Volume 17
Issue No. 1
January 2014
Fort Dodge & Rockwell City, IA

Significant Moments

I

n the 1998 movie, “Fallen,” the main character, John
Hobbs, says, “There are moments which mark your
life. Moments when you realize nothing will ever
be the same and time is divided into two parts, before
this, and after this...”
For me, that moment came on August 28, 2010,
when I was arrested for possession of cocaine. I had
a good job; a career, a nice house and a beautiful wife
who loved me. I was a respected member of the community and active in my church, playing guitar on the
worship team. My arrest came as a surprise to virtually
everyone who knew me. They were left shocked, hurt
and disappointed.
My life had been spiraling out of control for nine months as my addiction to the drug
grew. I started doing things that were completely out of character for me, worst of which
was a string of extramarital affairs which came to a head on August 27 as I packed my
things and left my wife crushed and shattered. Not knowing what to do, she called a good
friend of ours who also happened to be my supervisor at work. Perhaps I should mention
that, at that time, I had been a police officer for the City of Muscatine for fourteen years.
My friend was left with no choice but to report my activities to his superiors, at which time
a full-fledged criminal investigation ensued.
The legal proceedings drew on for a year. In that time, my wife and I tried to reconcile,
but the heartache was too fresh, too raw for her, and I harbored anger and resentment that
pulled me into a dark place and we were divorced on June 10, 2011.
I pleaded guilty to two felonies and on July 8, 2011, was sentenced to two concurrent
five-year hitches. I was immediately taken into custody and transferred to IMCC Oakdale
on July 11.
On August 21, I was transferred to NCCF at Rockwell City. I hadn’t been there two
hours when I heard someone call my name. I didn’t immediately recognize the little man
that walked up to me and asked me how I was doing. I had to look at his ID tag. Troy was
known to most of the cops in Muscatine and I had even played a part in his most recent
arrest, the one that landed him in the same place I was. I thought, “Great, I haven’t even
been here a day and I’m gonna get outed as an ex-cop and spend the rest of my sentence
in protective custody.” But Troy never said a word to anyone. He never asked for anything
in exchange for his silence. We became good friends.
My first week in Rockwell City, Troy invited me to attend the CoDR worship service
and introduced me to Pastor Stone. I enjoyed the service and became a regular attendee, also
taking in the Tuesday night Bible study. One of the guys who sang and played guitar at the
service, paroled about a month after I got there so I volunteered to step in and started playing
every week with then Council president, Art Bennett. Art and I also became good friends.
I attended other Christian offerings at Rockwell, but CoDR was my home church. There
was just something real about it. Pastor Stone wasn’t afraid to mince words and call guys
out, including me, when we would make excuses or rationalize the behavior that had landed
us here. Nourished by a steady diet of the truth, I learned to surrender to Christ completely
and submit to his Lordship over my life. To love Him and let him take the reins.
I was paroled in December of 2011. My home church back in Muscatine stepped up
and helped me find a place to live. I secured employment and stayed involved at church,
and eventually returned to playing music during worship services.
On December 7, 2013, my ex-wife, Laurie and I were re-married in a service officiated
by Pastor Stone. It was not an easy road, but it was so worth it. As I look back on the nearly
two years that have passed since my parole, I can clearly see many moments where God
has intervened in my life to bring me to the point I’m at now. God wants a relationship
with us. That’s the part I didn’t get before. His love is unconditional and he pursues us
relentlessly. All we have to do is open the door and let him in.
—Scott D. Burk, 2013

