eternal self destruction
and damnation. After multiple years of carrying
out my brand of self‑ justified sentences on those
I had convicted, I was called to court myself.
Jesus Christ himself, delivered to me a sealed
indictment. Sealed, because I now know this
revelation was delivered in the Holy Hebrew
language of the Torah (Which at that time I had
received no understanding of) Count One (I
would later learn) had only four words: “Why?”
I love you!”
In 2014, after more than a decade “free,”
I now realized that I was living out a ritual
fellowship as a facade only, to hide myself
from Mid-Iowa Narcotics Enforcement agents
who happened to be attending the same church
in Newton, Iowa, of which I happened to be an
“upstanding member.”
While I was incarcerated at Iowa Medical
Classification Center I found myself being led,
through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to
completely surrender, having hit “rock bottom.”
Now, through the love of Jesus the Christ I
can truthfully say, “I am now living in my 1st
two‑way relationship with The King of All
Kings, Jesus the Christ!”
I now freely offer myself as a living sacrifice
to El Shaddai. I may now stand convicted in this
world but, by the blood of Jesus, I am pardoned
by the ultimate and final authority. Finally, behind
these razor covered fences I am alive and free at
last.
—Stan Hopwood, NCCF
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The Spirit in Us

J

esus plainly said it this way: the miracles
he performed on earth were not through
his own ability. It was God within him
(and the Holy Spirit) who did the works!
“Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the
works.” (John 14:10 KJV) See also Luke
3:22 and 4:1.
“His prayers were heard not because of
his deity, but because of his reverence toward
God.” Hebrews 5:7 Amplified
Jesus put aside his deity to be like us. To
walk on earth just as we do. And because
of his sacrifice we have the very same Holy
Spirit inside of us as he had. Father that
dwelleth in [us], he doeth the works.
Read that again and let is wash over
you. When we get this revelation it should
excite us!
We don’t have to depend on our own
ability to heal, preach, or anything else —
it’s the Holy Spirit that does it all. When
we make ourselves available to the Spirit
of God — he will use us!
“…but he (Christ Jesus) made himself of
no reputation, and took upon him the form
of a servant, and was made in the likeness
of men.”
Jesus prayed and God answered because
of his (Jesus’) reverence. Say this: “I prayed
and God answered.” Do you see it? This is
the whole thing! It is not us but the Holy
Spirit working in us that makes things
happen! Only believe, all things are possible
to those who believe!
“Just as you sent me into the world, I also
have sent them into the world.” (John 17:18)
Once we see that Jesus came as a man
with the Spirit of God living inside him;
once we see ourselves as men and women
with the Spirit of God living inside us and
are willing to serve, we can begin to serve
the one who sent us by doing the very same
things he did on earth. Love, heal, preach the
good news to others. God bless.
—Bill Bell 1-22-09

Home

A man, traveling far away,
Weary, tired, needin’ a shave,
Stopped at a church to pray.
Congregation turned their noses
and looked away.
Soon, they said, “Do things our way.”
I’m in my Father’s house,
Whether I’m in or whether I’m out.
Our Father is with you from the start to the end
No matter where you go,
Or how you speak the tongue.
I know it will always be good with God.
You can run, but you cannot hide.
Our Father’s love runs deep inside,
Whether your time on this earth is at hand,
The Father, the Son, the Holy Ghost
Will take you home, and you will see
The Church of the Damascus Road. Amen
—your brother, Carl Leggett
NCCF Rockwell City, IA 8-19-14

Join Outside Council

A
Second Chances

I’m thankful for second chances without
you, Lord, there would be none.
I’m glad, when I can’t get it right, you
help with second chances.
You even forgive me for all my wrongs
still to come with second chances.
You constantly provide for me with
second chances.
You took away all our sins to give us all
second chances.
You wrote and sent your word for us to
provide second chances.
You gave us prayer to talk to you and ask
for second chances.
Even when I stumble and fall you say “be
assured I’ll comfort and carry you through
to your second chance.”
You dying for me on the cross was true
Love shown to me from you.
I know I may never truly understand why
you would do something so special for me.
So I ask you, Lord, after all the second
chances I’ve had, that you lead me, Lord,
to do what you want me to do, send me
through the right doors, and down the
right path. Lord, show me the needs that
I can meet. Let me deliver some second
chances. Send me, Lord, to not only tell
the world my testimony of the second
chances you give away and your great
love for me, but also deliver them to you!
Thanks again, Lord, for second chances.
Amen.
—John A Cole, Jr. 8-8-14

FDCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he 31st weekend at FDCF is scheduled for December 11-14, 2014. See
Pastor Stone in the Chapel for applications. Please note that visits are not allowed, so be sure to notify those on your
visiting list not to visit on that weekend.
The application deadline is December 5.
Prayer in support of the weekend is one
way persons on the ‘outside’ can support
this renewal ministry.

s you can see, there are now a
few vacancies to be filled. You are
invited to consider being a member of
The Church of the Damascus Road’s Outside
Church Council. The OCC is responsible for
the financial support of the congregation, and
the management of the church office, while the
Inside Church Councils, made up of inmates,
are responsible for the life, worship and ministry
of CoDR in the prisons.
The OCC meets every third Wednesday
of the month at 11:45am for a catered lunch
followed by the business at hand.
Terms of office are 3 years in rotation. If you
feel called to this special ministry, please call
515-955-3579 or email DamascusCh@aol.com.

