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Don’t Forget!

he Country Gospel Fundraiser
concert is July 12 & 13 at the
Mark and Cheryl Juhl farm
11584 Polk Avenue north of Remsen.

The Man Called Jesus

A carpenter’s son, some said,
the prophet Elijah
come back from the dead,
none thought of him as GOD’S son,
only a mere reed of a boy born in a mangerOf miracles, there were plenty,
people marveled in awe at what was spoken
and seen
the sightless saw,
the lame now walked,
the sick now looked on with hope,
He taught in the temple
and read from the book of Moses,
the lamb of GOD is what his word shows us‑
No fame did Jesus seek,
nor for money did he ask,
nor did he prey on the weak.
A humble heart he possessed,
having become a servant to all of mankind
so that all who thirst could finally drink,
and find rest.
“Who do you say I am?” Jesus once asked.
“The Messiah,” was spoken in a whisper,
some saw and still did not believe or know,
this man Jesus, as the Son of God,
would redeem man,
not with the power of the sword‑
but with a humble hand
—Earnest Taylor, FDCF 2013

Open House Invitation

O

n August 10th, 2-5pm, in St. Olaf
Lutheran Fellowship Hall, 239 N
11th Street, in Fort Dodge, there
will be an open house honoring Carroll and
Judy Lang for their 50th Wedding Anniversary, hosted by their daughters, Nicole
Lang and Inga Sanford, and their families.
You are all invited to celebrate this special occasion and enjoy refreshments and
conversation. No gifts necessary—in fact,
your presence is all the “present” we could
ask for.

My Deepest Fear

M

y deepest fear is not that I am
inadequate. My deepest fear is that
I am powerful beyond measure.
It is my light, not my darkness that most
frightens me. Playing small does not serve
the world. There is nothing enlightening
about shrinking so that other people won’t
feel insecure around me.
We were all meant to shine as children
do. It’s not just in some of us; it’s in all of us.
As I let my own light shine, I unconsciously
give other people permission to do the
same. As I liberate from my own fears, my
presence automatically liberates others.
—Edward Bunch Jr.
AKA “Staks” NCCF 6-26-14

For Faithful Ministry

J

oyce Anderson and her husband, Gary,
have been catering our lunches at our
Outside Church Council meetings every month. The Andersons provide the food
at their cost, and all of what we pay for eating is donated back to the ministry of St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church.
On June 1, St. Mark’s surprised her at
their regular worship service by giving her
a plaque depicting the Last Supper when
Jesus washed his disciples’ feet.
On the back it reads: “Presented to
Joyce Anderson in appreciation for her
many years of lay ministry on behalf of The
Church of the Damascus Road. Given Sunday, June 1 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,
Fort Dodge.”
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Wireless Microphone

I

f you are upgrading your sound system,
or are getting rid of a wireless microphone, CoDR is looking to replace our
current one that is shorting out and held together with pieces of tape due to age and
usage.
If you have one to donate, please contact us at DamascusCh@aol.com or call
515-955-3579.
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An Undiscovered Country

I

n the Star Trek movie sequel, “The
Undiscovered Country” the “undiscovered
country” was not a physical place, but a new
concept of two long‑time enemies learning to
accept one another as allies. Learning to share
your space with an enemy sounds like insanity!
To walk among those in peace, that once you
strove to destroy.
It’s just a fictional movie, though. Not
something that happens in the real world, is it?
A made-up story to give people a false sense
of hope.
Jonah hated the people of Ninevah. He
wanted God to destroy them all, but God sent
Jonah to save Ninevah; to get them to turn from
their evil ways and be saved from God’s wrath.
Eventually Jonah obeyed God, and sought out
his enemies to give them God’s promise. Jonah
experienced the “undiscovered country.”
Ninevah repented because of Jonah, and
God kept His word. 2 Chronicles 7:14, “...if
my people who are called by my name humble
themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven,
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”
On the road to Damascus, Saul found
himself faced with his own “undiscovered
country.” Though he believed he was doing
God’s work by destroying those who were
not following the traditions that the religious
leaders of the day professed as God’s word, he
was deceived.
Jesus called Saul to walk among those he
previously persecuted so diligently and bring
hope to all people. Hated and distrusted by
both Jew and Gentile, Saul, also known as
Paul, was beaten, imprisoned, and stoned. Yet
he was steadfast in following the word of God,
and teaching the words of Jesus to all he met.
Some preach that if you accept Jesus Christ
as your Lord and Savior, you will live in peace
and prosperity for the rest of your days. Is
that what Jesus taught us? All we are to do is
believe in Him?
Jesus’ final words in the gospel of Matthew
were to teach, baptize, and obey. Jesus is
calling each of us to find that “undiscovered
country” wherever we are. Trust in the Lord.
Stand on the promises God has given us in His
Holy Word. Love those who curse us, and bless
those who threaten us and strike out at us.
Being a Christian is so much more than
just believing in Jesus Christ as our Lord and
Savior. He is expecting so much more from us.
God was not created for us, ...we were created
for Him. And the key to the entire gospel, from
Genesis to Revelation, (gospel means good
news, not Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John),
is love. Love for all of God’s creatures, not
just the ones that think like you, or walk like
you, or believe like you. If you still haven’t
figured out this “undiscovered” place, take
“the second star to the right, and go straight
on until morning.”
—Michael R. Alkire 6475989
Fort Dodge Correctional Facility