The Unspoken Word

W

ords! The Holy Scriptures are
filled with the words God wants
us to know and keep in our hearts.
These are made even more significant when
we read the first verse of the Gospel of John,
“In the beginning was the word, and the
word was with God, and the word was God.”
How many of us take our speech for
granted? What we say with our mouths is of
greater consequence than we may realize. If
we say we believe that Jesus is our savior,
then shouldn’t we be a reflection of his life?
The Apostle Peter understood such a
reflection all too well. He explains to us in
no uncertain terms in 1 Peter 2:23, “When he
was abused, he did not return abuse; when he
suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted
himself to the one who judges justly.”
Recently I had a situation where the
individual decided that “they” did not want
me in “their” cell anymore. I had been living
in this particular cell for a couple months
without incident. Mostly I keep to myself
and spend most of my free time studying the
word of God. He began by getting another
cellmate to watch the Jerry Springer show
with him during lunchtime count. They
would loudly express their carnal comments
as the show exploited and degraded the very
concept of humanity. But, I simply ignored
them as I continued my Scripture reading
and studies.
When they realized that this tactic did
not destroy my sensibility they (or rather
he) changed his plan of attack. Over the time
I was in this cell, two other men who had
moved into our four-man cell, moved back
out again. It was this cellmate’s contention
that it was all my fault that “we” couldn’t
keep a 4th man in the cell. The cellmate
with these issues is afflicted with multiple
illnesses, causing him to vomit occasionally
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Unspoken, continued from page one

after eating, and periodically he breaks into
coughing fits that can wake even the deepest
sleeper in the middle of the night. I found
his accusations a bit far-fetched, but I said
nothing in response.
When none of this unsettled my peaceful
countenance, he turned to vile accusations
and threats. I did not respond to his verbal
attacks, but prayed for guidance, prayed
for my cellmates, and prayed for a peaceful
resolution to this situation.
The next morning the verbal assault
continued, but I was at peace, without
any anxiety. As I completed my morning
preparations for the day, I was filled with
contentment; even in the face of ridicule,
and thanked my Lord for his presence in
my ordeal.
Between my morning classes tutoring
students, I agreed to meet with the
Correctional Officers about our situation.
Finding me a new cell to reside in was,
to me, the simplest solution for everyone
concerned. The Correctional Officers
agreed, and I would, indeed, be moved to
a new cell.
At lunch time the Correctional Officers
claimed they were still working on finding
me another cell, but had not yet found one
for me to move into. The cellmate who had
become my adversary (in his own mind),
received special dietary trays and often was
given special containers of juices and salad
dressing.
As he returned to our cell after lunch,
carrying multiple containers, he paused at
the door and dropped two containers as
he dashed to his table in the room, leaving
a trail of juice along the way. Without a
second thought, I got up from my reading
and quickly picked up the two containers he
had dropped and handed them to him. Then
I grabbed a roll of tissue paper, got on my
hands and knees, and began wiping up the
blobs and trails of spilled food. As I finished
cleaning up, I began to smile and said to
myself, “Thank you, Father.”
You see, without stopping to think about
the vile words and the hatred this man had
shown me, I responded to this man with
compassion without having to think about
it, without any animosity. I did not have to
pray on it, or wait for the Holy Spirit to speak
to me. I simply responded to a hurting and
troubled human being as my Lord would
expect me to.
When we respond to others without
forethought, without weighing the balance
of what others have done to us, we are
beginning to understand what it means to
walk in God’s word. The Spirit that resides
inside each of us is always prepared to
teach us how we should live, and to have
compassion for all of God’s children, not
just the ones who haven’t hurt us. Saint
Thérése of Lisieux would call it “The Little
Way of Love.”

