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Annual Gathering
combined with
Western Iowa Synod
Thankfulness Event

A

new, complimentary event will
share time with our Annual Gathering of The Church of the Damascus
Road on November 9 at St. Olaf Lutheran Church, 329 North 11th Street in Fort
Dodge.
The CoDR gathering will begin at
3:00pm, a meal will be served at 5:00pm
and the WIS Thankfullness Event will
follow. The event will spotlight the many
ministries happening in the congregations
of the Western Iowa Synod, including the
ministry of The Church of the Damascus
Road.
As explained by Lynn Egesdal, the
Western Iowa Synod Thankfuness Event
will take place on November 9 from 5:008:30 pm, beginning with a catered meal.
The purpose of the Event is to give
thanks for those in the Western Iowa Synod
who have supported the various ministries,
to update and share about the impact of
these ministries, and to offer opportunity
for continued and expanded support.
This event will allow CoDR to tell our
story to more people and hopefully we will
gain new visitors, so plan to attend the entire time from 3:00pm to 8:30pm for an inspirational experience.

Life’s Path

he path we take in life, our choices
of self‑will and the lusts of this
world, can be troubling. It’s the path
everyone goes down sometime in life.
Some of us walk pretty straight down this
path, being a “good” person in the world’s
eyes. Although we may veer slightly and
encounter some potholes, hills, valleys
and rough terrain. We struggle with parts
of life, but maintain our footing, living a
good life in the eyes of the world, but not
a life worthy of God. Others have even left
this path to go down
what seems like a
level B road when
it’s muddy. Here life
becomes more of a
struggle and mostly
surviving
rather
than actually living.
Here sin seems to
run rampant in our
lives. Even when we
are trying our best,
we get nowhere. The
path we are on is so
treacherous that our
very lives may be at
stake. We are so stuck
that we can’t even get
back to the better path we were once on.
We continue to make bad choices. We get
so caught up in sin and ourselves that we
cannot make it on our own.
But God is always there for us, if and
when we decide to get out of our self
centeredness and turn our will and life over
to Him. Only He can get us back on the
right path. We have to ask Him to “show
me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths”
Psalm 25:4. Also Proverbs 3:6 says, “In all
your ways submit to the Lord, and He will
make your paths straight.” He’s not saying
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it will be easy all the time, but He will be
there to help us. God does not want to see
us stumble or go down the wrong path. He
wants us to come to Him for guidance and
strength. Proverbs 4:11 says, “I instruct you
in the way of wisdom and lead you along
straight paths.” It is all up to us. We have to
make the choice to commit our lives to God
and walk His path of righteousness. Psalm
23:3 says, “He refreshes my soul. He guides
me along ‘the right paths for His name’s
sake.” He will guide and strengthen us,
but we must commit
to His path, the path
of
righteousness.
This can be difficult
at times, but Jesus is
right there walking
with us. 2 Chronicles
16:9 says, “For the
eyes of the Lord
range throughout the
earth to strengthen
those whose hearts
are fully committed
to Him.” We must
stay focused and
committed to Him,
not wavering. We
must have God in
everything we do. We need to spend time
with Him everyday.
And this is where I can gladly say that
the time I spent in prison was a true blessing
from God. I’m sure you are thinking, how
could that be a blessing? It’s simple! I
never made time for God or anyone else for
the majority of my life. God needed to put
me back on the right path and did. The two
years I was locked up gave me much needed
time with my Father. I did not have to deal
with the temptations and distractions of
the world, and could focus all my attention
on my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, my
relationship with Him, and learning to walk
in the Spirit. Learning also to live my life
guided by the Holy Spirit. I was able to
concentrate on my true home, heaven, and
not this world. And I understand that in the
real world many people are overwhelmed
with work, kids and their functions and
well being, and everything else that this
world wants us to believe are so important.
Continued next page
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Most of the time it seems as though we can
barely keep our heads above water. But if
we put God first in everything we do, and
totally trust in Him, things do become
better and are not such a struggle. God
will meet our needs and strengthen us.
Philippians 4:13 says, “I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me.” And
Philippians 4:19 says, “And my God will
meet all your needs according to the riches
of His glory in Christ Jesus.”
There are a lot of people who believe
that going to church for an hour a week is
enough. Which is partly true. Mark 16:16
says, “He who believes and is baptized
will be saved; but he who does not believe
will be condemned.” But God wants more
from His children. We must make our
whole lives about God. If we truly love
Him we should walk in His ways and let
our life show that we are children of God.
We become so busy with the things of this
world: TVs, computers, smart phones, our
jobs and finances, that we don’t have the
time for anyone else in our lives, let alone
God. These things are not all bad, but they
need to be used in moderation, not letting
these things control our lives, because for
the most part these things bear no fruit
for God. We need to limit our use of such
things and begin to focus on those things
that are pleasing to God, such as making
time to help others, time to talk and listen
to someone in need, giving of our time
to volunteer, fellowshipping with other
believers, testifying to non‑believers, being
good stewards for God. God wants us to
depend on Him and be strong in Him and
he will give us rest. Matthew 11:28 says,
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.” If we are
too busy to seek Him and spend time in His
word, in prayer and communion with Him
and to spend more time with other people,
not just Christians, to spread His word,
then we are not reaching our full potential
as children of God. We must put God first
in all our lives. Before family, friends,
work, money and the lusts of this world. If
we put Him first and continually seek Him,
he will lighten our burdens and keep us on
the right path. His path to eternal life in the
Kingdom of Heaven.
Last of all I would just encourage you
to examine your life. Where are your
priorities? How much time do you give
to God? How much time do you give to
the things of this world that do not glorify
the Lord? If you know you need to make
a change and truly want to commit more
time in your life to God and His work and
His will, then please do so today. Please
make that commitment right now. We all
could be only a heartbeat away from hell or
eternal life with our Heavenly Father. God
loves all of us; so let’s give our all to Him!
Amen
—Jason Cieslak FDCF 3-21-14

NCCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he 35th Brothers in Blue weekend
at NCCF will be October 2-5, 2014.
Applications are coming in. Even if
you are not sure you’ll still be here by then,
sign up anyway, just in case. This renewal
ministry has been an awakening for many.
—Pastor Paul Stone

God’s Timing

G

od has great timing in everything
He does. On June 7th of this year,
my brother passed away. He had
been battling a form of ALS, similar to Lou
Gehrig’s disease. Undertaking a number
of surgeries over an
eight-year fight, the
disease finally won.
But even though he
died on Saturday,
I wasn’t told about
his passing until
Wednesday the 11th,
after I finished work that day.
I had known what was coming for some
time, but it still hurts all the same when that
day arrives. But, in God’s great wisdom He
waited, so that I could have peace. You
see, Brothers‑in‑Blue began the next day.
And as a member of the Palanca team, I
was surrounded by Christian brothers, not
only from inside the prison, but from the
outside as well. I knew that I would have to
go through the mourning process, as we all
do when we lose a loved one, but through
the Christian fellowship of my brothers, I
was greatly comforted.
I could have found out on Saturday,
the 7th and would have no one to help me
through the loss of my brother. But by the
grace of God, the news was delayed until
He knew I would be right in the middle of
His mercy, where I could mourn among
trusted friends and brothers in Christ. Right
where I needed to be at that time of my life.
God is so cool!
God is indeed rich in mercy, and has
great love for us. (Ephesians 2:4)
—Ray Reynolds, FDCF

Join Outside Council

A

s you can see, there are now a
few vacancies to be filled. You are
invited to consider being a member of
The Church of the Damascus Road’s Outside
Church Council. The OCC is responsible for
the financial support of the congregation, and
the management of the church office, while the
Inside Church Councils, made up of inmates,
are responsible for the life, worship and ministry
of CoDR in the prisons.
The OCC meets every third Wednesday
of the month at 11:45am for a catered lunch
followed by the business at hand.
Terms of office are 3 years in rotation. If you
feel called to this special ministry, please call
515-955-3579 or email DamascusCh@aol.com.

Tact is rubbing
out another’s
mistake instead
of rubbing it in.
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 or More Per Month, both
Churches & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran - Manson
Badger Lutheran - Badger
Bethany Lutheran - Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran - Laurens
Bethany Lutheran - Spencer
Emanuel Lutheran - Dayton
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran - Lytton
Faith Lutheran - Odebolt
Faith Lutheran - Spencer
First Lutheran - Algona
First Presbyterian - Fort Dodge
First United Methodist - Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran - Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference WIS
Lost Island Lutheran - Ruthven
Morningside Lutheran - Sioux City
New Covenant Christian - Fort Dodge
Our Savior Lutheran - Albert City
Our Saviours Lutheran - Callender
Our Saviour’s Lutheran - Humboldt
St. John Lutheran - Pomeroy
St. John Lutheran - Le Mars
St. Mark’s Episcopal - Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran - Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran - Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran - Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran - Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran - Thor
United Methodist - Holstein
Zion Lutheran - Clear Lake
Zion Lutheran - Gowrie
Zion-St. John Lutheran - Sheffield
Maurer Charities - Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation - Hampton
Dave & Luann Bohnet - Jefferson
Dale & Nancy Bruns - Jolley
John & Marge Everts - Lytton
Lyle Hartling - Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson - Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl - Remsen
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang - Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger - Spencer
Larry Lubinus - Boone
Rev. Kent Mechler - Sheffield
Elwood & Lavonn Rieke - Fargo, ND
Adam & Inga Sanford - Allen, TX
Melba Shelby - Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer - Webster City
Rev. Paul Stone - Eagle Grove
Rollin & Cleo Swanson - Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud - Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson - West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff - Rockwell City