Join Outside Council

The Spirit in Us

J

esus plainly said it this way: the miracles
he performed on earth were not through
his own ability. It was God within him
(and the Holy Spirit) who did the works!
“Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the
works.” (John 14:10 KJV) See also Luke
3:22 and 4:1.
“His prayers were heard not because
of his deity, but because of his reverance
toward God.” Hebrews 5:7 (Amplified)
Jesus put aside his deity to be like us. To
walk on earth just as we do. And because
of his sacrifice we have the very same Holy
Spirit inside of us as he had. Father that
dwelleth in [us], he doeth the works.
Read that again and let it wash over
you. When we get this revelation it should
excite us!
We don’t have to depend on our own
ability to heal, preach, or anything else —
it’s the Holy Spirit that does it all. When
we make ourselves available to the Spirit
of God — he will use us!
“…but he (Christ Jesus) made himself of
no reputation, and took upon him the form
of a servant, and was made in the likeness
of men.”
Jesus prayed and God answered because
of his (Jesus’) reverence. Say this: “I prayed
and God answered.” Do you see it? This is
the whole thing! It is not us but the Holy
Spirit working in us that makes things
happen! Only believe, all things are possible
to those who believe!
“Just as you sent me into the world, I also
have sent them into the world.” (John 17:18)
Once we see that Jesus came as a man
with the Spirit of God living inside him;
once we see ourselves as men and women
with the Spirit of God living inside us and
are willing to serve, we can begin to serve
the one who sent us by doing the very same
things he did on earth. Love, heal, preach the
good news to others. God bless.
—Bill Bell 1-22-09
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ou are invited to consider being a
member of The Church of the Damascus
Road’s Outside Church Council. The
OCC is responsible for the financial support of
the congregation, and the management of the
church office, while the Inside Church Councils,
made up of inmates, are responsible for the life,
worship and ministry of CoDR in the prison.
The OCC meets every third Wednesday
of the month at 11:45am for a catered lunch
followed by the business at hand.
Terms of office are 3 years in rotation. If you
feel called to this special ministry, please call
515-955-3579 or email DamascusCh@aol.com.

When God solves our
problems, we have faith in
His abilities. When God doesn’t
solve our problems, He has
faith in our abilities.
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 or More Per Month, both
Churches & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran - Manson
Badger Lutheran - Badger
Bethany Lutheran - Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran - Laurens
Bethany Lutheran - Spencer
Emanuel Lutheran - Dayton
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran - Lytton
Faith Lutheran - Odebolt
Faith Lutheran - Spencer
First Lutheran - Algona
First Presbyterian - Fort Dodge
First United Methodist - Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran - Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference WIS
Lost Island Lutheran - Ruthven
Morningside Lutheran - Sioux City
New Covenant Christian - Fort Dodge
Our Savior Lutheran - Albert City
Our Saviours Lutheran - Callender
Our Saviour’s Lutheran - Humboldt
St. John Lutheran - Pomeroy
St. John Lutheran - Le Mars
St. Mark’s Episcopal - Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran - Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran - Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran - Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran - Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran - Thor
United Methodist - Holstein
Zion Lutheran - Clear Lake
Zion Lutheran - Gowrie
Zion-St. John Lutheran - Sheffield
Maurer Charities - Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation - Hampton
Dave & Luann Bohnet - Jefferson
Dale & Nancy Bruns - Jolley
Scott Burk - Muscatine
John & Marge Everts - Lytton
Lyle Hartling - Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson - Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl - Remsen
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang - Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger - Spencer
Rev. Kent Mechler - Sheffield
Elwood & Lavonn Rieke - Fargo, ND
Adam & Inga Sanford - Allen, TX
Melba Shelby - Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer - Webster City
Rev. Paul Stone - Eagle Grove
Rollin & Cleo Swanson - Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud - Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson - West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff - Rockwell City