Inside News
And that’s what God’s love is all
about, isn’t it? Not that we are required to
“generate” love or contemplate when we
should show our compassion, it’s not about
us, but it is to let the Holy Spirit lead us in the
way of the Father. Jesus is the love, we are
merely the vessel that allows him to show
others his ways. The love and compassion
that he works through us allows us to come
closer to him. And the closer we come to
him, the more he uses us, the closer we want
to be to him.
That evening the officers still hadn’t
found me a cell to move into. My cellmate
was angry and belligerent that he was stuck
with me over the holiday weekend, being it
was Thanksgiving Eve, but I did not worry
or fret, and merely carried on as usual. It was
Wednesday night and Pastor was under the
weather. He had asked earlier in the day for
help with the sermon.
I did what I could, but between dealing
with the unpleasantness from a cellmate,
constant support needs of a student stressed
over his upcoming GED exam, and less than
helpful officers regarding our cell situation, I
made a pallid attempt to aid my pastor. May
he forgive me.
After the service I returned to my cell,
changed my shoes, and went for a walk.
When I walk laps around the yard, I often
turn my mind to my Father in heaven and
meditate on his word. Lockdown is at
9:45pm, and I usually stay outside walking
until 9:30pm on these evenings to spend as
much time as possible with my Lord. At
9:15pm, as I was walking with my Lord,
the loudspeaker called for me to return to
my unit’s desk.
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As I approached the desk, one f the
officers said, “Go get your stuff, you’re
going to another unit.” It didn’t take me long
to dump all my stuff onto a cart and head for
the next unit, and I praised God all the way.
Finding myself in a cell with other Christians
was a first for me in the 2.5 years I have
been at this camp. It was another unforeseen
blessing my Lord has bestowed on me as I
strive to walk as he would have me walk.
After all this, you may be asking
yourself, “What does this story have to do
with words?” It’s all about God’s word.
Remember 1 Peter 2:23, “When he was
abused, he did not return abuse; when he
suffered, he did not threaten.” You see,
sometimes the most powerful words we can
speak, are no words at all.
We need to learn to get out of our
own way. Let the divine love of the Holy
Spirit pour out from us through our willful
surrender to the living waters of our Savior,
Jesus Christ.
I leave you with the words of Jesus in
John 4:14, “…those who drink of the water
that I will give them will never go thirsty.
The water that I will give will become in
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal
life.”
—Michael Alkire, 12/4/13

If the going gets easy,
you may be
going downhill.

Join Outside Council

Y

ou are invited to consider being a
member of The Church of the Damascus
Road’s Outside Church Council. The
OCC is responsible for the financial support of
the congregation, and the management of the
church office, while the Inside Church Councils,
made up of inmates, are responsible for the life,
worship and ministry of CoDR in the prison.
The OCC meets every third Wednesday
of the month at 11:45am for a catered lunch
followed by the business at hand.
Terms of office are 3 years in rotation. If you
feel called to this special ministry, please call
515-955-3579 or email DamascusCh@aol.com.
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Donors of $100 or More Per Month, both
Churches & Individuals
Augustana Lutheran - Manson
Badger Lutheran - Badger
Bethany Lutheran - Emmetsburg
Bethany Lutheran - Laurens
Bethany Lutheran - Spencer
Emanuel Lutheran - Dayton
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran - Lytton
Faith Lutheran - Odebolt
Faith Lutheran - Spencer
First Lutheran - Algona
First Presbyterian - Fort Dodge
First United Methodist - Fort Dodge
Grace Lutheran - Fort Dodge
Hands of Hope Conference WIS
Lost Island Lutheran - Ruthven
Morningside Lutheran - Sioux City
New Covenant Christian - Fort Dodge
Our Savior Lutheran - Albert City
Our Saviours Lutheran - Callender
Our Saviour’s Lutheran - Humboldt
St. John Lutheran - Pomeroy
St. John Lutheran - Le Mars
St. Mark Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Olaf Lutheran - Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran - Rockwell CIty
St. Paul Lutheran - Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran - Treynor
Ullensvang Lutheran - Thor
United Methodist - Holstein
Zion Lutheran - Clear Lake
Zion Lutheran - Gowrie
Zion-St. John Lutheran - Sheffield
Maurer Charities - Spencer
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Sukup Family Foundation - Hampton
Dave & Luann Bohnet - Jefferson
Dale & Nancy Bruns - Jolley
Scott Burk - Muscatine
John & Marge Everts - Lytton
Lyle Hartling - Lohman, MO
Lois Johnson - Manson
Mark & Cheryl Juhl - Remsen
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang - Fort Dodge
Troy & Karyn Leininger - Spencer
Rev. Kent Mechler - Sheffield
Elwood & Lavonn Rieke - Fargo, ND
Adam & Inga Sanford - Allen, TX
Melba Shelby - Fort Dodge
Noel & Linda Singer - Webster City
Rev. Paul Stone - Eagle Grove
Rollin & Cleo Swanson - Fort Dodge
Christ Tostenrud - Spencer
Mark and Cindy Willson - West DSM
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff - Rockwell City

