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A Second Church of Damascus Road
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L-R: Paul Abbott, Jan Lund, Pastor Dan Lund, Pastor Paul Stone

uring April 25-27, 2014 Paul Abbott and I had the privilege of attending the North
Texas/North Louisiana Synod Assembly in North Dallas. We were there in support
of Worship Leader, Dan Lund, and the two-week-old Church of the Damascus
Road - Texas. Mary Mortenson, Executive Director of Prison Congregations of America
(PCA) was present and spoke at Dan’s installation as Synodically Authorized Worship
Leader. We spent time with Dan at his display table in the hallway, we helped with the
presentation about the new prison congregation at a forum, and we were called on stage
by Bishop Kevin Kanouse to present a gift from our CoDR Outside Council to the new
CoDR. We were very warmly received throughout the weekend. Unbeknownst to the
Pauls, The Hands of Hope Conference met for the Spring Assembly April 27th and voted
to send $500 to the new CoDR.
Pastor Franz Schemmel, who grew up in Iowa and who served at Eagle Grove Evangelical
Lutheran Church, now serves Messiah Lutheran in Weatherford, Texas where Dan Lund
is a member. Members of Messiah are contributing significantly and are encouraging area
congregations to join the movement toward CoDR-Texas becoming another congregation
of Prison Congregations of America.  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow for prison congregations and specifically for
the Churches of the Damascus Road.
—Pastor Paul

Wireless Microphone

I

f you are upgrading your sound system,
or are getting rid of a wireless microphone, CoDR is looking to replace our
current one that is shorting out and held together with pieces of tape due to age and
usage.
If you have one to donate, please contact us at DamascusCh@aol.com or call
515-955-3579.

Matching Fund Challenge

F

aith Lutheran Church, Odebolt, has
offered CoDR a matching fund of
$1,500.00, challenging others to donate toward raising that same amount to
be used either for congregational expenses
or for our Reentry Reintegration ministry.
Be sure to designate the donation as “for
matching funds.”
In the words of Pastor Trish Underberg: “We would ask that your congregation would let us know how this gift grows.
May this gift help you continue the important work you do in sharing the Good News
of God’s gracious love to those inside the
prison walls in Rockwell City and in Fort
Dodge and to the families outside the walls.
As a congregation we have found the
blessing in being able to have programs
that allow people to give and for their gift
to grow. This is the reason we are asking
many recipients to try this to see if it helps
provide incentive for others in giving for
your ministry. Many blessings on your
ministry.”

CoDR on FB

T

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad
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In Good Change

I

n 2011 I was incarcerated in county jail
for committing a domestic assault against
my wife. My sister went overseas to the
Virgin Islands for a wedding. While she
was there, she had bought me a medallion
necklace with words on it that meant “In
Good Change.”
Now, in 2014, I’m incarcerated in the
North Central Correctional Facility in
Rockwell City on that same charge. I have
often prayed, “Where is my ‘good change?’”
When I experienced Brothers in Blue,
a four-day prison ministry, it was such a
reality check, opening my eyes to other
perspectives, such as, there is no change
unless you’re the one who wants it and is
willing to change. Keeping one of my most
favorite verses in my heart, Matthew 6:33,
“But seek first the kingdom of God, and all
these things will be added to you.”
Now I have been baptized (March 9,
2014) by Rev. Paul Stone, Pastor of CoDR,
and I am seeking nothing other than the
Kingdom of God and our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. I feel a little “good change” in
every day that passes. Thank you, CoDR and
Brothers in Blue. All glory shall be to God
the Father and our Lord, Jesus Christ, now
and forever. Amen
—Andrew Miller, NCCF 4-1-14

FDCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he 29th weekend at FDCF is scheduled for June 12-15, 2013. See Pastor
Stone in the Chapel for applications.
Please note that visits are not allowed, so
be sure to notify those on your visiting list
not to visit on that weekend. The application deadline is June 4.
Prayer in support of the weekend is one
way persons on the ‘outside’ can support
this renewal ministry.

P

astor Carroll Lang was honored at
the Western Iowa Synod Assembly
for his 45th anniversary of ordination
into the pastoral ministry (June 22 is actual
date). Bishop Rodger Prois presented him
with a certificate during the Sunday worship service. Pastor Lang served, starting
in 1969, in Galveston, Texas; then in Gilmore City, Silver Lake, Stanhope, and Fort
Dodge, Iowa. In August 1997 he began as
mission developer pastor of The Church of
the Damascus Road, retiring in 2009. He
has continued serving as occasional supply
preacher and as Director of Reentry Reintegration for CoDR, primarily in NW Iowa.

Chilean Companions

B

rothers and sisters, on Sunday March
30, representatives of our companion
synod of the ELCA visited Trinity
Congregation, and the Bishop of the Western
Iowa Synod, Rodger Prois, preached.
Our Congregation formalized our partner
relationship with St. Mark Lutheran in Storm
Lake, Iowa, represented by brother Stan
Bochtler, and with CoDR.
We were called to participate in this
gesture of brotherhood. There was a
community lunch, we celebrated with
drinks, salads, and fruit.
In the peace of the Lord, from the
Director of the Trinity congregation.
CoDR is paired with La Trinidad (Trinity)
Congregation in Chile. The congregation has
a prison ministry near by.
In the spirit of mutuality and giving, the
Companion Synod partnership recognizes
that we meet as one body, are called and
sent to proclaim creative, redemptive and
sanctifying activity of God in the world. On
Companion Synod Sunday, the first Sunday
of June each year, Companion Synods will
gather to worship, to pray together and
strengthen the special relationship that is
entrusted to us in the name of Jesus Christ.
The theme of this celebration: ‘... that all
may be one...’ - John 17:21.

ou are invited to consider being a
member of The Church of the Damascus
Road’s Outside Church Council. The
OCC is responsible for the financial support of
the congregation, and the management of the
church office, while the Inside Church Councils,
made up of inmates, are responsible for the life,
worship and ministry of CoDR in the prison.
The OCC meets every third Wednesday
of the month at 11:45am for a catered lunch
followed by the business at hand.
Terms of office are 3 years in rotation. If you
feel called to this special ministry, please call
515-955-3579 or email DamascusCh@aol.com.