God Will Provide

W

ell, the Ames training did not happen—yet, so we will pray for other teams to be
formed in God’s good time. In the Genesis story of the sacrifice of Isaac, there was
no lamb. When Isaac asked about it, Abraham said, “God will provide.” That means
we will have to trust that God will provide people of faith with the heart and will to participate
in this important and vital ministry. Giving persons a second chance (and third or fourth) is
what God’s grace is all about. Shucks, he’s given me thousands of them.
There is a new comic strip, Francis (the Pope). In one strip Francis is
looking over a “sin detector” machine which beeps whenever a sinner
walks through it. Francis stepped on it and it beeped. He said, “It works!”
Only one man would not make it beep, that’s Jesus, and St. Paul writes
that “all have sinned. All of us, including prisoners. If it only takes one sin
to condemn us, then we are all in need of God’s grace.
We are still “under water” — swamped with applications for Reentry
Reintegration from inmates hoping to be returning citizens with a little
help from friends like you, but with too few teams to meet the need.
And so we pray that God will provide new teams. I have a dream that one day we will have
enough people “stepping up to the plate” in Christian love to assist returning citizens to make
successful reintegration into our communities. Together we can make this dream come true.
If you would like to have a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone
or email below.
We need your help to form teams in places other than NW Iowa, developing more teams
around the state (and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or e-mail me at
CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

God Created Children

T

(And in the Process, Grandchildren!)     
o those of us who have children in
our lives, whether they are our own,
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, or
students... here is something to make you
chuckle.
Whenever your children are out of
control, you can take comfort from the
thought that even God’s omnipotence did
not extend to His own children.   After
creating heaven and earth, God created
Adam and Eve.   And the first thing he said
was “Don’t!”
“Don’t what ?” Adam replied.
“Don’t eat the forbidden fruit.” God said.
“Forbidden fruit? We have forbidden
fruit? Hey, Eve, we have forbidden fruit!”
“No Way!”
“Yes way!”
“Do not eat the fruit,” said God.
“Why?”
“Because I am your Father and I said
so!” God replied, wondering why He
hadn’t stopped creation after making the
elephants. A few minutes later, God saw
His children having an apple break and He
was ticked!
“Didn’t I tell you not to eat the fruit?”
God asked.
“Uh huh,” Adam replied.

“Then why did you?” asked the Father.
“I don’t know,” said Eve.
“She started it!” Adam said.
“Did not !”
“Did too!”
“DID NOT!”
Having had it with the two of them,
God’s punishment was that Adam and Eve
should have children of their own. Thus the
pattern was set and it has never changed.
If you have persistently and lovingly tried
to give children wisdom and they haven’t
taken it, don’t be hard on yourself.   If God
had trouble raising children, what makes you
think it would be a piece of cake for you?
—Author Unknown
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Invite the Pastor

Artists’ Corner

Daniel Holland FDCF 2014

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor to
visit congregations on Sundays. He can give
a brief update on the ministry, a sermon, a
children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. He
just needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to: The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

www.codrcare.org

CoDR on FB

T

O
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he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

FDCF Church Council

Robert Pate-Pres.......... David Redfearn-VP
Brett Graham........Bradley Shaffer-Sec/Lib
Jesse Fiferlick..........Derome Robertson-ST
Edward Bunch, Jr........................ John Wey
Kirkland Reybolds.............. Andrew Miller

Michael Alkire-Pres......Timothy Smith-VP
Chad Burmester-ST/Sec..........Ramon Price
Chris Fevold.............................. Kevin Reid
Wayne Smith...... William Gaede-Chpl Clrk
Phillip Stathum.................Gary Trueblood

A note to secretaries and pastors—

Worship & Bible Study

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

FDCF Fort Dodge

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