Resolution & Perseverance

A

s we begin a new year, we often make resolutions with the intent to improve ourselves, make changes in our habits and lifestyles, and make new plans for the
future. However, for many, resolutions may be filled with good intentions, but are
often broken early in the new year. Failure to keep resolutions is usually because they
are unrealistic and unattainable, so we go right back to our same old,
same old. We just plain do not change in an instant. Change takes
time, and we are too impatient to stick to the process. Thank goodness
we are not all that way. Many have made resolutions and persevered,
losing weight, adopting new skills, improving themselves. It gives us all hope that we
can do the same, if we only persevere, and
never give up.
We are “under water,” swamped with applications for Reentry Reintegration from inmates hoping to be
returning citizens with a little help from friends like you, but with
too few teams to meet the need.
Perhaps one good resolution for us all is to resolve to form
new teams. I have a dream that one day we will have enough people “stepping up to the plate” in Christian love to assist returning
citizens to make successful reintegration into our communities.
Together we can make this dream come true.
If you would like to have a Reentry Reintegration team in
your area, contact me at the address or email below.
We need your help in locating existing teams in parts of Iowa
other than NW Iowa, and developing more teams around the state
(and the USA). Please give me a call at 515-571-6566 or e-mail
me at CDLng@aol.com.
—Rev. Carroll Lang, NW IA Director

Satan’s Plan

S

atan’s plan is to do whatever he can
to get you to roll his dice, because he
knows it will be your soul’s price. To
flip the bill collecting souls is his game and
he’ll do whatever it takes, for he has no
shame. If you continue to live in sin you will
burn in the end, but if you will just open your
ears and listen, my Father has a plan and you
may not know it, but you, my brothers and
sisters, are in it. So, just open up your heart
and Jesus will play his part and rejoice and
give glory to him and your soul will be free
in eternity with him. Amen
—Matthew Broughton, FDCF 2009

Judgment Day

Patience is a virtue,
or they seem to say,
patiently awaiting
until the judgment day.
Jesus is coming
to judge the living and the dead;
to the right of God the Father,
a crown of glory on his head.
It is through his precious blood
a sinner is not the same,
for to glorify God the Father
we praise Jesus’ name.
When all is said and done,
I know where I will be,
in the arms of Jesus
for all eternity.
—Robert L. Johnson II
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Invite the Pastor

Artists’ Corner

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor to
visit congregations on Sundays. He can give
a brief update on the ministry, a sermon, a
children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. He
just needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to: The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Eric J Cary Nov 2013
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Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.

The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

John England-Pres..............John Hicks-VP
Ramiro Gonzales................Cary Straw-Sec
Jimmy Hillesheim-ST........Bradley Shaffer
Scott Fetters..............................John Smith
Walter Miller.................Darome Robertson
Raymond Prewitt.......................Eric Tyson
A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied to
include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available to
members of your congregation.
-- Pastor Paul Stone

FDCF Church Council

Michael Alkire-Pres......Timothy Smith-VP
Steven Ballard-Sec................ Jason Papiani
Ramon Price................ Chad Burmester-ST
Jeffery Hawbaker....................Chris Fevold
Edric Morris.............................. Kevin Reid
Kelvin Willform

Worship & Bible Study
FDCF Fort Dodge

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:00pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

