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Trust the Impossible

M

y name is Paul Abbott and I live in Rockwell City, IA. I’m married to my wife,
Haley, and have an 11 year old step-daughter, Daisy. I am currently the half-time
Assistant to the Pastor of The Church of the Damascus
Road (CoDR). I have been involved with CoDR for five years
now, both inside and outside the walls of prison. In November
2008, I was sentenced to 10 years for vehicular homicide for a
tragic accident in which my best friend at the time died. That
same tragic night was also a saving grace in that it’s how I first
came to know Jesus as my Lord and Savior.
In Jan. 2009 I came to Fort Dodge Correctional Facility
(FDCF) and after some nudging by cellmates, started attending
CoDR. It wasn’t until a Brothers in Blue retreat weekend in
June of that year that I really started understanding who that
saving God really was, and what He wanted with me. A month
later I was baptized by Pastor Stone in a worship service and
the next month, on Aug. 24th 2009, I received from the Lord
a call to be a pastor.
I look at my time in prison as a valued learning experience.
Paul Abbott
I admit that there were plenty of times of loneliness and sorrow,
but God ministers to those who are at such a place. I was blessed to have great brothers
to whom I could go, and mentors who taught me about the Bible and how I should act. I
served as the CoDR Inside Church Council president for 2 ½ years with many outstanding
men on the board. I was released from prison on May 24th 2012 to a new Reentry team
in Le Mars, IA. The team, headed up then by Mark and Cheryl Juhl, was truly a blessing,
as I had to start all over again from scratch. They found me a place to live, clothes, food
and plenty of fellowship. On a scorching hot day in July, Haley (whom I had met through
a friend in prison) and I got married.
During that time I started a small online business selling antique books and collectibles.
In September I started taking classes online through Sioux Falls Seminary to start my Master
of Divinity degree and pursue the calling God put on my heart three years earlier. Life was
busy but I still managed to stay in contact with Pastor Stone and would occasionally go to
churches and speak with them about CoDR.
In January of 2013 I was on the porch of my house and God spoke to my heart again
and gave me a vision. He showed me back inside the walls of prison, but this time I was
inside as an assistant pastor preaching the Word of God. This position didn’t exist, and I
was an ex-mate. It sounded impossible, but I knew that what God had showed me was going to happen I just had to believe and trust Him. In May 2013 I was released from parole
and in June I was allowed to go back into FDCF for a Brothers in Blue. In July God gave
me the green light to move to Rockwell City and I am truly blessed to have a faithful wife
who followed, because a position did not yet exist. As the weeks turned to months we got
weary and as hard as it was, I knew that I had to trust. Finally in January 2014, this position
was created, an interview was held, and I started on February 1st. I am able to go into both
FDCF and NCCF. Prison ministry is the calling that God has on my life and even though
it seemed impossible in my eyes, nothing is impossible with Him.
—Paul Abbott

Children’s Ministry Resources

L

ooking for materials and books that would help us
deliver the gospel to our children. Here are a few
ideas: 1. Different ages groups – 4-6; 7-10; 10-13;
13-16; 16-18. 2. Material with pictures. 3. Games. 4.
Would be nice to have pamphlets to send out with Story
Tellers, etc. Thanks, God bless
—Ryan Hoffer, NCCF

Matching Fund Challenge

F

aith Lutheran Church, Odebolt, has
offered CoDR a matching fund of
$1,500.00, challenging others to donate an equal amount to be used either for
congregational expenses or for our Reentry
Reintegration ministry.
In the words of Pastor Trish Underberg: “We would ask that your congregation would let us know how this gift grows.
May this gift help you continue the important work you do in sharing the Good News
of God’s gracious love to those inside the
prison walls in Rockwell City and in Fort
Dodge and to the families outside the walls.
As a congregation we have found the
blessing in being able to have programs
that allow people to give and for their gift
to grow. This is the reason we are asking
many recipients to try this to see if it helps
provide incentive for others in giving for
your ministry. Many blessings on your
ministry.”