You do not
get ulcers
from what
you eat; you
get ulcers
from what is
eating you.
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The official publication of The Church of the
Damascus Road, a Christian Community of
Reconciliation, serving the inmate population of
the correctional facilities at Rockwell City and
Fort Dodge, Iowa.
Rev. Paul Stone, Pastor
Paul Abbott, Assistant
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Anyone wishing to be on our mailing list may
send name, address, and phone numbers to the
address below, or by e-mail at: DamascusCh@
aol.com. The Flash will be sent directly to your
home. Our office is at St. Olaf Lutheran Church.
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 or More Per Month, both
Churches & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran - Manson
Badger Lutheran - Badger
Bethany Lutheran - Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran - Laurens
Bethany Lutheran - Spencer
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran - Lytton
Faith Lutheran - Odebolt
Faith Lutheran - Spencer
First Lutheran - Algona
First Lutheran - Milford
First Presbyterian - Fort Dodge
First United Methodist - Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran - Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference WIS
Lost Island Lutheran - Ruthven
New Covenant Christian - Fort Dodge
Our Savior Lutheran - Albert City
Our Saviours Lutheran - Callender
Our Saviour’s Lutheran - Humboldt
St. John Lutheran - Pomeroy
St. John Lutheran - Le Mars
St. Mark’s Episcopal - Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran - Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran - Holstein
St. Paul Lutheran - Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran - Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran - Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran - Thor
Zion-St. John Lutheran - Sheffield
Maurer Charities - Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation - Hampton
Dave & Luann Bohnet - Jefferson
Dale & Nancy Bruns - Jolley
John & Marge Everts - Lytton
Lyle Hartling - Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson - Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl - Remsen
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang - Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger - Spencer
Larry Lubinus - Boone
Rev. Kent Mechler - Sheffield
Norman Nelsen - Spencer
Elwood & Lavonn Rieke - Fargo, ND
Adam & Inga Sanford - Allen, TX
Melba Shelby - Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer - Webster City
Rev. Paul Stone - Eagle Grove
Charles & Mary Sukup - Dougherty
Rollin & Cleo Swanson - Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud - Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson - West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff - Rockwell City

Giving Second Chances

J

ohn Cole’s poem (page 2) is a good reminder for us of why we are engaged in this
reentry ministry. Remember, giving persons a second chance (and third or fourth) is what
God’s grace is all about. After all, God’s given us thousands of second chances, and returning citizens need us to pass along that grace from God as part of a team.
And Kevin Reid’s “Question” (page 1) is certainly a worthy reminder to all of us to be
more selfless about our ministry with exmates. We do not so much engage
in this ministry because it gives us pleasure to help others, but because it
gives pleasure to God when we love as he has loved us. Yes, reintegration
takes time and patience and wisdom on our part, and a willingnes to learn
those same qualities on the part of the exmate in order to reintegrate into
society. God will help both parties in this endeavor.
While there are some stirrings in a couple communities considering
forming teams, we need many more to meet the needs of those who have
applied for Reentry Reintegration. And so we pray that God will provide new teams. I have a
dream that one day we will have enough people “stepping up to the plate” in Christian love to
assist returning citizens to make successful reintegration into our communities. Together we
can make this dream come true.
If you are willing to form a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone
or email below and we will set a date for a training session.
We also need your help to form teams in places other than NW Iowa, developing more
teams around the state (and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or email me at
CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

New Reentry Reintegration Steering Committee and Outside Council Members

Douglas J Rossbach & Barbara R (Brown) Rossbach

D

oug was born in Calgary
Alberta, Canada. Second of
8 children. Father, Walter
Rossbach, a Lutheran pastor.
Moved to US in 1950. Graduated
Benkelman, Nebraska High School,
1960. Barb was born in Stratton,
Nebraska, youngest of 2 daughters
on a cattle farm in the Republican
River Valley of southwest Nebraska
near the town of Max. Graduated
from Max, Nebraska Rural High
School, 1961. They were married
Barbara Rossbach
7‑14‑63. No Children, we do have a
daughter, son, and 2 granddaughters of our hearts.
Doug graduated from Dana College, 1968 in Secondary
Douglas Rossbach
Education. Taught English and Spanish in Humboldt, Iowa,
1968—2001. Attended Promise Keepers for last 10 years.
Barb has had a Career in banking (1961‑1987) positions from teller, loan officer, to
Vice President Retail Banking. In 1987 became the Investment Center Representative
and in 1993 Licensed Stock Broker. Retired as Senior Investment Representative of
Mercantile Investment Services in 1998.
They are members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Humboldt, Iowa, where they
attend Saturday night church and Sunday Bible Study regularly. They attend CoDR
Services, Bible Studies, and Story Tellers on a regular basis. They attended Elderversity
at Okoboji for the last 3 years. They are both Nebraska Football fans. They attended Indy
Car race since 1975, Knoxville Sprint Car Racing since 1983 and attend Drake Relays
since 1969.

Noah’s Ark by Joel Seguara Meza

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Artists’ Corner

O

Invite the Pastor

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor to
visit congregations on Sundays. He can give
a brief update on the ministry, a sermon, a
children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. He
just needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to: The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, email <Damas‑
cusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

www.codrcare.org

CoDR on FB

T

O
ad ur
ea dre web
s s
fin ier t s is
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he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

Robert Pate-Pres........................unfilled-VP
Brett Graham-Lib.Bradley Shaffer-Sec/Lib
David Otterson.................Chris Hirschauer
Edward Bunch, Jr........................ John Wey
Kirkland Reynolds.................... Robert Fry
Carl Leggett..............................Don Freese

FDCF Church Council

Chris Fevold-Pres.........Timothy Smith-VP
Chad Burmester-ST/Sec..........Ramon Price
Randalle Cross.......................... Kevin Reid
Wayne Smith............................ Eddie Jones
Ronnie Harrington............Gary Trueblood
Michael Graham

A note to secretaries and pastors—

Worship & Bible Study

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

Copy Me, Please!

W

FDCF Fort Dodge

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