Whoever said you
can’t buy happiness
forgot little puppies.
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 or More Per Month, both
Churches & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran - Manson
Badger Lutheran - Badger
Bethany Lutheran - Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran - Laurens
Bethany Lutheran - Spencer
Emanuel Lutheran - Dayton
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran - Lytton
Faith Lutheran - Odebolt
Faith Lutheran - Spencer
First Lutheran - Algona
First Presbyterian - Fort Dodge
First United Methodist - Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran - Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference WIS
Lost Island Lutheran - Ruthven
Morningside Lutheran - Sioux City
New Covenant Christian - Fort Dodge
Our Savior Lutheran - Albert City
Our Saviours Lutheran - Callender
Our Saviour’s Lutheran - Humboldt
St. John Lutheran - Pomeroy
St. John Lutheran - Le Mars
St. Mark Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran - Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran - Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran - Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran - Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran - Thor
United Methodist - Holstein
Zion Lutheran - Clear Lake
Zion Lutheran - Gowrie
Zion-St. John Lutheran - Sheffield
Maurer Charities - Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation - Hampton
Dave & Luann Bohnet - Jefferson
Dale & Nancy Bruns - Jolley
Scott Burk - Muscatine
John & Marge Everts - Lytton
Lyle Hartling - Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson - Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl - Remsen
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang - Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger - Spencer
Rev. Kent Mechler - Sheffield
Elwood & Lavonn Rieke - Fargo, ND
Adam & Inga Sanford - Allen, TX
Melba Shelby - Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer - Webster City
Rev. Paul Stone - Eagle Grove
Rollin & Cleo Swanson - Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud - Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson - West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff - Rockwell City

New Life

W

e are in the midst of fifty days of the Easter season, a time of renewal and new life
in our lives and the church. How appropriate that we also are having two training
sessions to breathe new life into our reentry reintegration ministry. One session is
May 17 at Calvin Christian Reformed Church in Le Mars, and a week later, May 24, in Ames.
Some of the participants in each session are refreshing their previous training, while others are
being trained for the first time. We welcome all, new and former, because
the need is great and the laborers are too few.
We are “under water” — swamped with applications for Reentry Reintegration from inmates hoping to be returning citizens with a little help
from friends like you, but with too few teams to meet the need.
Perhaps one goal for us all is to strive to form new teams. I have a
dream that one day we will have enough people “stepping up to the plate”
in Christian love to assist returning citizens to make successful reintegration into our communities. Together we can make this dream come true.
If you would like to have a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by phone
or email below.
We need your help to form teams in places other than NW Iowa, developing more teams
around the state (and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or e-mail me at
CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Sundown…Moonrise

By Ed Nesselhuf, the Prairie Pastor/Poet, January 2014

Dusty was needing some toughening-up for our elk hunt in the fall
So I went to riding hills with him to get him ready for the haul.
Union County Park, a few miles north, is my favorite place to ride
Up inclines, through woods and gullies, he’d work ‘til I was satisfied.
While working Dusty, a truth was revealed one quiet summer eve
T’was just at dusk, on a grassy knoll, I gave him a short reprieve.
While Dusty rested, I watched a big red sun go down in the west
It dropped below the horizon as though snuggling into its nest.
With daylight gone, I nudged Dusty back down the trail that we had come
Until another grassy knoll beckoned me and quickly I succumbed.
As I topped out and reined Dusty up, a marvel met my eye
A big bright ball of brilliant orange slowly rose into the sky.
A full harvest moon lit up the earth as it shined across the prairie.
Instinctively, I removed my hat, bathed in God’s luminary.
It’s one of those special moments when life takes the ordinary
And creates a worship moment in my private sanctuary.
I saw day end and the start of night, and both of them were good
And a lesson was delivered to where Dusty and I stood.
When God closes a door, they say a window will soon open
When something good has ended, something better will have begun.
I watched a sundown and a moonrise that took away my breath
And I saw in this a promise of what happens at our death
When my days on this earth end and my spirit’s no longer confined
And I view that final sundown, I’ll know moonrise is close behind.

O

Invite the Pastor

Artists’ Corner

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor to
visit congregations on Sundays. He can give
a brief update on the ministry, a sermon, a
children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. He
just needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to: The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Jon Kopaska FDCF 2004

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

John England-Pres.............Robert Pate-VP
Brett Graham....Derome Robertson-Sec/ST
David Redfearn Lib.Bradley Shaffer-Lib/ST
Edward Bunch, Jr......................John Smith
Kirkland Reybolds.............. Andrew Miller
Eric Tyson
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

FDCF Church Council

Michael Alkire-Pres......Timothy Smith-VP
Chad Burmester-ST/Sec........ Jason Papiani
Ramon Price........................Phillip Statham
Jeffery Hawbaker....................Chris Fevold
Edric Morris.............................. Kevin Reid
William Gaede-Chapel Clerk

Worship & Bible Study
FDCF Fort Dodge

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