CoDR on FB

T

he Church of Damascus Road is now
on Facebook. There are currently a
few videos and pictures and will be
updated when more are available. Also check
for updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad
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Kindness

I

recently read an article about random acts
of kindness. The story tells of someone who
orders a meal at a McDonald’s drive-thru
and also pays the bill for the vehicle behind.
Another example was a person at Walmart who
complimented a clerk for providing helpful
assistance. A random act of kindness might be
the little thank you that might lift someone’s
heart or make a person’s day. Somewhere else
I found a formula that explains kindness as an
effective anti-depressant against loneliness, fear
and depression.
What are Random Acts of Kindness? They
are those little sweet or grand, lovely things we
do for no other reason except that momentarily
the best of our humanity has sprung exquisitely
into full bloom.
Kindness is at the heart of our belief that
people are basically good. Kindness is the
vehicle for all our hopes that in the larger struggle
between good and evil, good will prevail, because
ultimately we will return to kindness. It is our
mutual condition, our instinctual impulse to
extend a hand. We consistently see an out-pouring
of support after a natural disaster. Every hand we
extend, every act of kindness we commit, sends
a ripple out into the world, magnified by every
life it encounters.
Fear, and its real-world manifestation,
violence, is stark and dramatic. It can temporarily
consume, take over, and crowd out everything
else.
Kindness is soft and subtle. It permeates
everything it comes in contact with, and remains
as a permanent reminder of what could and
should be. For random acts of kindness to
flourish, we need to begin in the hardest of all
places, our own hearts.
In another article I read a quote by the Dalai
Lama, “My religion is very simple. My religion
is kindness.” I also came across an American
proverb, “Kindness is the noblest weapon to
conquer with.”
To become a perpetrator of random acts of
kindness, then, is to become, in some sense, an
angel, for it means you have moved beyond the
limits of our daily human condition to touch
wings with the divine.
—John England, President
NCCF Inside Church Council

Are You Jesus?

A

few years ago a group of salesmen
went to a regional sales convention
in Chicago. They had assured their
wives that they would be home in plenty of
time for Friday night’s dinner. In their rush,
with tickets and briefcases, one of these
salesmen inadvertently kicked over a table
which held a display of apples. Apples flew
everywhere. Without stopping or looking
back, they all managed to reach the plane
in time for their nearly-missed boarding...
All but one!!! He paused, took a deep
breath, got in touch with his feelings and
experienced a twinge of compassion for the
girl whose apple stand had been overturned.
He told his buddies to go on without
him, waved good-bye, told one of them
to call his wife when they arrived at their
home destination and explain his taking a
later flight. Then he returned to the terminal
where the apples were all over the terminal
floor.
He was glad he did. The 16-year-old girl
was totally blind! She was softly crying,
tears running down her cheeks in frustration,
and at the same time helplessly groping for
her spilled produce as the crowd swirled
about her; no one stopping and no one to
care for her plight.
The salesman knelt on the floor with her,
gathered up the apples, put them back on the
table and helped organize her display. As he
did this, he noticed that many of them had
become battered and bruised; these he set
aside in another basket.
When he had finished, he pulled out his
wallet and said to the girl, “Here, please take
this $40 for the damage we did. Are you
okay?” She nodded through her tears. He
continued on with, “I hope we didn’t spoil
your day too badly.”
As the salesman started to walk away,
the bewildered blind girl called out to him,
“Mister....” He paused and turned to look
back into those blind eyes. She continued,
“Are you Jesus?”
He stopped in mid-stride....and he
wondered. He gently went back and said,
“No, I am nothing like Jesus - He is good,
kind, caring, loving, and would never have
bumped into your display in the first place.
“The girl gently nodded: “I only asked
because I prayed for Jesus to help me gather
the apples. He sent you to help me, so you
are like Him - only He knows who will do
His will. Thank you for hearing His call,
Mister.”
Then slowly he made his way to catch
the later flight with that question burning and
bouncing about in his soul: “Are you Jesus?”
Do people mistake you for Jesus?

Join Outside Council

Y

ou are invited to consider being a
member of The Church of the Damascus
Road’s Outside Church Council. The
OCC is responsible for the financial support of
the congregation, and the management of the
church office, while the Inside Church Councils,
made up of inmates, are responsible for the life,
worship and ministry of CoDR in the prison.
The OCC meets every third Wednesday
of the month at 11:45am for a catered lunch
followed by the business at hand.
Terms of office are 3 years in rotation. If you
feel called to this special ministry, please call
515-955-3579 or email DamascusCh@aol.com.