God’s Grace

I

n Romans 3:23 Paul make a point that many people forget: “All have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.” Our courts impose sentences that are supposed to allow the
guilty to ‘pay for their crime’ by spending time in prison. After they have served their
time they are released back to a society that seems to have forgotten the Apostle Paul’s
reminder, and continue to think of the returning citizen as still guilty. God does not hold
our sins against us, so why does society hold returning citizen’s sins
against them? Giving persons a second chance (and third or fourth) is
what God’s grace is all about. After all, he’s given us thousands of second
chances. If it only takes one sin to condemn us, then we are all constantly
in need of God’s grace, and returning citizens need us to pass along that
grace from God as part of a team.
“But sometimes they fail!” Hmm, did you ever repeat an old bad habit? We are forgiven for the slip-ups even before they happen. If we are
disappointed when returning citizens slip up, then how do you think God
feels about us when we do?
And so we pray that God will provide new teams. I have a dream that one day we will have
enough people “stepping up to the plate” in Christian love to assist returning citizens to make
successful reintegration into our communities. Together we can make this dream come true.
If you would like to have a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone
or email below.
We need your help to form teams in places other than NW Iowa, developing more teams
around the state (and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or e-mail me at
CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Testimony

N

ovember 16, 1985, I was arrested for smuggling marijuana from Mexico into New
Mexico and Colorado. I was 26 years old and it was the first time that I’d ever spent
more than a couple of days in jail. Prior to that date I had used narcotics recreationally,
owned and operated my own construction company with up to 16 employees, and functioned
in society paying taxes and following the law (with the exception of drug laws).
One time I bailed out of jail on numerous charges in two states for smuggling. Use turned
to abuse, which led to addiction to cocaine and heroin. On August 27, 1986, after exhausting
all my appeals I turned myself in to the New Mexico Department of Corrections to start an
18-month sentence, which would be followed by a 4-year sentence in Colorado. I paroled
in December of 1989.
When I got out I went to great lengths to fool myself. I thought I could be a recreational
user once again. That was a lie straight from hell. When you quit using and start up again it
is like you never quit at all. You pick up right where you left off. Within 2 months I was an
addict and progressed quickly to the next step, a full-blown junkie.
After 5 years of being strung out, I got on a bus to move in with an old girlfriend in Iowa.
Getting off the bus, sick as a dog from heroin withdrawals, I was handed a film canister full of
crank which was supposed to “make you feel better” — right out of the frying pan into the fire.
I have a friend that studies Hebrew, the ancient language in which the Bible’s Old Testament
was originally written. The prefix “meth” in Hebrew means “Dead Bodies.” That is the best
description of meth users I can ever come up with: “Dead Bodies Walking.”
You can take it from an old junkie, or learn it the hard way all on your own — there is
no future in drugs. And if you are fortunate to live long enough to learn for yourself (do you
know very many old junkies?) that one day you, too, will be looking into a stainless steel
mirror with a forty-something-year-old man staring back at you, with half of your life spent
behind bars, and nothing but a worn-out soul to show for it.
I’ve told myself one lie after another to protect my addiction. Bottom line: I’ve spent 12
of the last 18 years in prison. If all you want is 3-hots-and-a-cot for most of your adult life,
keep using.
If not, do everything that it takes to stay away from people, places, and things that will
get you using again.
Sure it feels good for a little while, but in the end..........Dead Bodies!
—William E. Bell, FDCF

Leather Art by Raymond Reynolds FDCF 2014

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Artists’ Corner

O

Invite the Pastor

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor to
visit congregations on Sundays. He can give
a brief update on the ministry, a sermon, a
children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. He
just needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to: The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

www.codrcare.org

CoDR on FB

T

O
ad ur
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he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad
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Carl Leggett..............................Don Freese
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A note to secretaries and pastors—

Worship & Bible Study

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

Copy Me, Please!

W

FDCF Fort Dodge

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