You are only what
you are when no
one is looking.
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 or More Per Month, both
Churches & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran - Manson
Badger Lutheran - Badger
Bethany Lutheran - Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran - Laurens
Bethany Lutheran - Spencer
Emanuel Lutheran - Dayton
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran - Lytton
Faith Lutheran - Odebolt
Faith Lutheran - Spencer
First Lutheran - Algona
First Presbyterian - Fort Dodge
First United Methodist - Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran - Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference WIS
Lost Island Lutheran - Ruthven
Morningside Lutheran - Sioux City
New Covenant Christian - Fort Dodge
Our Savior Lutheran - Albert City
Our Saviours Lutheran - Callender
Our Saviour’s Lutheran - Humboldt
St. John Lutheran - Pomeroy
St. John Lutheran - Le Mars
St. Mark Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran - Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran - Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran - Rockwell City
St. Paul Lutheran - Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran - Thor
United Methodist - Holstein
Zion Lutheran - Clear Lake
Zion Lutheran - Gowrie
Zion-St. John Lutheran - Sheffield
Maurer Charities - Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation - Hampton
Dave & Luann Bohnet - Jefferson
Dale & Nancy Bruns - Jolley
Scott Burk - Muscatine
John & Marge Everts - Lytton
Lyle Hartling - Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson - Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl - Remsen
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang - Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger - Spencer
Rev. Kent Mechler - Sheffield
Elwood & Lavonn Rieke - Fargo, ND
Adam & Inga Sanford - Allen, TX
Melba Shelby - Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer - Webster City
Rev. Paul Stone - Eagle Grove
Rollin & Cleo Swanson - Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud - Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson - West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff - Rockwell City

Falling Short

T

he Apostle Paul declared, “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”
That teaching gives us something to consider when we are faced with human foibles
and frailties. Each of us is capable of gross error and glorious good. When we make
mistakes, even on purpose, it is not someone else’s fault (like Adam, who blamed it on the
woman God gave him), no, it’s our fault alone. Guilty as charged. When a team has covenanted with a returning citizen, and that person “falls short,” the team
asks, “What did we do wrong? How did we fail?” Do you think God
asks himself the same questions when we sin? No, because we sinned,
in spite of God’s grace and mercy. Any team I know has nothing but
love and good intentions to make reintegration work for their returning citizen. That’s all you can do. It pays off more times than not, but
some do fail. Some will be determined to be honest, contributing citizens, some will not. The fault is theirs, while the team members have
been “good and faithful servants.” I pray that you will not give up loving and serving.
We are “under water,” swamped with applications for Reentry Reintegration from inmates hoping to be returning citizens with a little help from friends like you, but with too
few teams to meet the need.
Perhaps one good resolution for us all is to resolve to form new teams. I have a dream
that one day we will have enough people “stepping up to the plate” in Christian love to
assist returning citizens to make successful reintegration into our communities. Together
we can make this dream come true.
If you would like to have a Reentry Reintegration team in your area, contact me by
phone or email below.
We need your help in locating existing teams in parts of Iowa other than NW Iowa, and
developing more teams around the state (and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-5716566 or e-mail me at CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

A Vision

Alone in my cell with my pain and despair,
I closed my eyes and said a silent prayer.
When I opened my eyes,
I saw an angel standing there.
The vision I saw was so beautiful and clear,
Confusion swept over me as I wondered
what she was doing here.
Her voice was like a love song,
that made me feel weak.
I fell to my knees as she began to speak.
Her breath smelled like flowers
on a warm summer’s day,
and she whispered very softly and said,
“Listen closely to what I have to say.
The Lord sent me here to watch over you,
and he knows the pain you are going through.
He wants you to know
that he hears your prayers,
and for you not to worry because
he will always be there.”
I reached out to touch her,
to see if she was real,
As I did, she faded away into
the concrete and painted steel.
As I sat there staring at the wall,
in big bold letters this is what I saw:
JUST BELIEVE
—John McFadden, January 2014

Law and Gospel

The Law is the opposite of grace. The
dynamic works like this:
If the Law is the first word, then Grace
is the last word.
If the Law exposes, then Grace
exonerates.
If the Law disguises, Grace delivers.
If the Law accuses, Grace acquits.
If the Law condemns, Grace saves.
The Law says you’re cursed. Grace
says you’re blessed.
The Law says you’re alone. Grace says
God is with you.
The Law says you’re not good enough.
Grace says your accepted, forgiven, and
have new life.
—Pastor G. Karl Gaston, Ohio

O

Invite the Pastor

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor to
visit congregations on Sundays. He can give
a brief update on the ministry, a sermon, a
children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. He
just needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to: The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Artists’ Corner

Deandre Amerison
FDCF 1-9-2014

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

John England-Pres..............John Hicks-VP
Cory Straw.......Derome Robertson-Sec/ST
Scott Fetters ST/Lib.....Bradley Shaffer-ST
Robert Pate................................John Smith
David Redfearn....................... Russell Pick
Eric Tyson
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

FDCF Church Council

Michael Alkire-Pres......Timothy Smith-VP
Steven Ballard-Sec................ Jason Papiani
Ramon Price................ Chad Burmester-ST
Jeffery Hawbaker....................Chris Fevold
Edric Morris.............................. Kevin Reid
William Gaede-Chapel Clerk

Worship & Bible Study
FDCF Fort Dodge

6:30pm Wednesdays......Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays.....................Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays..........Holy Communion

